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Our

Pledge to
Fight POVERTY
he PNP Administration is passionately committed to breaking the back
of poverty through our policies and programmes. Our President, and
Prime Minister, personifies that commitment, that fight.

T

Throughout this Manifesto, the People’s Manifesto, the programmes and
policies are holistically designed to ensure that those of us who are on the
periphery are brought fully into the economic net. Our aim is to create an
environment where EVERY Jamaican, including the urban and rural poor, the
working class, the young and the elderly, have an equal opportunity to improve
their lives and the lives of their families.
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together.
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amaica has arrived at a very hopeful,
exciting but challenging stage of our
development.

J

2

We can now lay claim to many of the
positive and essential features of a modern
society. These include macroeconomic
stability; the network of impressive
highways, a state-of-the-art
telecommunications system, and well
equipped airports and seaports.
PNP President, The Most Honourable Portia Simpson Miller, ON., MP

Our

Mission
TOWARD DEVELOPED
COUNTRY STATUS

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

Our social services, such as education,
health care and housing, are in the process
of rapid transformation, in keeping with
global standards.
We continue to capture world attention by
setting trends and breaking records
especially in sports, entertainment and the
arts.
Local and foreign investments are already
showing the positive results of job creation
and the stimulation of economic activity,
providing the economic base for the
expansion of social programmes. There are
more investments in the making, which give
the assurance that there are greater yields
to come.
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The steady progress in planned
development can be traced to the clear
vision of nationhood, which in 1938, gave
birth to the People’s National Party. This
vision moved us from colonialism into
political independence. In the 1950s, the
first PNP government pioneered the
education revolution that guaranteed
access to the leading secondary institutions
to the children of all Jamaicans.
This vision moved us to the fundamental,
life-changing social advances of the 1970s
and on to the current period, characterized
by the modernization process and the
laying of foundations for a transformed,
wealth-creating economy.
Today, Jamaica is no longer classified in the
world as a ‘poor country’. I can say with
confidence that, as a developing country,
we are on course for achieving the quality
society of a developed country by 2030.
Our manifesto is about meeting the
challenges of the next leg of the journey to
the status of a developed country.
We start with a clearly defined sense of
ourselves as a national family with a
shared vision that inspires everyone to
strive for the best for self and country.
With all Jamaicans, living and working
together as ‘One Jamaica, One Family,
Shaping the Future Together’, there will
be a powerful release of energy.

•

A country, based on the rule of law,
that guarantees human rights and justice
for everyone, regardless of gender, race,
social class, religion or political affiliation.

•

A stakeholder society offering every
Jamaican access to high quality education
and training; affordable health care;
proper shelter; a safe, secure
environment and a real stake in the
economic and political future of the
country.

•

People taking personal responsibility for
their lives.

•

Positive family values in evidence, with
parents and families taking responsibility
for children’s welfare, behaviour and
attendance in school.
3

•

The state playing the lead role in
creating the conditions for decent work.

•

Government maintaining the
institutional infrastructure for a thriving
modern market economy and providing
the full range of public social facilities.

•

The state managing public resources
with full transparency and accountability
and treating every Jamaican as a first
class citizen and valued stakeholder.

This new burst of energy will be the ‘wind
beneath my wings’ for my first full term of
office – the People’s Term. The goal is to
arrive at the quality society of a developed
country. Envision with me what ‘developed’
will mean for us:

•

Our foreign affairs enhancing our
country while helping to make the world a
better place; engaging Jamaicans in the
Diaspora and contributing to a stronger,
more vibrant CARICOM community.

•

The state promoting international and
local investment and trade, generating
globally competitive production and
employment for Jamaicans.
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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These are some of the features of a quality
society of a developed country.

maintaining harmonious relations between
trade unions, private and public sectors
and communities.

