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PARTY LEADER’S MESSAGE
MY FELLOW BELIZEANS:
Welcome to our PUP Manifesto 2012-2016 - DELIVERANCE
FOR BELIZE.
Our Country is in crisis. One in four Belizeans is unemployed;
cost of living is on the rise; investment both local and foreign has
dried up; crime and violence continue to rage; the Rule of Law is
under attack; the education and health sectors are on the decline;
and our people, especially the young, have begun to lose hope in
the future.
It is time for Belize to change course. It is time for new leadership.
It is time for the People’s United Party.
I would like to lead a movement for change that puts Belize
squarely on the path to progressive growth and development by
finally casting aside personality politics and adopting a problemsolving, solutions based approach to governing.
Four years ago a majority of Belizeans voted for the UDP. The UDP has failed Belize and failed you!
The 2008 Elections taught the PUP and me very important lessons. I wish to assure you that our Party
and I have listened, learnt, and grown from that experience.
The next PUP Government will not fail you, WE WILL SERVE YOU!
The next Government we elect must have a credible plan to find solutions to our social and economic
problems. This means setting aside grandiose plans and unrealistic goals and settling down to the basics
of governing.
This Manifesto represents the framework for our PUP plan to DELIVER Belize from economic and social
crisis. It reflects our Party’s vision for and commitment to a Belize with a growing economy, new and
innovative job opportunities, lower cost of living, social stability, and an ever improving quality of life.
We offer you a competent team of candidates with a strong, realistic plan to DELIVER BELIZE to a better
future.
I invite you to read this Manifesto and to discuss it with your family and friends. For more details visit us at
www.pup.org.bz
On March 7th, 2012 I humbly and respectfully ask you to VOTE for the PUP CANDIDATE in your Area.
Together, let us put Belize back to work! May God bless you, your family, and Belize.

FRANCIS FONSECA
Party Leader
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THE STATE WE ARE IN
Belize is facing serious economic challenges. Thirty years after independence, our people
are struggling in the worst kind of way. Cost of living keeps getting higher and higher.
Parents can’t cope with the school fees for their children. The food bills, the light bills, the
water bills, the rent and the medical expenses are a heavy burden for almost half of the
population. Wages are frozen. Unemployment is rampant rising from 8.5% when the PUP
was in office to 24% after four years of UDP mismanagement of the economy. For younger
workers the unemployment rate is 28%. The poverty rate is now over 40% of the population.
Since the change of government the tax system has not evolved to meet these challenging
times. Incentivizing the private sector is crucial. Removing the perverse incentives that
encourage contraband is imperative.
The economy is stagnant. The current administration has destroyed the investment climate
resulting in a lack of growth, thousands of lost jobs, business and industries shut down,
homes auctioned, major once thriving enterprises seized by the Banks, loans defaulted on,
children out of school. The poor are getting poorer and the middle-class falling into poverty.
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This UDP administration came into office in February 2008 with many great promises. They
promised 6% annual growth after inheriting an economy that was expanding by an annual
average of 5%. Yet in 2009 there was zero growth and in their four years they have not
even been able to achieve a 3% growth in national income. They pledged to create 5,000
new jobs every year. Instead we have lost thousands so much so that today one in four
Belizeans who are actively seeking work cannot find a job. For women and youth it is one in
three Belizeans hustling desperately to find work.
In the face of what may seem as intractable problems it is important to recall that when the
PUP was in government, its economic and social programs resulted in consistent
improvement in agro-industrial development, in tourism expansion, in economic
diversification leading to shrimp farms, fish farms, papaya production, food security in basic
commodities and the discovery of oil at Spanish Lookout. Furthermore, the public debt
(including that incurred by the UDP term in office) was successfully restructured, public
officers, teachers, police, nurses received wage increases and the budget deficit was less
than 1% when the PUP left office with the Belize dollar maintaining its parity of 2 to 1 to the
US dollar.
Not only has the UDP borrowed and spent excessively but after four years they have so little
in to show for it. And now with the nationalization of B.T.L. and B.E.L., the Belizean people
are faced with an increased debt burden of an additional half a billion dollars to pay as
compensation. And this is after wasting millions in legal fees paid to family members instead
of being spent to alleviate poverty.
UDP mismanagement has left Belizeans with a government that is broke and with the real
fear of higher taxes and UDP style retrenchment.
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JOB CREATION PLAN
“The PUP recognizes that the present crisis demands
fiscal responsibility and prudence. However at the same
time, the social crisis requires creative and aggressive
growth strategies which can stimulate the economy and
give hope and confidence to the people.”

Putting Belizeans Back to Work
The PUP further recognizes that progress will require concerted national effort resulting in
meaningful partnerships between the government, the private sector, the workers and civil
society.
Attracting New Investments: Creating Jobs


There will be an urgent concerted effort to mobilize investments in key productive
sectors which will form the basis to generate jobs and economic activity.



The identified sectors are agriculture and food production, tourism and the services
sector including Call Centres ICT and Financial Services, oil exploration, Small and
Medium Enterprises in arts and crafts, music and entertainment.



