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A letter from the political leader
Dear voter,

But we did not give up. We stuck togher!
With sweat, dermination, the proactive
interventions of your Government, and the
generous iﬆance of our friends, both old
and new, we replanted our crops, repaired our
hom, rehabilitated our roads and bridg,
re- equied our ﬁshermen and rebuilt some
of our church.

On the night of May 5 2005, you spoke. You
trusted the Dominica Labour Party, and
had such conﬁdence in its leadership and
programme, that you gave to our Party the
mandate to govern our country for another ﬁve
(5) years. We were satisﬁed that the dision
you took was based on the fact that you were
leased with the rults we had delivered to In spite of the ill will of our critics and
dractors, we compled the Windsor Park
you during our ﬁrst ﬁve (5) years in office.
Stadium and constructed the ﬁrst hase
We accepted the rponsibiliti of that of the new Dominica Grammar School. The
mandate with humility, and immediately elegantly digned Soufriere, Tan Tane and
continued the task of bringing development Fond St. Jean sea defence walls, have lifted the
to our beloved Dominica and caring for you ambiance of the villag. Parents, children
in the manner we had been demonstrating. and inhabitants of the town of Portsmouth
refer with pride and joy to their state of the
We s out on the new ﬁve year journey of
art Roosevelt Douglas Primary School.
development togher; it was not always
smooth sailing. We had to contend with Togher, we confronted the worst that
the dtructive forc of nature; hurrican, was thrown at us by a global ﬁnancial and
ﬂoods, landslid, earthquak and sea- onomic crisis, and we stood tall. Fiery
swells, ich ravaged our crops, damaged darts of slander, innuendo and character
vital infrastructure, laid waste church and ination have been hurled at us, but we
hom and s back the onomic advanc we remained ﬁxed on the job you had given us
were making.
to do.
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A letter from the political leader
The reward for our steadfastn has been
vindication by the law courts, steady and
sustained onomic growth, an increasingly
proud people and a new excitement all over
the country that it is now Dominica`s turn to
make that great leap forward that so many
generations have dreamt about.

intend to bring Dominica to that next level of
development over the next ﬁve years. It builds
on at we have been able to accomplish
over the last ﬁve years, and identiﬁ many
new areas for invtment that can rapidly
improve on our standard of living and
hopefully surp the targs we have s for
onomic growth and job creation.

Hiﬆory and a future that looks promising
with labour are calling on you to join in a We are prenting to you a team of candidat
movement of endeavor to take Dominica to o are well rpeed in their communiti
the next level.
and o have a sound rord of service and
performance throughout Dominica. Each
My friend, the sun has s on the days
of them is committed to being your humble
of onomic irrponsibility and ﬁscal
servant for the next ﬁve years. Togher, we
gambling; there will be no rurn, for you
must continue the journey to take our country
can now clearly see the road to continued
to a level, ere no one go in need of food,
progr being paved by the political Party of
clothing, shelter, or a satisfying job.
choice, the Dominica Labour Party. Whher
you are a farmer, ﬁsher, small entrepreneur, Dominica`s future is in your hands; I
single mother, student, cultural artiﬆ, invite you to be part of the making of this
vendor, huckster, tradperson or an elder new Dominica. With Labour, you can`t go
citizen, the Government has liﬆened to you wrong.
and has rponded to your call for suort
Sincerely yours in dedicated service,
and iﬆance. We intend to continue to do
so.
This manifto is a blueprint of how we Roosevelt Skerrit.
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The Economy (wealth and job creation)
In the past term, we worked actively at building a
strong platform for sustained economic growth.
Our prudent ﬁscal and economic policies have
insulated the country from the more severe
effects of the global recession. We have initiated
a wide and far reaching Public Sector Investment
Programme that has provided jobs to hundreds
of persons, both skilled and unskilled.
While the region and the rest of the world are
reeling under the effects of the global recession,
we will be proceeding with our investment
programme that will take us to the next level of
our development.
One of the challenges we face in moving to
that level, is to encourage the private sector
to become more visible and active drivers of
economic activity and of new investments.
We have already moved to create a stimulus
for this by facilitating the AID Bank in securing
new lines of credit that should provide a boost
to individuals and ﬁrms willing to invest in the
productive sectors of the economy.
In the new term, we will:
•
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Expand our capital expenditure
programme with new projects in hotel

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

and marina development in the north of
the country;
Rehabilitate the west coast road;
Complete the Rosalie / Petite Soufriere
road;
Create a new export industry based on
our groundwater resources;
Construct a state of the art State
College;
Continue the construction of farm
access roads;
Build the Portsmouth Fisheries
Complex;
Complete the Pointe Michel sea wall;
Complete the Caneﬁeld to Pond Casse
road and rehabilitate the Pond Casse to
Melville Hall road; and
Transform the City of Roseau into the
most modern and historic city in the
OECS.

We call on all our skilled brothers and sisters
who are resident overseas, to stand prepared
to respond to the call to come play their part in
moving our country to this next level.
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Agriculture

The agricultural sector is a major contributor to
GDP, an important provider of jobs in our rural
communities, and is vital to our food security
arrangements and to our export performance.