Our development strategy will not be driven
I am confident that as One Jamaica, One
by short-term considerations, but by longFamily, Shaping the Future Together we
term human and capital development
will conquer divisiveness, injustice,
objectives. As we balance the books
prejudice and poverty. We will rise
through responsible economic
victoriously as a peaceful, prosperous and
management, we will continue to balance
proud nation, energized by love. I
people’s lives by way of targeted economic
encourage you to sign up for this urgent
and social interventions. Economic growth
and noble mission by voting for the People’s
will support people-centred development.
National Party on Election Day, 2007. Let
us stay on course and begin to move full
The detailed measures we intend to pursue speed ahead to the quality society of a
in my first full term as Prime Minister are
developed country!
the natural outgrowth of the long-held vision
of the PNP. They represent the People’s
Agenda for the People’s Term because they
reflect the yearning and striving of
4
generations of Jamaicans to lift up
Portia Simpson Miller
themselves and their families.
President
For our beloved country to succeed in these People’s National Party
efforts, we will need the commitment, focus,
strength, energy and goodwill of all our
people. We must forge a strong social
partnership as the framework for

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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On Course to

The Quality

Society

5

- THE MAIN PLANKS
We have laid the foundation on which
Jamaica can advance its programme of
building the quality society and achieving
developed country status within this
generation.

During our next term, we will introduce a
case management system to reduce
court backlog and reorganize the Office of
the Director of Public Prosecutions and
further increase in victim support
services.

HERE ARE SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS
1. CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM

3. PUBLIC ORDER, SECURITY AND
SAFETY

We commit to a Constitution that is truly
Every effort must be made to protect the
grounded in the will of the Jamaican
right of all Jamaicans to live in an orderly,
people; one that creates the Jamaican
Republic, establishes the Caribbean Court secure and safe society. We will add
of Justice as Jamaica’s final court, and an 4,000 more members to the police force,
updated Charter of Rights to reflect
upgrade the Twickenham Park Police
current thinking on human rights
Academy to full University status, upgrade
forensic laboratories to world class
2. GOVERNANCE AND JUSTICE
standards and implement a National
Investigative Agency to tackle corruption
The administration of justice remains a
priority – it is the bedrock of every
in public life and trans-national organized
modern society.
crime.
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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4. WEALTH AND JOB CREATION
– OUR MEGA GROWTH PLATFORMS
We will institute further Labour Market
Reform and increase the competitiveness
of our products, goods and services. The
tremendous investments planned in the
tourism, agriculture, and construction
industries and the enterprise development
efforts we will implement will create a
historic number of jobs across sectors.
Three of the platforms are:

5. ENVIRONMENT, LAND AND
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING
Effective planning is critical in protecting our
natural resources and achieving sustainable
development. We will:

•

The new Highway Development Corridor
which represents one of the development
zones we will use in our approach to
strengthening wealth creation. It includes
the development of multi-modal logistics
gateway at Vernamfield and expansion of
Spanish Town and May Pen as new
commercial, civic and heritage centres.

6

•

Tourism – Blazing New Trails in an
industry which continues to see record
growth. We have conceived and have
started implementation of a series of
developments that will move Jamaican
tourism to a even higher heights. The
package includes the Luxury Resorts at
Harmony Cove, Rose Hall and Port
Antonio; development of Heritage &
Sports Tourism in Port Royal and Port
Antonio; and, implementation of the Major
Events Attractions Program which
includes hosting world and regional
events. These efforts will not only
transform tourism but contribute to
wealth creation.

•

Inner-City to Winner-City: Urban
Regeneration. This aspect is focused on
expanding community development
councils in targeted communities to
spearhead the development of economic
activities and social amenities.
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Develop additional programmes for
improved management of the environment
including sensitive areas such as
watersheds, hazard prone areas, and
coastal zones.

•

Continue streamlining the development
approval process and empower agencies
to access and share geographic
information data for planning and decision
making.

6. THE ENERGY REVOLUTION
The current high cost of imported fuels and
the growing demand for fuels require us to
explore other ways in which we can satisfy
our energy needs. We are committed to
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continuing efforts to diversify our energy
sources. Our plans include upgrading and
expansion of Petrojam’s capacity, the
production of Ethanol for local use and
export, and the construction of a natural
gas facility at Port Esquivel in St. Catherine.

7. EDUCATION TRANSFORMATION
AND TRAINING

•

Establish a mega multi purpose camp
facility in rural Jamaica to be utilized by
the National Youth Service to implement
an expanded re-socialisation, and training
programme for youth who are unattached
or ‘at-risk’.