Whilst it is the intention of the PUP administration to diversify the economy at a faster
pace by attracting foreign investment in new sectors as ICT and knowledge-based
industries, there is no question that agriculture and food security will remain a high
priority in our development strategy. All real agricultural inputs will pay 0% import
duties.
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To put money back in the pocket of hard working
Belizeans the tax threshold on personal income tax will
be raised to $36,000 as the first step in our goal to
abolish personal income tax.



The GST which the UDP increased by 25% has become a burden on the general
populace especially on the productive sector. Our Objective is to grow the economy,
reduce the GST back to 10%. The PUP believes that tax reform must be carried out
to ease the burden on those who can least afford it and to remove disincentives to
work and production through economic growth and tax reform.



To achieve higher levels of production and sustainable growth Belize must pursue a
smart and comprehensive energy policy. Crippling fuel cost with gasoline at the pump
costing almost $12.00 a gallon is a major blow to productivity and competitiveness in
every sector of the economy resulting in an ever increasing cost of living for the
majority of Belizeans.



The PUP has a proud record in promoting alternative sources of energy through
hydroelectricity (3 generators in the Macal River) and bagasse co-generation at Tower
Hill. Pilot projects were also implemented providing electricity to villages in Toledo
with solar power and the replacement of incandescent light bulbs with more energy
efficient fluorescent bulbs in various cities and towns in Belize.



The PUP’s energy policy will be guided by a clear strategy for the Belizean people to
benefit from the local production of petroleum with lower fuel prices and to achieve a
reduction in the high cost of energy utilizing renewable sources.



A new Ministry of Petroleum with a focus on science and technology will ensure the
right enabling environment for further exploration and expansion of this industry to
benefit all Belizeans while protecting the livelihood of indigenous Belizeans and our
ecological integrity.



High interest rates at the Banks, the crisis of confidence in the investment community
and the climate of fear engendered in the community at large by a dictatorial and
vindictive regime have brought the country to its knees.



Legislation will be enacted to put a ceiling on lending rates based on market
conditions so as to penalize usury and to maintain a fair and reasonable spread
between deposit and lending rates at all financial institutions.



It will require the right mix of policies to jump-start the economy. The PUP will
implement an emergency employment program in the first 100 days of coming to
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office. A special fund will be set up that will channel resources into labour-intensive
infrastructure projects such as clean-up campaigns in urban and rural areas, the
repairs and painting of public buildings, bushing, landscaping and planting of trees
and flowers. Proper systems will be put in place to ensure accountability and
efficiency.


In the medium term, an Enterprise Fund will be established that will generate start-up
capital for hundreds of young school graduates as well as to assist women with
income-generating projects in areas such as a food catering and sewing of uniforms
for educational, office and other institutions.



The PUP will deliver us from the stifling air of uncertainty and anxiety that prevails
today and will set free the creative and enterprising spirit of the Belizean people.
Everyone who wants to work must have an opportunity to work so that all can enjoy a
dignified life in a Belize growing in prosperity.



The PUP will implement a “Belize Emergency
Employment Program” (B.E.E.P) in the first 100 days of
coming to office. A special fund will be set up that will
channel resources into much needed labour-intensive
infrastructure projects.



Working together, the public and private sector as well as Civil Society and
Community Organizations will, with the right leadership, pursue a vision of national
renewal, to build a 21st century infrastructure in a Belize that is clean and green, a
Belize that is safe and secure where citizens can walk the streets without fear,
engage in gainful employment, provide more for their children and enjoy a better life.



The Minimum Wage for all workers will be increased.



Establish an employment opportunity centers in every district and engage in a
concerted drive to secure affordable credit for small business and young
entrepreneurs. A Job Training Scheme for unemployed youth will be introduced.



A Foreign Investment Promotion Act will set out the criteria for investment and legal
protection offered against expropriation of private property by the state.
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The PUP will open up the information super highway and
allow the use of VOIP to spur innovation and
development in I.C.T. BTL will offer high speed internet
1meg for $30 per month. Call Centres will be supported
with training and infrastructure facilitation.



The PUP will revisit the new draconian rules imposed by the Central Bank which
presently stifle bank lending for the long term investment in the productive and foreign
exchange sectors.



A PUP government will stimulate further investment in the exploration and
development of Belize’s Petroleum Industry. A transparent bidding process in
accordance with known international norms will be implemented in the auctioning of
blocks for oil exploration to replace what have become private back-room deals for
political cronies.



The PUP supports the call for a referendum on offshore
drilling and will institute a moratorium on offshore drilling.



The monopoly control of the lottery/boledo business by
UDP special interests will end and the license for the
selling of lottery and boledo will be opened up.