•

Plant and rehabilitate up to one thousand
acres of coffee;

•

Acquire equipment for the newly
constructed packing houses to assist in
meeting international standards in the
export of agricultural products;

•

Train farmers in the use of ICT in managing
their enterprises;

•

Provide funding at an interest rate of 0% to
farmers through the Agricultural Investment
Unit;

•

Encourage and support greenhouse
farming;

•

Support the expansion of root crop
production in order to exploit opportunities
for export;

•

Assist farmers in obtaining fertilizer at
affordable prices;

•

Construct and equip a Fisheries Complex in
Portsmouth;

•

Complete the review and redrafting of
legislation to make land transactions easier
and quicker;

•

Provide irrigation to farmers in Calibishie
and Milton; and

•

Provide support to DBPL in accessing
regional markets for their commodities.

In the new term, we will:
•

•

Adopt a new Agricultural Policy Framework
for which a draft has already been
prepared;
Ensure that top quality seedlings and
planting materials are available year round
to farmers;

•

Provide grant funding to small farmers;

•

Provide incentives for the establishment of
greenhouses;

•

Support farmer groups in responding to
changing market requirements for their
produce;

•

Provide a special package of incentives and
support to farmers willing to contract their
production to agro-processors;

•

•

Upgrade the Central Livestock farm
at Londonderry as a model for dairy
production and processing;
Partner with the private sector in
establishing viable poultry and pork
industries;
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Agriculture

Fisheries and Aquaculture
Labour is of the view that the Fisheries Sector and ﬁshers, play an important role in supplying
the protein needs of our people. Cognisant of this, we moved quickly to provide income support
to ﬁshers after the passage of Hurricane Omar and to replace lost boats and engines, provide
new ﬁshing tackle and to reconstruct locker rooms and boat sheds.
We aim to modernise ﬁshing and to ensure that ﬁshing is conducted in a manner that conforms
to best practice as regards the preservation of the marine environment.
In the new term, we will:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Complete the study on the impact of Ghost Fishing on the population of coastal
species;
Introduce measures to improve on ﬁshing methods;
Introduce regulations requiring that ﬁsh pots be constructed of biodegradable material;
Provide ongoing training to ﬁshers on all aspects of their business;
Engage the authorities of Martinique and Guadeloupe to stem illegal ﬁshing in our
waters;
Closely monitor our ﬁsh population to prevent overﬁshing;
Facilitate the provision of loans / grants to ﬁshers; and
Upgrade ﬁsh landing sites and equip these with the necessary refrigeration facilities.
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Agriculture

Agro - Industry
Labour has always preached that the abundance of fruits, vegetables, root crops, herbs and
spices available locally, places Dominica in a good position to develop a viable agro- processing
industry. However, that potential has been frustrated because our farmers have been weaned
on a system and scale of production focusing on one or two crops for the export market, where
prices generally are far more attractive than those paid by the processor.
In order to reverse this situation,
and to enable agro- industries to
play a greater role in food security,
we will in the new term:
•

•

•

•

•

Establish a coffee processing
plant capable of utilising all
the coffee produced locally;
Provide special incentives
to agro-processors willing to
contract farmers to supply
them with raw materials;
Provide special incentives to
agro- processors exporting
more than 50 per cent of
their output;
Encourage and provide
assistance to processors to
become HACCP certiﬁed;
Support the introduction of a course in Food Science and Technology at the State
College;

•

Provide assistance to ﬁrms whose exports and operations have been adversely affected
by the global recession; and

•

Collaborate with the AID Bank in the reﬁnancing of viable operators who have run into
difﬁculty.
9
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Tourism
Tourism has emerged as one of the main sectors
contributing to sustained economic growth and job
creation. We have been pursuing and supporting
a vision of sustainable tourism that enriches the
lives of all citizens by creating economic, social
and cultural opportunities, protecting the natural
resources and scenic, heritage and cultural features
of the country. We have nurtured community
involvement in tourism at sustainable levels, and
created career paths for the young people of the
country.
In the new term, we will continue to grow
the Tourism Sector by:
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
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Intensifying our promotion of Dominica as
the Nature Island of the Caribbean;
Construct a modern, state of the art cruise
ship berth and entertainment centre, capable
of accommodating up to three mega ships
at any one time.
Adopting land use policies that protect our
marine and terrestrial environments;
Encouraging
investments
in
and
supporting the promotion of Dominica as a
premiere destination for Weddings and/or
Honeymoons, Health and Wellness Tourism
and Yachting;
Establish a regime of special incentives for
residential tourism;
Taking the lead in mobilising external
ﬁnancing for the development of tourism;
Continuing the upgrade of sites and facilities
all over the island;
Complete construction of the Waitikubuli
National Trail;
Providing ﬁnancial support for development
of a resort at Woodford Hill;

•
•
•
•
•

Construct a Marina Village, Hotel and
Shopping Complex in Portsmouth;
Restoring the French Quarter of the City of
Roseau;
Re-developing the Roseau River Bank as
an entertainment promenade;
Re-establishing the Old Market Plaza as an
open air plaza for cultural events;
Granting tax incentives to property owners
to preserve or rehabilitate buildings of
historic value;

•

Providing opportunities for training of
young persons in the Hotel and Hospitality
Industry; and

•

Strengthening the Invest Dominica Authority
and Discover Dominica Authority with
appropriately trained personnel to lead the
programme of development.

