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VOTE

WIPM Party Program 2019 – 2023
Introduction
2019 marks the 49th year that the Windward Islands People’s Movement has been
continuously serving the island and people of Saba. For almost half a century the
WIPM Party has been represented by qualified candidates who have provided sound,
stable and responsible governments for the people of Saba. This upcoming term
will be no different. We have proven to be a party that works for the people. We
represent everyone, regardless of political affiliations. The WIPM Party believes in fair
representation for everyone.
We would like to thank you for taking the time to read our 2019 – 2023 WIPM Party
Program. Please take a moment to identify with the issues which are important to
you and reflect on the WIPM’s vision for the island of Saba. We look forward to
meeting with you during the campaign, and remember, your vote will play a big part
in the continued shaping of Saba’s future.
On March 20th 2019, do the right thing for your island and all of its people: vote
responsibly, VOTE WIPM.

Mission Statement
Moving forward together to create an atmosphere where all of our people can live a
dignified life and our island and economy can flourish.

W.I.P.M PARTY PRINCIPLES
• We recognize the inherent dignity of the individual and his/her inalienable rights.
• We hold that freedom and justice are inseparable and that the social order should
serve the welfare of the individual as well as the community.
• We recognize the right of each citizen to participate actively in the government of
this island.
• We believe in a social-economic order that is free from discrimination and intimidation,
wherein the general welfare of the people is the primary objective and the people are
entitled to a just share in the wealth which they can help produce.
• We support individual initiative, with equal opportunity for each individual.
• Security for the less fortunate, the aged and the young must be guaranteed.
• The position and rights of the workers must be regulated by law.
• Each person has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and is
free to manifest his/her beliefs in private and/or in public.
• Representatives of the people should be men and women of integrity and shall at
all times adhere to the principles of the party.
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The Candidates
The WIPM Party is proud to deliver a list of 8 candidates to contest the 2019
Island Council Election and provide a well based foundation for government for
this upcoming governing term of 2019 – 2023. The WIPM Party has candidates
from various backgrounds, who represent Saba’s diversity and societal makeup in the broadest sense. Included in the group, the WIPM party has members
with various levels of education. Many members of the party hold current
political office and have impressive political resumes, while several have some
key positions in the non-governmental sector on the island. The party members
come from different professional backgrounds, including both the private and
public sectors.

ROLANDO WILSON
Born and raised on Saba. Most of my studies on Aruba. I have 35 years’ experience working with
government. Passionate about the development of our Island and its people.
• Social affairs
• Housing
• Youth affairs and culture

BRUCE ZAGERS
Graduated from Flagler College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Accounting in 2003. Has been a
Commissioner for the last 12 years.
• Poverty Alleviation
• Afterschool programs and facilities
• Economic Development

CARL BUNCAMPER
Bachelor’s Degree in Institutional Management, and project management. Island Council Member
for 12 years, Human Rights Platform, 30+ years’ experience NGO & private sector.
• Good Governance
• Poverty Alleviation: Social, economic development and educational Reform
• Environment & cultural Heritage

EVITON HEYLIGER
Island Council member for the last 8 years, Technical Director Saba Housing Foundation, former
Board member of Satel N.V., introduced AVTS to Saba.
• Housing and financing
• Healthcare and labour
• Immigration related issues

VITO CHARLES
Attended Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, Island Council Member the past three year, Chairman
Saba Reach Foundation,
• Proponent a better living wage,
• Promoting education for better opportunities,
• Sustainable development for a happier island

HEMMIE VAN XANTEN
Arrived on Saba in 1991. Principal of the SHS for 8 years. In 2008 became head of educational
department Saba and served later as principal of the SCS. Master’s degree in Ed. Management.
• Improve quality of life for everyone
• Our youth and their future
• Protection of Saba’s nature environment

ESMERALDA JOHNSON
Bachelor’s Degree in Math, with minor in Economics, Lindenwood University. Besides studies, being
Math Tutor, Treasurer and President in 2 active organizations at Lindenwood University.
Would like to focus on:
• Provision and continuous improvement of quality education for all.
• Empower youth and women.
• Long term social and sustainable wellbeing of the inhabitants of Saba.