The Commercial Free Zone will be revitalized and an Industrial Zone will be
established near Tower Hill Orange Walk District.
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THE PUP REFORM AGENDA
The PUP is committed to building and sustaining a dynamic social partnership which brings
together the private sector, labour and community organizations to work to achieve our
development goals. Belize is a rich country but too many of its people are poor. The fact is
that to eradicate poverty and high unemployment, a government must create the right
enabling environment and promote a culture of honesty and integrity to create wealth and
economic opportunities based on principles of fairness and social justice.
During the 1998 – 2008 terms of office, the PUP administration carried out a series of reform
measures recommended by a bi-partisan Political Reform Commission which led to a far
more open inclusive and accountable system of governance that serves the common good.
Much was accomplished but much more remains to be done especially after four years of
UDP deception and betrayal of the people’s trust.
In their 2008 manifesto the UDP promised transparency and accountability. Instead they
displayed unbridled arrogance as rulers; they governed by intimidation and victimization;
they used their office for the enrichment of family and friends. Reports of corruption and
kick-backs in high offices became pervasive.

Citizens across the nation are crying out for meaningful
reform. They demand immediate and practical solutions to
restore honesty and integrity in government.
Reform To Strengthen Democracy


The PUP will seek to enshrine in the Constitution a mandatory requirement for a
Referendum for any proposed amendment to our Constitution which in any way
undercuts or degrades the fundamental rights and freedoms of the people.
The UDP rulers has shown that they are hell-bent on achieving absolute power by
debasing the Constitution and seeking to deprive people access to the Courts for
remedy against unjust arbitrary actions of the Government.



The PUP will put an end to this dangerous drift towards dictatorship and make the
voice of the people in referendum binding in order to restore the citizens’ right to
participate in decisions affecting their lives.



The PUP will reduce the term of government to four
years and there will be a fixed date for elections in every
four year cycle.
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We believe that four years is an adequate period for the electorate to be able to judge
the performance or lack thereof of their elected representatives and to make an
informed decision whether or not to renew the mandate or vote for a change. The
fixed date for general elections will enhance greater public trust and participation in
the democratic process.



The PUP is committed to an elected Senate.



The composition of the Elections and Boundaries Commission will be reviewed to
ensure that persons of high integrity and impartiality are appointed. The Chairperson
should be appointed with the approval of the leaders of all parties represented in the
House of Representatives. The Representation of the People’s Act will be revised to
ensure free and fair elections and to avoid such abuses and irregularities as we see
taking place by the UDP administration with the mass granting of instant citizenship
without proper verification and the registering of many such persons on the voters list
at addresses where they do not and never did reside.



Belize like every modern democratic state requires an effective Public Sector that
serves and supports the Belizean people without fear or favour affection or ill will. The
PUP recognizes that much more needs to be done to improve the performance of the
Public Sector (government departments as well as statutory bodies and state owned
corporations) in the maintenance of law and order; in the provision of efficient and
affordable utility services, in the expansion of a good education at all levels from early
childhood to tertiary levels; in the provision of an affordable quality healthcare system;
in the promotion and development of sports facilities and training of athletes; in the
support we give to our artists and musicians and in all forms of cultural expression
and activity. Above all we recognize the need for government to facilitate sustainable
economic growth, the creation of employment and the reduction of poverty.



A PUP Government will maintain majority control of public utilities.



A Freedom of the Press Law will guarantee free speech and protect whistle-blowers
who expose abuse, acts of corruption and waste of resources in public office.



The Prevention of Corruption Act 2007 will be reinforced and the Integrity in Public
Life legislation will be given teeth to sanction non-compliance with the requirement for
disclosure of income, assets and liabilities by elected public officials.



The PUP will in consultation with NGO’s and the Public Sector introduce Campaign
Finance legislation to grapple with the vexing problem of money in politics dominating
and driving the system.
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Reform To Strengthen The System Of Justice
The PUP has a proud record of restoring confidence in and respecting the independence of
the Judiciary.
The UDP upon coming to office in 2008 however took us back decades with respect to
security of tenure of Judges including the Judges of the Court of Appeal.
The PUP will repeal the Constitutional amendment hatched by the UDP which have Judges
on one year renewal contracts. All Judges to be independent of the executive must have
security of tenure.


The rule of law has become increasingly absent in Belize since the UDP came into
power. Government Ministers and their political appointees/contract officers do what
they want without consequences; they fire, terrorize and victimize Belizeans;
scandals, corrupt practices and abuses are reported routinely in the media. They have
perverted the justice system by interfering shamelessly to provide immunity and
cover-up for all kinds of criminal activities while persecuting innocent persons who
oppose them politically. Even decisions of the Courts against the government are
brazenly ignored. The Prime Minister no less has openly criticized Judges’ rulings
that go against his government and has defied a Court of Appeal decision in the BTL
nationalization case by sending in armed security officers to forcibly take control of the
BTL offices.



A Justices of the Peace Act will be brought into force and a PUP Government will give
full respect to the work of the Association of Justices of the Peace in upholding high
standards among JPs.



The PUP will establish the Office of Public Defender to rigorously defend the rights of
citizens against unjust action or abuse by any government agency.