Labour`s policy in implementing the above
programme, will be to partner with the private
sector and with private landowners interested in
developing their properties.
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Small Business
Labour believes that anyone with a good, viable business idea should be provided with
assistance for its establishment. We also believe that existing businesses in need of additional
resources to take advantage of market opportunities should be provided with the necessary
support. This belief led to the establishment of the Business Gateway managed by DEXIA
and to the ongoing support we provide to the sector through the Youth Business Trust and the
National Development Foundation of Dominica (NDFD).
Our establishment of the Small Business Support Unit ( SBSU ) in the Ministry of Trade has
been received with enthusiasm by small entrepreneurs. Currently, the demand for loans from
the unit, far exceeds the amount budgeted for its establishment and operation.
In the new term, we will:
•

Streamline the operations of the various small business support entities so that they
fall under one umbrella agency ;

•
•

Provide increased ﬁnancial resources to the unit for lending to small businesses;
Encourage businesses that are similar to come together so that they can beneﬁt from
the bulk purchasing of inputs;

•

Provide business extension services to assist businesses in need of technical advice
that they may not be able to source on their own;

•
•

Support the entrepreneurship programme at the Dominica State College; and
Work with the Dominica State College to strengthen it`s entrepreneurial development
programme as a feeder to the SBSU and other small business support agencies.

11
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Financial Services
For Labour, Financial Services include insurance, banking, credit unions, operations such
as “Fast Cash” and other forms of ﬁnancial services. Over the past few years, we have
been working at removing the image of Dominica as a non-cooperative country by the
Financial Action Task Force (FATF), a situation that arose because of the Tax Regulations
of a prior administration to the Offshore Financial Services sector.
In the new term, we will:
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•

Continue work on improving the climate for investing in Dominica;

•

Introduce legislation that will allow a greater degree of regulation of Credit
Unions;

•

Support initiatives aimed at preserving the wealth of Dominicans by ensuring the
continued operations of insurance companies adversely affected by the global
ﬁnancial crisis; and

•

Promote Dominica as a safe, well regulated jurisdiction for offshore ﬁnancial
services.
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Information Communications
Technology ( ICT ).
Labour realises that no modern economy can be efﬁcient and grow without a population that
possesses basic skills in Information Technology (IT ). That is why we are now well advanced
in the preparation of an ICT Policy and have simultaneously launched a programme to bring IT
to all the schools in Dominica. On the infrastructure side, we have in place a submarine cable
providing broadband services to existing and potential operators at substantially reduced rates.
The Dominica State College is now an International Computer Drivers License certiﬁed institution
and has provided training to hundreds of teachers.
In the new term, we will:
•
•

Develop an ICT Park and an ICT Centre of Excellence and Innovations ( CEI );
Design and deliver E- learning programmes through the CEI;

•

Work with ECTEL to ensure that interconnection rates drop by 60 per cent over the next two
years;
Finalise the ICT Policy;

•
•

Provide support to the Clear Harbour Call Centre in the company`s expansion of it`s
operations, thereby creating additional jobs;

•

Train all secondary school leavers in the ICDL qualiﬁcation; and

•

Provide the tools for using multimedia for teaching in secondary schools.

13
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Protecting the Vulnerable
(A Caring Society)
One of the policies of Labour for which we are unmatched, and which has raised the bar in
deﬁning a caring Government, is our Social Protection and Poverty Alleviation Policy. In spite of
setbacks due to the recession, a standby arrangement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF)
and recently, the global crisis, we maintained social spending at the same level and even went as
far as increasing it.
A key feature of our programme, is that it not only functions as a safety net, but also invests in
the infrastructure around which sustainable jobs can be created, thereby helping lift people out
of poverty. Our programme has brought relief to the elderly, children and youth at risk, including
the delivery of recovery skills to young offenders. The schools transfer grant and the provision
of transportation to schoolchildren have eased the ﬁnancial burden on families, especially in the
rural areas.
Our “Yes, We Care” initiative, which delivers care to 301 of the elderly and persons with disabilities,
on a daily basis, is an innovation that is unmatched anywhere.
In the new term a DLP Government will:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
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Extend the reach of Social Protection to cover those who may have been missed;
Keep under review our delivery of Social Services to improve its effectiveness;
Introduce and extend skills training and conﬂict resolution workshops in targeted
communities;
Increase the efﬁciency of delivery of the Public Support Programme in the Ofﬁce of the
Prime Minister;
Construct and equip a facility for rehabilitating drug users;
Provide support to the operations of Camp Rescue at Londonderry; and
Open the home for disadvantaged youth at Jimmit.
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Pirates Point
•

This is a major government initiative that will develop the yacht and cruise
industry in Dominica so as to increase the inﬂow of foreign exchange and local
job opportunities.

•

This Sixty (60) million dollars development will be located on the site of the
former Sunshine Village at the Cabrits, north of Portsmouth.

•

The funds provided under a Chinese Government Loan facility will be allocated
to construct this yacht and cruise centre to cater to this growing market.

•

It will jump start other private sector local and foreign investment in the area.