•

Expand the Jamaica Drugs for the
Elderly Programme and the National
Health Fund Gold programme to cover a
wider range of ailments affecting senior
citizens

Our people’s best tool for upward mobility is
education. The PNP’s commitment to
education remains unshaken and remain
unchallenged. In the next term we will:

•

Expand the school tenure of children to
14 years by creating two types of schools
in the system – infant (K) to grade 6 and
grade 7 to grade 12

Upgrade the primary healthy care
system and increase the number of
community health aides

•

•

Implement a National Remediation
Programme to achieve 100% Literacy in 5
years

•

•

Establish a new children’s hospital in
Western Jamaica and support a
public/private partnership for a new
hospital in Portmore

Increase the number students
benefiting from the exam fee assistance
programme to reach approximately
40,000 students annually

9. GOVERNANCE & COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

•

•

Ensure that every person leaving high
school will have a level one HEART
certification

•

Our priorities in our next term will include:
Entrenching Local Government in the
Constitution Setting clear line of
demarcation between Central and Local
government

Expand the National Youth Service
(NYS) to be able to train, re-socialize and
equip 20,000 young men and women per
year.

8. OUR SOCIAL AGENDA

•

7

Promote self-employment among young
people through the provision of training in
the areas of entrepreneurship and
enterprise development

•

Accelerating efforts to ensure that all
citizens are engaged by central and local
government processes

•

Reviewing the experience of the
Municipality of Portmore with a view to
granting Municipal Status to other large
urban areas
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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10. OUR PLACE IN THE WORLD
In the next term we are committed to a
trade policy that emphasizes:

•

Jamaica’s leadership role in regional
and hemispheric policy development

monarch of a country which no Jamaican
can enter without a visa.
• Our legal system’s final Appellate
Court is the Privy Council that sits in the
said foreign country and which our
litigants and our local attorneys cannot
enter as of right.

•

The creation of a business environment
which facilitates increased
competitiveness

•

The proactive promotion of the
diversification of export products and
markets and reducing raw material costs

•
8

The interface with Jamaican and
Caribbean Diaspora to lobby and raise
capital for development while drawing on
their vast expertise.

1.

CONSTITUTIONAL
REFORM

Our present Constitution reflects the
shared assumptions and broad consensus
that existed in 1962 between the major
political parties and, by extension, among
the majority of our people.

•

The provisions of our Constitution in
respect of fundamental rights and
freedoms are out of date, and do not
reflect substantial developments that
have taken place internationally in this
area of governance.

•

Our Constitution is the product of an
Act of the Parliament of the United
Kingdom, and hence, does not derive its
basic legal authority from the will and the
act of the Jamaican people.
After 45 years of independence, it is time
that these defects be corrected. However,
this cannot be legally done without the
support, by Parliamentary vote, of the
members of the Parliamentary Opposition.
This is a consequence of the provisions of
our existing Constitution and the judgement
of the Privy Council itself.

In recognition of the need for this
collaboration, the PNP administration,
starting from 1992, has set about laying
the foundation for joint action by an
elaborate process of consultation and
discussion with the Jamaica Labour Party,
the Members of Parliament and the general
public.

It is now widely recognised, however, that
the time has come for a change that will
correct those defects that our experience
This is reflected in the Kerr Commission’s
has revealed and to forge a new consensus Report of 1994 which laid the foundation
to take us forward to the goals that we
for the consensus reached in principle on
have set ourselves.
all the main elements of a Constitution that
would create the Republic of Jamaica.
The most fundamental of these defects are
as follows:
The differences that still exist between the
parliamentary representatives of the PNP
• Our Head of State is the hereditary
and the JLP are primarily concerned with
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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one of the pillars in the process of
procedural rather than substantial issues,
and can be resolved without too much
development and central to the
difficulty once the genuine desire for
achievement of our goal of “One Jamaica,
collaborating on this fundamental issue of
One Family.”
constitutional reform remains intact.
We commit to a Constitution that is truly
grounded in the will of the Jamaican .
people and pledge that, as soon as
possible after the General Election, we will
seek consensus to pass the legislation
required to achieve the main elements of
constitutional reform that have so far been
agreed. These include:

•

A Jamaican Republic headed by a
Jamaican

•

Substitution of the Caribbean Court of
Justice for the UK-based Privy Council,
and

•

An updated Charter of Rights to
reflect current thinking on human rights
Before taking effect, we will ensure that
these constitutional changes are
submitted to the Jamaican electorate for
their approval.

2.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

•

Revision and modernization of the legal
aid regime so that more Jamaicans can be
assured of legal representation the
moment a person is taken into custody.
We also passed into law the new Bail Act
to protect the rights of citizens against
arbitrary detention.