JELLE VAN DE VELDE
Attended primary and secondary school on Saba and Hogeschool Arnhem en Nijmegen in the
Netherlands. He has been Saba Marine Park Ranger since February 2013.
• Development of Saba’s national nature parks
• Sustainable nature tourism development
• Management of invasive species

W.I.P.M. FOCUS AREAS
The WIPM party has four key focus areas, namely Social Development, Economic
Development, Good Governance and Public Safety & Disaster Management. Under
these four key areas the party has numerous ambitions and goals:

• the mitigation of poverty
• ensuring social facilities and services are up to par as per local needs
• reducing the ‘cost of doing business’ and the ‘cost of living’
• create impulses to stimulate the economy
• invest in the physical infrastructure
• motivate and demonstrate the efficiency and effectiveness of services on the basis
of a (re)division of tasks among the Kingdom and the Public Entity of Saba
• continue to strengthen the governing institution into a solid and service-providing
organization
• continue to build on healthier government finances
• seek solutions for different PUBLIC SAFETY issues and negotiate solutions for
different emergency response issues

Social and Economic Development
The ‘red thread’ through most, if not all, issues related to the Social and Economic
Development are influenced by the social minimum, or in our case, the lack of an
established social minimum. This factor can greatly impact the level and accessibility
of services and has far-reaching consequences that may have an impact on the overall
well-being of the residents on our island. As such, it is fair to say the lack of a (fair
and appropriate) social minimum has been the single biggest concern facing Saban
residents over the past years. Prices on all the islands have raised significantly, while
wages, particularly those of the lowest income earners, have not been able to keep
up with these increased costs.

This has the WIPM Party calling for an increase in the minimum wage, pensions and
social benefits in line with the high costs of living on the island. Many countries,
including the Netherlands, use a social minimum as a ‘norm’ in order to determine
the level of social benefits that should be provided to citizens earning less than an
identified living wage. Multiple studies commissioned by the Dutch Government and
other independent bodies have shown that many live below this so-called social
minimum. Without exception, these studies have pointed out what we who live here
experience every day and show that it is extremely difficult to get by with the wages
and allowances that a large portion of the population currently earn.

Our representatives in the Island and
Executive Councils have fought and
will continue to fight to have a social
minimum established. You may ask, why
is this taking so long? Let us explain: the
decision to establish a minimum wage
lies with the Ministry of Social Affairs and
the Cabinet of Ministers. Over the last few
years they have been reluctant to accept
any recommendations to establish a
realistic social minimum. In 2017 both the
First and Second Chambers mandated
the Dutch government to commission a study and report back to them about poverty
on the islands. Although the results of this report are known, it has thus far only led
to minimal increases in the minimum wage, the old-age pension (AOV) and other
social benefits. These changes were introduced in January of this year.
Even with these small increases, the WIPM party believes that it is not enough. We
would like to see the minimum wage, pensions and social benefits reflect a realistic
social minimum according to the local factors. To achieve this, the WIPM party will
continue to work with our partners here on island and in the Netherlands to ensure
that that a fair and realistic social minimum will become a reality in the future. Over
the years, the WIPM party has continued to forge partnerships with parties on the
national level in both the Second and First Chambers to maintain an urgency in the
Cabinet to make a liveable wage a reality. We believe it will take the majority of the
parties in these Chambers to fight for the interests of Sabans to make this happen,
and this why we do not focus our attention on just one member of parliament or just
one national party, but on all political parties.

For years, the WIPM party has been advocating for a housing (rent) subsidy to
assist those whose income are low and face challenges with basic living expenses.
Significant progress has been made and in the near future a pilot program for housing
subsidies will be introduced. This will alleviate the financial burden for the lower
income earners, which will allow them to better budget expenses. Rental costs on
the island are high, and we believe that a rental subsidy will also help many persons
who are unable to live on their own and are forced to live with their family because
of financial challenges.
Over the last years, much has been invested into additional social housing. Currently,
the construction of more homes at the Under the Hill Housing complex is being
executed through funding from the 10th EDF and the Dutch Government. Efforts
will continue to be made to meet the demand for social housing. Projects are also
ongoing to repair existing social homes. The WIPM Party will continue negotiations
with the Dutch government to promote low-interest loans for those who would like
to build their own homes.
The WIPM Party knows that the mitigation of poverty is not a one-dimensional
approach. As a government we cannot only focus on increasing social benefits and
wages, but cost reducing measures must also play a role. Making services, such as
electricity and telecommunications, more affordable for everyone will help bridge
the gap between wages and the cost of living. In addition to this, the high cost of
transportation by air and sea is also a key determining factor which impacts the
price of goods in our stores and the ability for people to travel to and from our
island. Having these basic needs structurally subsidized further promotes economic
development, as these basic services contribute to the extremely high cost of living
and cost of doing business. These high costs do not facilitate economic growth and
deter businesses from employing more people and paying better wages.