15
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The Kalinago People
The Kalinago People are the foundation of Waitukubuli/
Dominican society and culture. Their ancestors
fought and maintained the liberty and independence
of this island that we have all inherited. The DLP has
always maintained close links with the indigenous
people, providing the ﬁrst motorable roads, improved
schools and health care over many decades. The
DLP created the Salybia Constituency and enabled
the ﬁrst Kalinago representative in the House of
Assembly, Lawrence Darroux, to be elected. During
its last term the DLP has:
•

Provided school buses for the pupils of the
Territory.

•

Provided improved housing and new housing
under the housing revolution.

•

Constructed the new Salybia Primary School at
St.Cyr.

•

Arranged for university scholarships for Kalinago
youth to Venezuela, China Cuba and elsewhere

•

Commenced the laying out of a totally new
water supply system for the Territory from a new
source.

•

Completed the cultural village Kalinago Barana
Aute which had been promised by previous
governments but never put in place.

•

Enabled public ofﬁcers from the Carib Territory to
get loans from the Government Housing Loans
scheme

In the next term the DLP government will:
•

Complete all projects that are now underway in
the Territory.

•

Continue to develop the territory by extending
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paved village roads.
•

Extending the water supply service.

•

Increase the tourist arrivals into the Territory for
job creation and sale of crafts.

•

Construct the Kalinago segment of the
Waitukubuli National Trail through the Territory.

•

Expand the marketing of Kalinago Craft work in
the region and the wider world.

•

Develop the housing stock in the Territory under
the Chinese and Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB) schemes.
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Our Natural Environment
Dominica is blessed with a natural environment that has sustained its people for generations. It has
ensured that we have clean water, fertile soil and an abundance of forest and wild life resources. This
has enabled our people to survive through crisis in the past. With a growing world shortage of water and
the increasing demand and high prices for energy we must once again turn to our natural resources. This
is to protect Dominicans from international environmental crises of global warming and climate change
that threatens us all. We must use our natural resources wisely for a sustainable future. The Labour
Party is laying the groundwork for cheaper energy and sustainable resources.

Environmental Affairs
•

Ecology, climate change and environmental
protection are crucial issues in the world
today.

•

Given Dominica’s place as the Nature Island
we have to make our mark internationally,
placing ourselves in the forefront of action
on these matters.

•

The next Labour government will therefore
group together all such related departments
as a section of a ministry that will include
Environmental Affairs.

•

The National Parks and Forestry Department
has already been housed in new quarters.
Attention will be given to providing increased
training and scholarships to staff for they will
be in the forefront of this new environmental
programme.

Water
•

Water is one of the single most important
natural resources of this nation. It must be
protected and used in a manner that will be
of the greatest beneﬁt to our people.

•

The DLP has explored the extent of our
water resources and studies have found that
we have reserves of groundwater capable
of supplying in excess of 20 million gallons
per day. These ﬁndings are going to be
used to improve the supply of water for local
consumption and export.

•

Reservoirs and fresh water intakes will
continue to be improved.

•

A major development will be the construction
of a new water system for the west coast using
improved facilities from Picard River intake
so that outdated intakes for communities
such as Dublanc, Colihaut, Coulibistrie and
Salisbury will be replaced.

•

An agreement has been signed with Sisserou
Water Inc for the export of bulk water from
the Melville Hall (Clyde) River.
The protection of watersheds so as to
maintain the ﬂow of our rivers will be
upgraded and new legislation will ensure
that river banks will be better preserved.
17
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Energy
•

With the world desperate for new forms of energy to replace fossil fuels and with international
oil prices ﬂuctuating at an alarming rate, the DLP is laying the foundations for energy security in
the years ahead.

•

While it develops renewable energy resources such as geothermal, solar, wind and hydro
electricity, the DLP has ensured continuous supplies of fuel from Venezuela through Petro
Caribe and its bulk storage facility at Jimmit.

•

The Government will continue to work with DOMLEC to ensure that the supply of electricity
remains constant and that equipment and training keeps abreast of the latest technology.

•

In the long term however, our ultimate goal is to be self sufﬁcient in energy needs by using our
own renewable natural energy resources

Geothermal
•

Dominica has the highest concentration of geothermal sources in the world with nine volcanic
centres around the island.

•

The DLP has already made agreements to explore and harness this energy and this work is now
in progress.

•

During this term, the selected sites will be tapped and will come into action. This will reduce the
energy bills of every Dominican.

•

It will give Dominica cheap clean power that will attract foreign investment.

•

We will be able to export power to the neighbouring French Islands.

Hydro

18

•

The existing hydro plants in the Roseau Valley will be repaired and up graded so as to provide
a more efﬁcient service.

•

Micro hydro plants will be installed at river sites around the island.
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Wind
•

Dominica lies directly in the path of the north east Trade Winds coming from the Atlantic
Ocean.

•

Pilot wind turbines have already shown that this provides a constant source of energy.

•

Wind turbines will be placed along the east coast and the power will be fed into communities
nearby as well as into the national grid system.

Solar
•

Power from the sun is already being tapped in Dominica and several houses are self sufﬁcient
in energy, getting power from solar panels on roof tops.

•

Public lighting in some areas is already solar powered.

•

The DLP will review import duties on solar equipment to make installation cheaper.

•

We will seek to design public buildings with their own solar power and to encourage private
home owners to do the same.

Disaster Management
•

The DLP has already upgraded and renamed the department responsible for disaster
management so as to better reﬂect that it is constantly on standby to protect the people.