The PUP will uphold the Constitution as the Supreme Law of Belize and govern with
respect for the equal rights of all. Elected officials including the Prime Minister and the
Cabinet of Ministers must realize that they are servants of the people and behave
accordingly. No one is above the law. The arrogant abuse of power, corruption and
any unjust enrichment in public life will be dealt with by the full force of the law.

Reform To Strengthen The Economy


The PUP will reverse the reckless policies of the UDP that have destroyed business
confidence and investment in Belize. Instead of belligerence and confrontation
towards the social partners shown by an arrogant UDP Prime Minister and his
cabinet, there will be dialogue and consultation.
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The PUP will engage in a concerted drive to secure affordable credit for small
business and young entrepreneurs. A new incentive program geared towards the
productive sectors and job-creating investments will be created.



A Job Training Scheme for unemployed youth will be introduced.



It is a fact that Belize like most small developing countries does not generate enough
capital through domestic savings for significant growth and development. Direct
Foreign Investment (FDI) that brings in fresh capital, new technology, export markets
and foreign exchange will be promoted in a stable and predictable economic
environment with clear rules for investment. A Foreign Investment Promotion Act will
set out the criteria for investment and legal protection offered against expropriation of
private property by the state. An effective process for the payment of prompt and
adequate compensation for any compulsory acquisition of land and property will be
established.
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CRIME, SECURITY AND JUSTICE
In recent years, Belizeans have lived under the threat of violence and criminality on a scale
unprecedented in the modern independent Belize. Law-abiding citizens live in fear.
Whenever another murder or robbery or home invasion takes place, people’s sense of
security is negatively impacted; investment and economic growth is stymied. When so many
of these crimes go undetected and where the conviction rate of accused criminals is so
appallingly low, there is a deep-seated distrust of the police and the system of justice. To
effectively address the scourge of violent crime, the PUP will pursue a three-pronged
approach to national security: Respect for the Rule of Law, Strengthening Law Enforcement
and Justice.


Organized crime, gang violence and drug trafficking pose a clear and present danger
to justice and peace in the land. The PUP will pursue a policy of cooperation between
local law enforcement bodies and international enforcement partners to root out
organized crime. This will be done without compromising our sovereignty as an
independent nation.



The PUP acknowledges that a new approach to policing to effectively reduce the
crime rate must be based on the citizens having trust and confidence in the police.
Effective response mechanisms will be implemented to protect life and property,
ensuring that more police officers are on the beat, more police booths properly
manned and working with neighbourhood crime watch groups, tourist police and
special constabulary. The use of security cameras in crime sensitive areas will be
deployed.



The Gang Suppression Unit (GSU) has lost the confidence of the Belizean people and
must be replaced with a more effective anti-violence unit.



The Forensic Science programme will be made fully operational to enable DNA
testing and an up to date ballistic registry.



The Criminal Code will be amended with a “stand your ground” provision for citizens
to be justified in the defence of their home to use all necessary force to repel any
intruder. Other draconian gun laws will be revised.
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The new PUP administration will undertake a comprehensive programme to
modernize the court system so as to achieve greater efficiency, speedier trials and
more effective disposal of cases with a goal of eliminating the backlog of cases which
makes a mockery of the Administration of Justice.



The Belize Defence Force has a pivotal role to play in national security. A PUP
government will strengthen its capability both human and institutional to better patrol
our borders to prevent and apprehend incursions into our territory of persons engaged
in illegal farming and harvesting of xate and other forestry products.



An independent Citizens Complaints Bureau with necessary legal authority will be
appointed to address allegations of abuse by security forces.



The sanctity of citizenship must be restored. With this in mind the PUP will appoint an
Independent Commission to review Immigration policy and laws and implement its
recommendations. A law will be enacted to stop the issuance of nationality certificates
(naturalization) three months before national and municipal elections.



At the heart of democracy and a just society is freedom and fairness and the right of
citizens to choose their government leaders in free and fair elections. To ensure this,
the PUP will restore the impartiality and professional integrity of the Elections and
Boundaries Commission.



The PUP will give full support to a reorganized and motivated police department with
high professional standards, good public relations, better trained and equipped with
improved conditions of service led by a competent Belizean Commissioner of Police
who commands the respect of officers and the community at large.



The services of law enforcement experts from abroad will be utilized as advisors and
consultants without prejudice to our sovereignty and in practical acknowledgement of
the enormous resources available to transnational criminals and organized crime.



The reform of the Justice system continues to be a pressing issue.
The
independence of the Judiciary and the integrity of Judges and Magistrates must be
jealously safeguarded and upheld.



The reform of the prison service must continue. Convicted prisoners must be
securely held. Measures to rehabilitate prisoners especially first time offenders must
be balanced with programs for them to engage in productive work. Community service
as alternative sentencing will be established on a more organized basis with proper
supervision, especially for persons convicted of minor offences such as possession of
a small quantity of marijuana.



