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THIS IS WHAT THE PEOPLE
TOLD US THAT THEY NEED
AND WANT!

When we were first thinking about forming the “Peoples Empowerment Party” (PEP), we decided to start
by consulting with the pastors and religious leaders of Barbados.

We therefore sent out 100 letters to the priests, pastors and church ministers of Barbados and asked them
to meet with us and to give us their advice and counsel.

The meeting was held at the Clement Payne Centre at Crumpton Street, Bridgetown and some of the
most important advise given to us by these men and women of God was as follows:-

*  “You can’t lead people unless you are connected to God- the political party must put forward
leaders who possess love, spiritual insight and human empathy and understanding.”

+  “The new political party must have an interest in the spiritual development of the people, and
must realize that there is a link between the spiritual health of the people and the social and
financial health of the nation.”

e “The church must be permitted to have a say in national affairs- the country needs leaders who
will genuinely listen to the advice of the prophets and tap into the wisdom that is available in
the Church.”

After our meeting with the Church leaders, we wrote the Constitution of our political party, and we
stated that- “The PEP will work towards the establishment of a truly humane and God- centered
nation, comprised of men and women who know that they are more than flesh and earthly matter-

- men and women who are aware that they have an eternal, God- given destiny to fulfill”.

To this end, the PEP has decided that we will strive for the following measures:-

1. We wish to see at least 3 men and women of God — representatives of the Church selected by the
Church itself — sitting in our House of Parliament in seats that are now occupied by appointed
Senators! We will therefore change the system of appointing people to Parliament! Instead of
having the Governor- General, Prime Minister and Opposition Leader appoint people, we will
permit the different sectors of society — including the Church — to select their own appointees. We
wish to give the Religious Sector at least three places in the Parliament of Barbados, to be selected
by such groupings as the Barbados Christian Council, the Barbados Evangelical Association and
a grouping of the non- Christian religions.
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2. Under our government or a government influenced by us “Religious Studies and Comparative

Religion” will be made a compulsory, core subject in the primary and secondary school system
of Barbados.

3. And we will do much more to assist the Church in Barbados! The whole system of tax benefits,

incentives and assistance that has been given to favoured businesses under the “Special
Development Areas Act” will be extended to all of the Churches of Barbados! Churches must be
given the incentives and assistance to renovate and beautify their houses of worship; to establish
housing developments and nursing homes for their poor and elderly members; and to assist their
young members in establishing cooperative business.

After having benefited so tremendously form talking to the Church leaders and receiving their
advice, the newly established PEP decided to adopt a procedure of meeting and consulting with the
Barbadian people and listening very carefully to what “they” tell us that they “need” and “want”.

And that is what this document is all about- it is a faithful rendering of the views and opinions of the
masses of the Barbadian people, filtered through the understanding and value system of the PEP, and
shaped into a number of policies that will be pursued by the PE.P representatives in the new House of
Assembly that will emerge after the General Elections of 15% January 2008.

It is therefore with pride and a deep sense of responsibility that we present to you the following policies
of the PE.P:-

(A.) The People Must Govern And Control Their Own Society

A system of “Local Government” will be established, in which each constituency will have its
own “Local Gevernment Council”, elected by thé residents themselves. Each “Council” will
have its own office and will be given a budget of approximately $1 million per year to spend on
looking after the needs of the community.

The House of Assembly and the Senate will be brought together into one large “Chamber”.
But instead of having 21 appointed senators, their places will be taken by representatives of the
various “social sectors”, elected by these “sectors” themselves. These “sectors” will include the
Local Government System, the Church, Women, Youth, the Disabled, the Labour Movement,
Elders and the Tourism, Manufacturing, Agriculture, Financial and Small Business scctors.

Citizens' “Watchman or Oversight Committees”, will be appointed from among the entire
group of local government councilors. These committees will have a mandate to oversee and
investigate government institutions that provide important services to the public, such as the
QEH, the polyclinics, the Transport Board, the National Housing Corporation, the U.D.C and
others. The purpose of these committees will be to ensure better service to the people.




















