•

It has been given new ofﬁces at Jimmit.

•

Equipment and facilities will be further improved to cope with hurricanes, ﬂooding, landslides,
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions among other potential disasters.

Solid waste
•

The DLP has made great strides in ensuring that the island remains clean and green.

•

The Fond Cole disposal centre was commissioned and equipment and manpower has been
put in place to cover the whole island.

•

A program to dispose of derelict vehicles will be put in place and investment in disposal
equipment will be made.

•

Systems for collection and disposal of solid waste will be reviewed and necessary changes
will be made.
19
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Mining Regulations
•

The increase in aggregate mining operations has become a controversial issue in recent
years.

•

It is however an important source of foreign exchange and a balance will have to be found
between mining and the environmental health of the communities near to quarries.

•

The effect that quarries have on the natural ecology of the rivers and coastal zones will be
assessed and regulations put in place.

•

The DLP will carry out a complete review of these issues and pass new legislation where
necessary.

Quality of Life
Although ﬁnancial statistics indicate
that the economy of Dominica has
been carefully managed by the DLP
administration, just as important is the
quality of life. How healthy and educated
are we? How clean is our environment?
What is the condition of our housing?
How happy are we with our way of life
and our society? These are constant
concerns of the DLP government and
we have spared no efforts in ensuring
that the quality of life of all Dominicans
continues to improve.
20
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Health care
The health of our people is of paramount
importance to the overall well being of our nation.
A healthy workforce is key to production. The
DLP government has been vigilant in providing
the means to this end among the many advances
made in health care:
•

of China
Hospital.

at

the

Princess

Margaret

To ease the burden of health care on the
young and the old the DLP exempted
persons sixty-ﬁve (65) years and older and
persons 18 years and under from paying
all hospital user fees.

•

Make signiﬁcant improvements to the
Marigot Hospital emergency services in
keeping with the expansion and upgrading
of the Melville Hall airport.

•

To deal with the nursing shortage, ﬁnancial
assistance is provided to persons doing
nursing programmes at various levels.

•

Maintain nursing staff numbers to service
the health care sector.

•

In collaboration with the Cuban government,
the Miracle Eye Care programme continued
to beneﬁt may Dominicans.

•

Boost the support already given to
education and alleviation of diabetes,
hypertension and HIV/AIDS programmes.

•

New ambulances have been added to the
ﬂeet during the last DLP term.

•

Ensure adequate ambulance services with
replenishing of equipment.

•

A new health centre has been constructed
at Castle Bruce. Improvements have been
made to other clinics and health centres.

•

Strengthen the primary healthcare
system by reviewing its operations in all
communities and increasing support for
the network of health committees.

•

The
rehabilitation
of
the Psychiatric Unit at
the Princess Margaret
Hospital.

•

A Cuban supported
diagnostic clinic has been
established at the Armour
Hospital at Portsmouth.

The DLP administration will
•

Construct the new state of
the art hospital extension
ﬁnanced by the government

21
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Education and Training
•

•

•

The construction of the Roosevelt Douglas
Primary School at Portsmouth and the
Salibya and San Sauveur primary schools
have been achieved during this term.
Prime Minister Skerrit is pursuing a vision
of a university graduate in every home.
To this end there are already over 300
students in universities world wide thanks
to the Labour Party’s efforts.

•

The great support for early childhood
education continues.

•

The primary and secondary school
curriculum is being advanced by
developing technical and vocational
branches ﬁnanced by the Caribbean
Development Bank (CDB).

•

•
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We have assured that every child
has a secondary education and that
opportunities for further education are
more widely available.

The transportation programme ensuring
that pupils to get to and from school easily
and with less cost has transformed the
links between home and school.
Hundreds of persons have received
training through several ICT training
programmes. Over 50 teachers have
been certiﬁed. Over 500 new computers
were distributed to secondary and ﬁve
primary schools.

In our next term the DLP government will:
•

Construct and commission a state of
the art State College campus adjacent
to the existing campus at Stock Farm.

•

Complete the building project at the
Dominica Grammar School.

•

Embark on a national programme of
vocational and technical education to
compliment the academic section of
the Universal Secondary Education.

•

Launch a special programme in
schools to counteract drugs and crime
among youth.

•

Increase the number of graduate
teachers in the education system.

•

Further expand the availability of
scholarships from foreign governments
to graduates of the State College
so as to fulﬁll the vision of university
qualiﬁcations generally.

•

Strengthen government’s links and
support for early childhood education
among privately run pre schools.

•

Improve school infrastructure and
facilities and make the widest use of
internet technology for education.
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Housing
The DLP government has made housing one of the key platforms of its administration. It was
faced with large areas of sub standard housing all over the island where people were living in
appalling conditions but they did not have the means to repair or rebuild their homes. In the face
of this the DLP took decisive action and embarked on the Housing Revolution and the work
continues:
•

Thirty (30) houses have been completed at Hillsborough Gardens, St.Joseph.

•

Forty one (41) houses have been constructed in the Carib Territory.

•

Eleven (11) houses have been completed at Bellevue Chopin.

•

Under the Home Repair and Sanitation component of the Housing Revolution Programme,
ﬁve hundred and ﬁfty six (556) houses have been repaired at a cost of $2.8 million.