The BDF will also be kept engaged alongside the police in the fight against organized
crime.
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TOURISM

Ocean View Grand

A Driving Force For Sustainable Development
Over the last ten years tourism has become one of the most important industries in Belize
contributing almost 20 percent to the country’s GDP. The growth in the tourism product
during the PUP administration saw unprecedented infrastructural developments, generated 1
in every 4 jobs whether direct or indirect and attracted the largest foreign exchange earnings.
Today tourism receipts are down from almost $600 million dollars to $485 million. The
industry has lost over 1,000 jobs and investments local and foreign have virtually dried up.
The tourism industry in Belize is struggling and hotel occupancy is down even though global
tourism continues to grow as a multi-billion dollar industry.
The Way Forward



The PUP will re-activate a booming construction industry by offering
attractive fiscal incentives to the private sector for the building of industrial
facilities, housing projects with mortgage financing and tourism projects
including world class hotels with international conference facilities and for
the building of a port for cruise ships to dock alongside.



For tourism to again experience steady growth and development the PUP
administration will ensure that proper management works in close coordination with
the stakeholders in the travel, hospitality and tour-guide business to implement
policies which enhance the tourism product and secure a wider and more diverse
spread of tourism earnings.



The B.T.B. which has changed three directors in 3 years must articulate a clear vision
and direction and follow through with the necessary investments in human resource
capacity, infrastructure and marketing strategy.
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A laser-focus on national strategies to address crime and violence at the highest
political level with full community participation will be given by the PUP administration.



The PUP will intensify national and local government programs and strategies in a
robust regulatory framework to upkeep Belize in a clean and green environment.



The tourism industry provides Belizeans with opportunities to cherish and celebrate
the beauty and bounty of our country. It generates well-paying jobs and opportunities
for small business and entrepreneurs.



The PUP will ensure that cruise tourism impact positively the livelihood of ordinary
Belizeans with safeguards to protect our fragile environment.



The tourism marketing strategic plan will reach out to new and unconventional
markets with mutually beneficial linkages with neighbouring destinations in Mexico,
Central America and the Caribbean. The Canadian market will be targeted more
effectively and coordinated efforts to expand air-lift into Belize from around the world
will be pursued.



Ensure that budgetary allocation priority is given to tourism destinations like San
Pedro, Caye Cauker, Placencia, Hopkins, Cayo, Corozal, Orange Walk, Toledo and
Belize districts and the emerging destinations to enable them to do even better and
contribute even more to national development.



The PUP will ensure that “Belize pops up on every Global Distribution System
(G.B.S.) used by the industry.



A tourist market at the Agricultural Show Ground Belmopan will be
promoted.
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FOOD AND AGRICULTURE POLICY
In support of our economic strategy of job creation, self-reliance, food security and export-led
growth, the PUP will continue to promote the development of agriculture, agri-business and
the fishing industry. We are reminded of the saying: no farmer, no food.


The farmer must have arable land. He must have access to affordable credit. He
must receive fair prices and a market (local and foreign) for his product. We also
recognize that rural economic development – access to potable water, electricity,
better feeder roads, access to modern telecommunications and decent social
institutions (proper housing, quality primary healthcare and good schools) is vital to a
prosperous agriculture.



The PUP will provide unflinching support to the traditional industries, sugar, citrus,
bananas, sea food, other diversified crops such as farmed fish and shrimp, papayas,
and cacao which provide very substantial export earnings and generate thousands of
jobs and livelihood to Belizean families throughout the country.



The PUP will restructure the Belize Marketing Corporation (BMC) as an export agency
and facilitator of farmers to market their produce abroad. The BMC will cease to
import goods which distort the domestic market causing unacceptable crop and
financial losses to producers.
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The PUP will review the tax system to provide incentives to the productive sector to
increase production, productivity and competitiveness. The expansion of the rice
industry, beans, corn, soy, tropical fruits, the livestock industry, poultry, eggs,
processed meats, honey, vegetables and root crops will be supported and a more
aggressive export marketing strategy will be pursued.



The PUP will welcome foreign direct investments in food processing and other agribusiness ventures which compliment and supplement local agricultural production by
moving into value-added products that will enhance our hard currency capacity.



We will remove all import duties from genuine and necessary agriculture inputs.



The PUP will focus on ensuring a sustainable supply of marine products for the
domestic and export markets particularly, lobster, shrimp and conch.



The next PUP government will implement a national Agricultural and Food Policy
strategy which positions the productive sector as the bedrock of national development
with clear predictable rules guaranteed by the state in its role as a facilitator of the
farming and fishing communities providing incentives for greater production.



The sugar industry will be maintained in the hands of Belizeans. The fuel subsidy for
cane farmers will be maintained.
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EDUCATION POLICY
“Education is the most powerful Weapon which
you can use to change the World”
(Nelson Mandela)
The People’s United Party Believe in Education! We believe that Education is the great
Equalizer. We believe that an educated workforce is key to National Development and
investment in education continues to be the most effective poverty alleviation strategy. We
are committed to Free Education at the Primary and Secondary Level.
Education has always been a top priority for a P.U.P. Government, and the P.U.P. Education
Revolution has improved quality, expanded access and created greater efficiency and
accountability in our education system.
Our unprecedented investments in education have resulted in thousands of new classrooms;
new primary, secondary and tertiary institutions serving growing communities; new preschools; thousands of trained teachers; special education centers; six new institutes for
technical and vocational education training; a new central campus in Belmopan for the
National University of Belize; thousands of scholarship opportunities; free textbooks for
primary school students; and expanded enrollment from pre-school to university.
Indeed, much has been done but much more remains to be done.
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Our goal is to provide universal access to primary and
secondary education
A.