•

Ensured improved protection for
women and children through the passage
of the Property (Right of Spouses) Act,
and the Maintenance Act. This is a
continuation of our mission, which started
with our repeal of the Bastard Act in the
1970s, preventing the exploitation of any
Jamaican who falls outside the laws of
marriage.

JUSTICE

“Injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere…
Whatever affects one directly,
affects all indirectly.”
- Martin Luther King Jnr
The People’s National Party sees the
system of the administration of justice as

9
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IN OUR NEXT TERM

competent court administrators

As a party established with ensuring justice • Introduce mandatory continuing legal
education and ethical training for
as part of its mandate, our commitment to
attorneys-at-law
the creation of a just and equitable society
is stronger than ever. The transformation
• Reorganize the Office of the Director of
of the justice system is therefore a critical
Public Prosecutions to provide one single
component of the plans for the future. Our
prosecution service for all courts
work in this regard will be anchored on the
recommendations of the Jamaican Justice
• Further increase victim services by the
System Reform Task Force that was
expansion of the cadre of the Victim
established by Government in 2006. This
Support Unit.
Task Force included key stakeholders,
including the Parliamentary Opposition, and
the human rights fraternity.
ORGANIZATION AND

STRUCTURES

FUNDING AND PHYSICAL PLANT
We will:

In order to reorganize and modernize the
Justice System, we will:

•

Provide a dedicated pool of funds to
provide adequately for implementation of
reform each Financial Year

10

•

Establish an independent Court
Services Agency, answerable to
Parliament and under the direction of the
Chief Justice to help ensure independence
of the judiciary from any influence or
interference by the Executive

•

Pursue the establishment of a Law
Foundation of Jamaica to assist in funding
innovative justice-related services. The
assistance of the private sector will be
sought.

•

Establish a Court Services Unit within
the Ministry of Justice with responsibility
for the implementation of the modern
systems and structures for our courts

HUMAN RESOURCES
AND TRAINING
A critical component of the reform is the
development of a cadre of highly
professional personnel critical to
administering the court management
function. We will:

•

Provide ongoing training for the
judiciary and other officers of the court

•

Establish a Judicial Code of Conduct

•

Introduce a case management system
in the criminal division of the courts and
transfer the administrative functions
from the resident magistrates to
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Regionalise the Supreme Court to sit in
regions in order to enhance the
dispensation of justice

•

Review of operations of specialized
courts and introduce new courts to deal
with mental health and domestic violence.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION ON
ISSUES RELATED TO JUSTICE,
LEGAL AND HUMAN RIGHTS
We will:
• Create the Jamaica Legal Information
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Institute to offer advice to citizens on how
to achieve effective and realisable redress

witnesses such as children and victims of
sexual abuse.

SUSTAINABLE ONGOING REFORM

• Expand legal aid services and the peace
and justice centres.

We are committed to a justice system that
fosters an ongoing process of reform and
innovation. We will:

MODERNIZATION OF COURT
OPERATIONS

•

Maintain and expand the consultation
process

In our next term, we will utilize appropriate
technology to provide timely and efficient
delivery of services and

•

•

Facilitate effective case flow
management and reduction of the case
backlog in all courts

Review existing criminal law for the
initiation of a Jamaican criminal code

•

Enhance our law reform capacity

•

•

Introduce a National Plan of Action for
Child Justice and a National Restorative
Justice Policy.

•

We believe that every Jamaican citizen,
every woman, man and child, must be
protected by the law and be able to live and
work in a safe environment.

Expand the role, and improve the
treatment, of victims in criminal
proceedings
Foster the court’s acceptance of
evidence by video conferencing to
facilitate the participation of vulnerable

11
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3

PUBLIC ORDER,
. SECURITY AND
SAFETY

•

Establishment of specialist
investigation teams such as Operation
Kingfish to combat major crimes including
the dismantling of major gangs.