Since before the transition the WIPM government has been lobbying for more
affordable and improved basic services, one of which is the availability of quality
drinking water. We have been successful in reducing water prices by investing in
more cisterns to increase storage and a piping system which will eventually connect
all four villages. Currently the prices have been reduced in some areas by more than
50% for 1,000 gallons, ensuring that water can be purchased for $60 no matter

where you live. In addition to this, the WIPM government aims to ensure that quality
drinking water is made affordable for everyone by investing in its own bottling plant.
This achievement is only possible because of the good relationship between the
Dutch government and the WIPM-led government.

The local government has a role in helping the less fortunate among us, and because
of this, we created a Community Development Department. This department works
with persons facing challenges and provides various social services to the community.
The WIPM government is very proud of this accomplishment. We look forward to
strengthening and developing this department even more so that we can do more
for our community.

Improving education standards is very important. The WIPM Party is committed to
further developing quality education for all. We will continue to work with the Ministry
of Education and other organizations to ensure that all aspects, especially when
it concerns children’s rights, are respected and standards are improved. Improving
school facilities which accommodate our children while at school is very important.
The WIPM Party continues to negotiate with the Ministry of Education the take-over
of the construction of the expansion of the schools from the Rijksvastgoedbedrijf

(Dutch Building Agency) as this has been ongoing since the transition. We believe it
is better executed through the local government, as we have a proven track record in
executing projects such as these.

The WIPM government also supports the NGO sector in its execution of various
tasks which promote well-being, poverty alleviation, after-school programs, sporting
programs, performing arts, environmental conservation, and public health.
It goes without saying that the harbor is the economic lifeline of the island, and
this became even clearer in the aftermath of the hurricanes in 2017. Because of the
damage to the harbor and the need to accommodate larger boats from within the
region, the WIPM government immediately began negotiating with The Hague for
monies to improve the harbor. We were able to secure monies for both repairs and
expansions. Plans are currently being made and construction should start by the
end of the year. With this harbor project, Saba will be better able to accommodate
cargo traffic, fishing and dive operations as well as attract more luxury and tourismgenerated traffic, such as mega yachts, small cruise lines and sailing vessels. By having
the facilities to accommodate these types of vessels, it will create more opportunities
for visitors that will further stimulate economic development on the island.
The WIPM Party will continue to work towards increasing agriculture production and
promoting animal husbandry on the island. With increased agriculture on Saba, we

would be able to limit the importation of food, which would serve to reduce prices
and it would also make the island more self-sustainable. To show our commitment to
this effort, the WIPM government in the last 4 years has both leased and purchased
land that will be used for farming. The WIPM also believes in stimulating private
individuals to get involved in farming so that entrepreneurs can have profitable
businesses while also feeding the people living on the island and those that choose
to visit. In the coming period, the WIPM government will engage all stakeholders
to find an amicable solution for the known goat problem. A solution that is fair for
property owners and goat owners must be made possible.

Good Governance
Over the years, the WIPM government has been committed to promoting good
governance and strong financial management. Saba, being the smallest of all the Dutch
islands in the Caribbean has thus far been the only island that has been successful
in achieving clean audit statements from an independent auditor. We have earned
the respect of the Dutch government on all levels, including the financial supervisory
body, the CFT. Saba continues to be recognized both regionally and internationally
for its achievements. This has only been possible because the WIPM government has
been an example of stability. Radical politics and instability within government has
proven not to be the recipe of success as can been seen on our sister islands. The
WIPM government has established a relationship based on mutual trust and respect
within the political parties, the Cabinet of Ministers and the civil servant apparatus in
the Netherlands.