Early Childhood Education and Development:

The period of early childhood is that period of a child’s life from birth to eight years. Our
education system has traditionally given far from sufficient attention to this most important
phase in a child’s development.


The P.U.P. recognizes the urgent need to increase opportunities for access to preschool education and to improve the quality of that pre-school education nationwide.

B.

Technical and Vocational Education and Training:



The Education Model we embrace must equip our people at every stage of their lives
with the tools they need to create value out of their education. It must be an education
that is relevant to the needs of our private and public sectors and it must provide us
with a population that can not only find employment, but also create employment.
A well trained workforce is critical to economic growth and social development.

The PUP will:


Aggressively expand access to ITVET’s nationwide



Ensure that the curricula for all Technical and Vocational Training programs reflect the
appropriate occupational standards and that managers and instructors at the institutes
are properly trained.

C.

Teacher Education:

The PUP will expand access to
The significant number of untrained teachers at the primary school level remains an
impediment to our delivery of quality education. In 2006 the P.U.P. Government established
the Teacher Education and Development Unit (TEDU) dedicated to providing teachers with
greater access to opportunities for quality training and education programs.
We must build on this foundation.
The PUP will:


Expand and enhance monitoring, evaluation and accountability targets for teachers
and teacher education programs.
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Expand access to and improve quality of teacher education programs and services at
all levels of the education systems as well as in – service training.

D.

Special Education:

All our children have a right to a quality education. Our policies in respect of children with
special education needs must reflect our commitment to the principles of inclusion and Most
Enabling Environment (MEE). Inclusion recognizes the right of all our students to learn within
his or her own community and MEE is based on putting the child in the best environment,
given his or her special needs, conducive to that child getting the greatest opportunity for a
quality education.
The PUP will:


Strengthen the capacity of the Special Education Unit to provide its services nationally
in the most effective and efficient manner.



Promote inclusion and universal access to primary education for all special needs
students.



Establish additional Special Education Centers and Schools in areas of the country
where a need has been established.

E.

Curriculum and Assessment:

Our National Education Curriculum must be relevant and responsive to the development
needs of Belize. It must reflect the fast changing world in which we live, ongoing
technological advancements, our growth industries such as Tourism, and new emerging
sectors such as the oil and energy sector. It must also emphasize our national commitment
to healthy life skills and positive citizenship.
The PUP will:


Ensure continued priority to the basics: literacy and numeracy.



Enhance and strengthen our National Curriculum to ensure that it is current, relevant
and directly linked to our National Development Goals.



Formalize and enhance national assessment in an effort to establish national
standards and improve national planning.

F.

The National University of Belize:

Our national university remains the flagship of our Education System. The People’s United
Party is firmly committed to the planned growth and strategic development of the University
of Belize. Our national university must be at the center of National Development promoting a
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culture of critical thinking, analytical research, and access to emerging ideas and
technologies.
The PUP will:


Increase tertiary level enrollment at Junior Colleges/Sixth Forms.



Greatly expand the University of Belize Scholarship Program implemented by the
P.U.P. Government in 2004.



Strengthen and enhance the capacity and independence of University of Belize’s
Board of Trustees, Administration and Faculty.



Ensure that University of Belize’s programs and course offerings are directly linked to
Belize’s National Development Goals and Strategies. Science, engineering and
technology must become central to the future training programs of the University.

G.

Conclusion:

Education is a never-ending process and the system of education with which we live and
work remains fluid and flexible. The one constant is the fact that the system must work for
our students. Building a competitive, productive economy which delivers prosperity for all
requires a population with greater knowledge and skills. We will not achieve a more just and
inclusive society if we fail to adequately invest in building the capacity of our people. Our
People’s United Party has an ambitious agenda for transforming our society and economy.
This Education Policy reflects our understanding that much of that agenda is dependent on
the investments we make in our young people, in our workforce, and in our communities.
Our party has always emphasized the importance of education to the advancement and
wellbeing of individuals and their families as well as to national development.
There is clearly a growing need for additional resources if our education system is to operate
at world class levels. But of even greater importance is for high performing, competent,
trained teachers to be recognized and incentivized for their dedicated work.

24

CULTURE
The PUP will:



Implement the “one laptop per student” program at the primary and
secondary level in a phased development.



Expand basic arts programs in our schools – visual, music and performance (drama
and elocution).



Support small digital labs at the high school level to introduce the teaching of new
technologies in design, music production and game programming.



Compliment this art in school program by providing a source of working capital to
artists and artisans involved in the cultural and entertainment industry.