•

Houses have been constructed for needy families at Savanne Paille, Chance, Elmshall
and other scattered areas where there was need.

•

This Housing Revolution will be intensiﬁed in the new term.
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Culture
Culture

Dominica’s vibrant traditional culture and the new talents in music and song take pride of place
in our national image. The DLP, under the leadership of Edward Le Blanc in the 1960s was the
pioneer of this revival and the journey continues.
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•

Together the Cultural Division, Department of Local Government, the Reunion Committee
and groups all over the island worked brilliantly to host Reunion 2008 for Dominica’s 30th
anniversary of independence.

•

A new building at Old Mill, Caneﬁeld has been opened to house a museum of culture.

•

Government has appointed a Cultural Advisor to assist in directing the path ahead as
we merge our cultural resources to promote our talent abroad and link it to our tourism
industry.

•

The DLP will give increased attention to our cultural industries and assist our artists and
artisans in promotion and income generation.

•

The DLP intends to give new life to the International World Creole Festival by broadening
its appeal and holding fringe events at other locations to complement the main shows.

•

There will be a renewed focus on musical education and support for music educators to
develop talent for the future of the local music industry.

•

The expansion of culture activity to encompass architectural restoration and archaeology
will be undertaken during this term.
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Persons with Disabilities
•

The DLP has consistently supported groups
working with persons with disabilities and this
will continue so as to ensure that all citizens
can make their contribution to nation building
regardless of the physical challenges they
face.

•

Support for the Special Olympics will be
strengthened.

•

Encouragement will be given by all means
possible to those who are overcoming their
disabilities to take part in social interaction
and self achievement.

Gender Affairs
•

The

Department

of

Gender

Affairs

continues to work towards easing the
challenges, the problems, and the areas
of conﬂict that are caused by gender
imbalance or differences within our
society.
•

The DLP aims at creating an atmosphere of
peace and cooperation in the households
and workplaces of our nation.

•

Discrimination in this area must be
eradicated

and

cases

of

domestic

violence related to pressures created by
the breakdown of gender relations will be
the focus of our attention.
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INFRASTRUCTURE:
BUILDING THE NATION
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WE MUST
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Roads and Bridges
The DLP recognizes that a proper road network is necessary for linking communities and for economic
development. However, because of Dominica’s heavy rainfall and mountainous landscape the construction of
roads and bridges is both challenging and expensive.
In the present term, our Government has successfully met this challenge by:
•
•
•
•
•

establishment of the Public Works Corporation;
developing a 10 year Road Sector Programme;
preparing a draft National Road Policy and a Technical Road Policy;
constructing new bridges at Lagoon, Portsmouth, the Indian River, Roseau etc;
constructing sea or river defence walls at Tan Tan, Toucarie, Elmshall, Pointe Michel, Soufriere/Scotts
Head and Fond St. Jean;

•

road construction and repairs throughout the island including Roseau Valley, Roseau, Portsmouth
Blenheim Valley, Thibaud, Vieille Case, Bath Estate, Roseau Valley, Goodwill, Mahaut, Warner/Sultan,
Fond Cole, Wotten Waven, Riviere Cyrique;
In the next term, our Government will:
•
•
•
•
•

complete the reconstruction of the Caneﬁeld to Melville Hall road;
complete the China funded Roseau to Portsmouth highway;
construct the Rosalie to Petite Soufriere road
continue its programme of paving village roads
improve the programme of road repairs throughout Dominica
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Air Access
The DLP government considered that the improvement of the Melville Hall Airport was necessary to
meet the immediate to medium term air access needs of Dominica. Although, the cost of an international
airport (now estimated at $1billion) is presently beyond Dominica’s means, our Government nevertheless
continues to explore all opportunities to achieve such a goal.
The improvements to the Melville Hall Airport which are now nearing completion include:
•

expansion of the runway from 4996 feet to 6146 feet;

•

lighting of the runway to provide for night landing;

•

new terminal building with ancillary services;

•

new car park;

•

sea reclamation;

•

a new ﬁre station equipped with a new ﬁre truck and with sea rescue capabilities;

These improvements, particularly night landing will eliminate some of the main problems faced by
travellers to and from Dominica.
Meanwhile, a Task Force consisting of members of the private and public sectors was established since
2008 to consider all aspects of the construction of an International Airport including:
•
•

options for ﬁnancing; and
options for construction and design.

The Dominica Labour Party government remains committed to the construction of an international airport
for Dominica.
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YOUTH AND SPORTS
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Youth

The DLP government has spared no effort in encouraging
and assisting the youth to reach their full potential. We
believe that they should be fully equipped for the future
which belongs to them.
The Government has sought to empower the youth
by:
•
•
•

•
•

•

expansion of the Dominica Cadet Corps
establishing the Dominica Youth Business Trust
to provide small business development;
setting up the Small Business Assistance
Facility to assist ﬁnancial assistance the youth
wishing to start a business;
providing support to Operation Youth Quake in
caring for “ at risk” youth;
strengthening the Youth Skills Training
Programme which provide skills training to
unemployed and underemployed youth; and
teaching of patriotism through the reintroduction
of civics in schools.