Because of these strong relationships and the ability to prove that we are a responsible
government, we have earned the opportunity to negotiate with the Netherlands for
more autonomy. In the coming governing period, the WIPM government aims to
reclaim the responsibility of granting working permits, which will ensure that our
schools, hospital and private sector will no longer be held hostage by the decision
makers in Bonaire. We will also strive to have the healthcare travel arrangements be
made locally ensuring that our people get treated like people and not like numbers
as is currently the case. Prior to 10/10/10, the WIPM government was able to ensure
that work permits were granted in a timely manner and that medical referrals were
made in the most efficient way ensuring that the individual circumstance per patient
were taken into consideration. The WIPM party strongly feels that any decision that
impacts Saba and its people should be made by Saba. We will only be successful in
achieving these tasks when there is a stable and responsible government elected on
March 20th 2019.
In general, it is the opinion of the WIPM party that the RCN is a large bureaucratic
organization and because it is mostly based on Bonaire, many of the decisions that
are taken do not take the Saba reality into perspective. This means that Sabans are
put at a significant disadvantage, with long response times and irregular services.
We believe that transferring tasks and equipping the various departments on island
to make decisions will enable the people of Saba to receive better services.

Public Safety & Disaster Management
Ensuring the safety and welfare of the people of Saba at all times and especially
after a disaster continues to be a priority for this government. Investing in making
sure that there are personnel who are prepared to respond when the worst happens
has been given significant attention over the years and was clearly evident with the
passage of the hurricanes Irma and Maria in 2017. With the establishment of the
APV that is tailored to the needs of the island, enforcement in areas that have been a
concern in the community has finally come to fruition. We will continue to work with
our partners in this area to prioritize the concerns of the public.

The WIPM track record over the last 4 years.
The WIPM government can boast many achievements over this past governing
period but perhaps the best is our ongoing sound financial management and good
governance that has been established by the party. This has made Saba the shining
star of the Kingdom, which allows the government to leverage this in negotiations
with The Hague ensuring the safety and welfare of the people of Saba at all times
and especially after a disaster continues to be a priority for this government. We will
continue to work with our partners in this area to prioritize the concerns of the public.

Our sound financial management was also evident after Hurricanes Irma and Maria
when Saba had the financial reserves to immediately begin executing emergency
response activities and cleaning up the island. We have also been able to convince
the national government to turn some incidental monies into structural funds so that
the local government can decide how it should be spent.

We also continue to negotiate with the National government in The Hague to increase
the total government budget to a level that will allow the local government to make
policy decisions that we believe are important to the island and not only on the
policy decisions that are a priority in The Hague. This way we can fund activities that
can truly have an impact on Saba. This also means that as the largest employer on
the island, we can also pay persons that now receive less than the social minimum a
better living wage.

The WIPM government also believes in strengthening and building the island
infrastructure. Recently we have repaved our runway and remodelled and expanded
our airport terminal building. We continue to widen and strengthen roads while also
creating parking areas where possible to improve road safety and the flow of traffic.
As mentioned previously, the WIPM government is on the verge of executing the harbor
project which will be the largest project in Saba’s illustrious history. However, most
importantly, after Hurricanes Irma and Maria, the WIPM government has gone above
and beyond to ensure that homes and government buildings were built back stronger
and more hurricane resilient. Although this process has taken long, government aims
at providing quality results and not-rushed efforts. From the airport to the harbor,
one can easily see the many accomplishments of this WIPM government.

The WIPM government continues to give its support to protecting our environment and
promoting environmental and conservation awareness. During the last 4 years, the WIPM
government has been shifting from activity based to sustainable programs, such as the
promotion of agriculture programs on larger scales, the production of green energy,
safeguarding our national heritage and diversity, the investing in the trail network, waste
management and the establishment of a national park. Over the years the WIPM government

has been very active in improving the island’s waste management and will continue to strive
for a more effective system. The WIPM government intends to boost its efforts with regards
to cultural heritage and the expansion of agricultural ways of producing and increasing
production levels. The WIPM government has shown its commitment to such actions through
the introduction of Island Council proposals and a motion to eliminate the use of single-use
plastics and styrofoam. Legislation to have this materialized will be passed later this year.
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