Support initiatives involving multi-media production in the areas of educational
documentaries, art videos, music videos and short films.



Establish the Andy Palacio annual prize for music.



Establish the George Gabb annual prize for visual art.



Establish the Beverly Smith Lopez annual prize for performing arts.
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WOMEN’S AGENDA
“FORGING PARTNERSHIPS, IMPACTING LIVES”
The People’s United Party (PUP) is the only political party in the history of Belize to take a
serious approach to empowering women. The PUP, and the United Women’s Group
(UWG), will remain committed to building a Belize free from inequality, discrimination, and
oppression of women and girls. The PUP’s programs and policies will address the
economic, legal, social, emotional, spiritual and physical well-being of women and girls
across the country.
The PUP will:


Ensure women’s participation in decision-making bodies – the Cabinet, the Senate
and government appointed boards.



Pursue policies and programs to provide easier access to micro-credit loans to
women entrepreneurs.



Promote women’s cooperatives in industries such as sewing factories, handicrafts,
food processing and catering.



Provide inter-ministerial focus and coordination along with all social partners in
improving the health, social services, life-skills, welfare and child care capability of
women.



Provide needed assistance to grandparents and other care-givers who take care of
children.



Expand and increase non-contributory pension scheme for indigent women 65 years
and older.



Maintain a food assistance program for poor unemployed women, single head of
household.



Provide more effective, more responsive and speedier legal remedies in cases of
domestic violence, rape and sexual offences against women and children, boys as
well as girls.



Define rape to include the forcible penetration of all body orifices (irrespective of
gender).



Legislate for court ordered DNA and blood tests without consent in cases of paternity,
rape and other sexual offences.
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OUR YOUTH: OUR HOPE
OUR YOUTH
OUR BOSSES OF TOMORROW
Many of the programs in this manifesto – education and skills training, jobs, economic, social
and cultural upliftment – have a direct bearing on our youth to help them escape from the
morass of hopelessness in which far too many young people find themselves.
Here we highlight specific initiatives that the PUP will undertake to rescue young Belizeans,
to find meaning and purpose in their lives, to realize their God-given talents and to mobilize
their energies in productive and positive endeavours.


A National Youth Service will be introduced with a mandate to provide valuable civic
and community service to young people while earning job experience.



A National Apprenticeship program in partnership with business and industry will be
re-activated. Taking the best from the YTS, youth training school. A Job Training
Program will be established.



Youth for the Future will be established by law as a statutory corporation with a proper
budget to implement leadership training, job-placement, conflict resolution counseling,
issues relating to reproductive health and responsibilities of parenting, mentorship and
career planning.



The PUP will implement our obligations assumed under the International Convention
on the Rights of the Child and provide youth representative a strong voice in the
formulation of policies and programs for young people.



The PUP will collaborate with community youth groups such s the Scouts, Guides,
church youth clubs, YMCA and YWCA with financial and technical assistance.



The PUP will economically empower young people by providing
freehold lot title at the age of 18 years.
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SPORTS
The PUP proposes the following measures for our youth to excel in sports for we recognize
the importance of sports in building character, offering fulfillment for our young people and
serving as a vehicle for national development, discipline, dignity and self-respect.
Create a clear pathway and structure for the delivery of sport and recreation for our
youth and the general public.
The PUP will:


Sign a tripartite agreement between the National Sports Council (NSC), the National
Olympic Committee (NOC) and the various National Sports Federations (NF’s).



Develop structure for primary and secondary school competitions. Merge the Ministry
of Education and Sport.



Develop a tax break program as an incentive for private sector sponsorship for sport.

Creation and upgrading of indoor and outdoor facilities for every community across
the country.


Build an international arena for basketball and volleyball in Belize City.



Upgrade the Corozal civic center.



Upgrade the Punta Gorda sport complex.



Provide wooden floor for the Orange Walk Sport Complex and the UB Gymnasium.



Build sport complex for San Ignacio, Dangriga and San Pedro.



Provide training grounds for athletics in each district.
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Upgrade and maintain football fields in each district for national competition.



Provide office space for major NF’s.

Development of a National Sport Strategy to make our youths maximize their potential
as athletes and be channeled to the sport of their choice.


Develop Athlete Development Models (ADM’s) for major disciplines in conjunction
with NF’s.



Collaborate with NF’s to develop strategic plans for disciplines.



Establish a calendar for competition for main disciplines with set dates for school
programs.



Provide a Technical director and an Administrative person attached to NF’s.



Establish girls and women programs in each discipline.



Mandate that schools adhere to findings of ADM’s and it becomes mandatory.

Development of programs for elite athletes


In collaboration with the NOC, provide training for coaches for primary school for all
disciples.