In the next term, the DLP Government will:
•
•
•
•
•
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expand and strengthen the Cadet Corps;
continue actions to ﬁght drug abuse and
juvenile delinquency;
increase skills training;
enhance youth entrepreneurship;
provide housing and other support to Camp
Rescue

Sports
Sports
Sports
Sports
Sports

The DLP recognizes the role of sports in developing strong bodies and disciplined minds, and in
preventing socially unacceptable behaviour among the youth. The economic potential of sports
has also been recognized and pursued. Additionally, Sports play a key role in improving quality of
life.
During the present term, the DLP Government has:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

built the Windsor Park stadium
strengthened the provision of Physical Education in schools;
increased the number of Youth Sports Ofﬁcers;
expanded the cricket coaching programme;
distributed sports equipment to school;
provided tax, VAT and duty free concessions for sporting equipment; and
constructed and/or improved community playing ﬁelds.

In the next term the Government will:
•

Upgrade and increase the number of sporting facilities to facilitate an increased involvement
of our citizens, of all ages, in sports;

•

Introduce an incentive programme for outstanding performers to help them develop to their
fullest potential;

•

Collaborate with sporting bodies to improve the infrastructure within which they operate;

•
•

Formally establish the Regional U – 13 Netball championships; and,
Introduce the staging of District Sports Festivals.
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IMPROVING COMMUNITIES
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Urban Renewal
The DLP wants the city of Roseau and the town of Portsmouth to be the most pleasant and
attractive urban areas in the Caribbean and to contribute signiﬁcantly to the economic development
of Dominica.
In pursuit of these goals, the DLP government has:
•
•
•
•

carried out road and sidewalk improvements in Roseau and Portsmouth;
built a housing scheme at Bellevue Rawle and houses at Chance, Portsmouth;
paved all unpaved roads in Portsmouth;
built the Bath Road/Rose Street link road and bridge and developed the Bath Estate/St.
Aroment back road;

•

constructed the Lagoon and Indian River Bridges in Portsmouth; and

•

constructed the Roosevelt Douglas Primary School and Phase I and II of the Dominica
Grammar School

In the next term the DLP government will:
•

Construct a Government administration building, bus terminal and sewerage system for
Portsmouth;

•
•
•
•

Take measures to reduce the trafﬁc congestion in Roseau and Portsmouth;
Relocate residence at Lagoon, Portsmouth to housing scheme at Cotton Hill
Make more Government administrative services available at Portsmouth;
Further encourage economic activity in Portsmouth especially in the ﬁelds of Tourism,
Shipping and Fishing

•

Continue its enhancement of Roseau and its environment by addressing parking and trafﬁc,
urban housing and social welfare, urban aesthetic and the overall proﬁle of Roseau.
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Enhancing Rural Life
Rural life must remain vibrant and persons who
live in villages should enjoy a standard and
quality of life which is equal to that of those living
in towns.
Our Government has:
•

•
•
•
•

•

ensured that rural communities have
beneﬁtted signiﬁcantly from the Housing
Revolution;
conducted road construction and or repairs
throughout the island;
built
resource/community
centres
throughout the island;
ensured garbage collection in all of
Dominica;
initiated
and
supported
numerous
initiatives which create employment in
rural communities; and
ensured the provision of social services in
as many communities as possible.

recognizing the contributions of outstanding
members which create employment in rural
communities;
•
•
•
•
•

•

tangibly
support
private/community
initiatives which contribute to the
development of community life;

•

continue to give tangible support to
agriculture which is still the life blood of
rural communities;

•

encourage more students from rural
communities to obtain tertiary education
and to return to live and work in their
communities; and

•

ensure that economic development is not
at the expense of the environment;

In the next term, our Government will:
•
•
•
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ensure that every community in Dominica
has a reliable potable water supply;
improve community playgrounds;
encourage community involvement by

launch initiatives to stimulate community
based tourism and employment;
encourage and support life – style
improvement activities;
encourage private housing schemes;
expand the Housing Revolution in rural
communities;
give incentives to businesses using
resources from local communities;
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Law and Order
Fighting Crime
Criminal activity is a threat to the prosperity of
Dominica and the safety of its citizens and visitors.
The DLP is determined that Dominica retains its
reputation as a friendly, peaceful and law abiding
country, and as a result has taken a pro-active
stance in the ﬁght against crime.

•

Improve the Evidence law to recognize and
allow for the use of modern technologies in
prosecuting criminals;

•

Introduce legislation to deal with internet
crime;
Create special zones around school to
prevent ;
Recruit more law ofﬁcers;

•

This includes:
•

purchase of over 30 new vehicles for the
Police;

•

the purchase of a mobile police
station;

•

purchase of a new Police patrol boat;

•

improvement to facilities at the state
prison;

•

training of police ofﬁcers in advanced
techniques in crime detection;

•

an increase in the number of police
ofﬁcers;

•

renovation of police stations; and

•

increasing the number of magistrates

•

In the next term, the DLP Government
will:
•

•
•

•
•

Improve technology for ﬁghting
crime e.g. ﬁngerprinting, ballistics
identiﬁcation, drugs testing;
Provide better training and working condition
for the Police and Prison ofﬁcers;
Enact stiffer penalties for certain crimes e.g.
those involving the use of ﬁrearms;
Provide specialized training in investigative
and prosecution and intelligence gathering;
Create a Public Complaints Desk or Ofﬁcer in
the Police Force;

•

Give victims of crime the right to address
court before sentencing;

•

Introduce programmes for drug addicts;

•

Increase co-operation with regional and
international police organizations; and
Construct of a Hall of Justice building

•
•

Amend the Magistrate Code of Procedure to
make trails speedier and more effective
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FOREIGN POLICY:
OUR PLACE IN THE WORLD

VOTE LABOUR
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Friends Abroad

The DLP pursued the most successful foreign policy in Dominica’s history. This has been based
on the principles that Dominica must be an active member of the regional and international
communities and that foreign policy must support our national development.