Promote sport as recreation for the general public.
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BETTER HEALTH CARE FOR ALL
The PUP remains fully committed to radically transform Belize’s health system to ensure
more equitable access to quality health services. A healthy population is essential for
sustained growth and stability of the nation.
The people of Belize feel utterly betrayed by the UDP government’s failure to build upon the
PUP’s NHI project which provided quality and affordable primary health care to thousands of
the poor and most vulnerable Belizeans.
Today spiraling costs, bureaucratic inefficiency and waste of resources, corruption in the
tendering process and procurement of medicines and hospital supplies plague Belize’s
health system. This UDP government’s scandal-ridden track record resulted in an
unprecedented strike action by doctors at the KHMH. Low morale among health workers,
inferior quality medicines at exorbitant costs to taxpayers and patient dissatisfaction must be
addressed with a sense of urgency.
The PUP will:


Establish the national health priorities based on the health needs of Belize’s growing
population, technological advances in medicine and available resources. The
priorities will form the basis of the National Health Plan which will balance
preventative and curative care with the emphasis on the former.



Upgrade the Karl Heusner Memorial Hospital with the necessary investment in
infrastructure, medicines, supplies, equipment and most importantly the health-care
workers, removing the financial mismanagement in the purchasing of medicines and
supplies.
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Improve the Punta Gorda and Corozal Hospitals, establishing well-equipped
diagnostic and treatment centres at all district hospitals to provide laboratory,
radiology and ultrasound.



Expand the training of medical personnel in short supply, especially nurses, specialist
nurses, radiographers and medical technologists as well as offering improved
salaries, benefits and conditions of service to ensure adequate retention to meet
required staff levels.



Invest in the training of doctors and nurses in areas where currently that expertise and
service may not be widely available such as cancer treatment and kidney diseases.



Expand the access to NHI and Primary Health Care countrywide starting
with the most impoverished areas.



Put back the coverage of deliveries of babies under NHI program that was cut by this
UDP government.



Improve sanitation, waste management and public health practices to minimize the
risk of outbreak of communicable diseases such as malaria, dengue, tuberculosis,
HIV/AIDS.



Intensify public education programs to reduce the incidence of lifestyle-related
illnesses such as heart diseases, lung cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure, and
HIV/AIDS, encouraging early detection and treatment.



Remove all import duties on the importation of medical equipment and technologies.



Provide tax credits for health insurance premiums paid by employees and employers.



Invest in Cancer Screening Programs and intensify public education campaigns on
the benefits of early cancer detection and treatment.



Work to reduce the high incidence of preventable injuries from road accidents and
senseless violence with community programs involving the police and the public.



Raise the nutritional level of children in school feeding programs and promote
wellness and healthy life styles for young and old with exercise, sports and
recreational activities.
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS & FOREIGN TRADE
The next PUP government will vigorously pursue policies at the international level to attract
new investments, expand markets for our agricultural exports and promote Belize as an
exciting tourist destination.
Hold a referendum for the people to decide whether or not to take the Belize – Guatemala
Differendum to the I.C.J.
Identify new sources for bilateral, regional and international economic cooperation programs.

LAND AND HOUSING
The Ministry of Natural Resources over the past four years has wantonly and corruptly
confiscated people’s land, arbitrarily cancelled leases recommended by village councils and
unlawfully issued hundreds of such parcels of land to friends, family members and cronies of
the ruling party. The PUP will return the lots to the rightful owners.


End the political manipulation in the lease and sale of national land. Secure titles will
be provided to Belizeans based on need and merit.



End the unbridled exploitation of our forest as we see happening right now with the
rosewood extraction in the Toledo district controlled by a close relative of the Minister.



Convert all lease lots to Freehold Titles



Expand opportunities for home ownership by securing adequate low interest
mortgage funding for housing construction.-



Give increased priority to the housing conditions of the poor and will concentrate
efforts on upgrading the housing stock in these deprived and unsanitary areas of our
cities and towns.



A 5 acre parcel of land will be provided to farmers in need. Farm roads will be
upgraded.



The road unit in the Toledo district will be restored.
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The father of our Nation, our great leader, was called home to enter into the joy of the Lord on
September 19th, 2011. After a long life of service and sacrifice to his nation and people, the Lord saw
that he had grown weary, that this good and faithful servant had completed his work in this life.
A grateful nation mourned with heavy hearts. We understood our loss, but could we ever come to
accept it.
After all, his guiding hand had led us from colonial past to sovereign independent nation. His
strength, wisdom and humility led us from oppression and exploitation to a National Belizean identity.
He held our nations hand as we learned to walk and talk.
He lifted our nation on his shoulders as we learned to think and work.
He cradled our nation in his chest as we learned to care and love.
And he embraced us in his gentle yet powerful arms as we learned to Believe in Belize.
We will never forget you, Father of the Nation.
You are in our hearts, in our thoughts, and in our actions.
We must continue your work of Nation building.
We remain true soldiers in the peaceful, constructive, Belizean revolution.

Tribute to George Price
Holy Redeemer Parish
By: P.U.P. Leader Francis Fonseca
January 15th, 201
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On March 7th, 2012 we humbly and respectfully ask you to
VOTE for the PUP CANDIDATE in your Area

www.pup.org.bz
facebook: PUP Belize
youTUBE: belizepup