Highlights of the present term include:
•
•

establishment of diplomatic relations with the People’s Republic of China;
joining ALBA;

•

establishment of diplomatic relation with the Dominican Republic, Senegal, Monaco,
Poland, Romania, Saudi Arabia;

•

deepening and strengthening of relations with Cuba and Venezuela;

The DLP will build on the gains that it has made in foreign relations by:
•
•

establishment of consular ofﬁces in Antigua, St. Martin, USVI and BVI;
opening an embassy in Venezuela

•

establishment of new diplomatic relations especially with states in Asia, Africa and the
Arab world;

•

the development of diplomatic mission as investment promotion ofﬁces;

•

continuing commitment to and involvement in Caricom, the OECS, the OAS and the UN;

•

implementation of the Caribbean Single Market and Economy; and

•

consolidation of our relationship with the EU, Great Britain, Canada and the United
States.
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The Diaspora
The importance of the Dominica Diaspora has come to prominence as a result of the initiatives
of the DLP. Dominicans living abroad are an important part of our nation and must be allowed to
fully participate in and beneﬁt from our country’s development.
Highlights of the present term include:
•

establishment of a portfolio of Diaspora Affairs;

•

establishment of a Diaspora Desk;

•

production of a manual for returning Dominicans; and

•

initiating discussions on a draft Diaspora Policy Paper.

In the next term, we will strengthen our relationship with the Diaspora by:
•

appointing strategically placed members as honorary consuls;

•

encouraging and facilitating investment by members of the Diaspora in Dominica;

•

establish a mechanism for greater involvement of the Diaspora in executing contracts;

•

Finalise the Diaspora Policy;

•

initiating legislative changes to enhance their involvement in local political life;

•

facilitating their smooth return to and re-integration in Dominica;

•

actively encouraging and supporting the appointment of suitably qualiﬁed members to
positions in international and regional organizations

•
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soliciting and considering their views on signiﬁcant issues of national development
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Government for the People:
The DLP believes that persons in public ofﬁce should adhere to the highest
standards of integrity and that their service should always be for the public good.
The philosophy resulted in the passage and implementation of the Integrity in
Public Ofﬁce Act, which was a landmark achievement in the Eastern Caribbean.
The DLP will:
•

review the IPO Act to enhance its effectiveness;

•

introduce new rules governing public procurement/contracts and to improve
transparency, accountability and efﬁciency;

•

continue the policy of open access to members of Government;

•

establish a Citizen’s Complaint’s ofﬁce to deal with complaints of poor
service by Government departments;

•

enable the President to play a wider role in the selection of Commissions
and Boards; and

•

establish Principles of Public Life and Standards of Conduct for Ministers
and Members of Parliament.
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The Public Service
The DLP recognizes that a Public Service which is highly motivated, well trained and properly
rewarded is critical to the achievement of prosperity in Dominica. During the present term the
Government has contributed considerably to these objectives by:
•

providing ﬁnancial assistance to public ofﬁcers for further education;

•

Performance Management Workshops and the launch of the Management Development
Programme;

•

Workshops in Stress Management, Customer Service and Conﬂict Resolution/Team building;

•

Makin low interest housing loans available to public ofﬁcers;

In the next term, the DLP will:
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•

review, the Public Service Regulations and General Orders in conjunction with the unions;

•

make various public service and application forms available online;

•

continue the introduction of modern management and organization practices;

•

review and improve career paths in the Public Service;

•

improve the physical and environmental conditions in which public ofﬁcers work;

•

strengthen and expand in-service training of public ofﬁcers;

•

increase support for ofﬁcers seeking higher education;

•

continue facilitating home ownership by Public Ofﬁcers

Together We Must...TAKE DOMINICA TO THE NEXT LEVEL • VOTE LABOUR

Access to Government:
The DLP believes that it is essential to democracy that members of the public should have
unhindered access to their government. As a result, the DLP government has initiated a highly
successful policy which enables members of the public to meet the Prime Minister and other
Ministers on a regular, open and easy basis. This hallmark of our democracy will continue.
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Thank You fo
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In Summary

Voters of Dominica, the foregoing constitute a credible and practical vision and plan for taking Dominica
to the next level. The Dominica Labour Party administration has demonstrated in the past four and a
half years its capacity to deliver in the worst of times and conditions. The momentum is there for
continued growth, development and prosperity. This is not the time or the circumstance to tinker with
our development. Support for the Dominica Labour Party is support for the blueprint that will propel
Dominica to the next level of development. We urge you to support the candidate of the Dominica
Labour Party in your constituency. Be proud of the record of achievement of the last four years and
promote the ideas and policies contained in this document. Together we must, fellow countrymen and
women, take Dominica to the next level.
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