The People’s National Party was founded on • Provided significant new equipment to
the security forces including 40 patrol
the commitment to the rule of law. The
provision of a safe and secure environment boats, and 4 helicopters
is a fundamental responsibility for any
• Acquired new technologies for the
government and the survival of the state
police including Automated Palm and
depends on it. Jamaica has faced a severe
Fingerprint Identification System;
challenge from criminal violence over the
Integrated Ballistic Identification System;
years. In recent years this violence has
Automated Border Management and
been facilitated by the growth of the
Information System at our airports; and
international drug trade and the easy
upgraded the Forensic Laboratory.
access to illegal firearms. These factors
have encouraged the consolidation of well• Reduced crime in many targeted
organized criminal networks within Jamaica,
communities through new crime
the wider Caribbean and throughout the
prevention strategies including the
hemisphere.
This
is
a
serious
problem,
12
Community Security Initiatives and the
which hinders our continued progress and
Citizens Security and Justice Programme.
must be tackled on several fronts
simultaneously.
• Enacted legislation to strengthen the

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

•

Significant reduction in the cocaine
trade: transportation of cocaine to the
US through Jamaica fell from 20% to 2%
between 2004 and 2006.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

powers of the security forces. Among the
major legislation introduced were a
Proceeds of Crime Bill, Amendment to the
Fingerprint Act, Amendment to the
Interception of Communication Act,
Trafficking in Person(s) Act, and a Police
Civilian Oversight Authority Act.
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To this end, we will:
Completed and introduced a National
Security Policy which included a strategic
• Add 4,000 more police officers to the
review of the Jamaica Defence Force
force to fill the increased establishment of
(JDF) and recommended a review of the
the 12,000 officers previously approved
Jamaica Constabulary Force (JCF) which
by Cabinet.
will form the basis of its reorganization.

•

•

The way forward requires a continuation of
the multi-faceted approach. We are
committed to:

Re-develop and upgrade the
Twickenham Park Police Academy to full
university status.

•

•

Continuing the dismantling of organized
crime networks and freeing vulnerable
communities from the rule of the “Don”.

Provide permanent training facilities for
the Island Special Constabulary Force
(ISCF.)

•

•

Intensifying the Reform Programme in
the JCF to provide better training and
equipment, improved pay and working
conditions, and an effective anti-corruption
effort.

•

Addressing the social conditions within
the communities that are particularly
violence-prone and from which many of
our young people are recruited into the
criminal underworld.
In our next term we will, continue to build
on past achievements as we:

•

Transform attitudes to promote
security awareness and ensure each
citizen embraces the concept that safety
and security are everybody’s business.

•

Strengthen local and international
multi-agency security efforts.

•

Reorganize the training of the police
with emphasis on human rights.

•

Continue the application of new crime
fighting technologies.

Develop more specialist training
modules for investigations, intelligence,
and firearms at Twickenham Park.

•

Expand the Graduate Entry Programme
for the JCF and implement national work
standards for the Police Force.

13

•

Complete the Strategic Review of the
JCF and implement its findings.

•

Launch a wholesale assault on
corruption within the Police Force
through a revision of the Police Service
Regulation and the disciplinary rules
being undertaken by the Disciplinary Task
Force.

•

Complete construction of a new public
morgue and equip the forensic laboratory
with the most up-to-date analytical
capabilities.

•

Implement, within the first three
months of the new term, a National
Independent Investigative Agency to
tackle corruption in public life and transnational organized crime (Bill already
drafted).
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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CRIME PREVENTION

•

Complete a programme of upgrading
and rehabilitation of all police stations and
construct new stations in Bath (St
Thomas), Alexander (St. Ann), Point Hill
(St. Catherine) and Port Maria (St. Mary).

14

•

– A Community Based Approach
Our programme to reduce the levels of
violent crimes will include an assault on
those conditions in violence-prone
communities, which give rise to anti-social
activities, in order to restore law-abiding
behaviour as a norm. We will, as a matter
of urgency:

Implement in collaboration with
Deporting Countries a programme for the
management, re-socializing and
monitoring of deportees from overseas
These measures will have to be supported
by an extensive legislative programme.

Promote peaceful dispute resolution
skills.

This will include:

•

•

Foster respect among families and
community members.

•

A new Act for the collection of DNA
Samples.

• Give additional focus to empowering
young men and women and ensure access
to capacity building and livelihood
opportunities.

•

Port Security Act to strengthen border
control (already drafted).

We are also committed to:

•

Testimony from remote location to
protect witnesses.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Expanding the Safe Schools
Programme.
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•

Continuing and Expanding the
Community Security Initiative.

•

Improving and Enhancing the Citizen
Security and Justice Programme.

•

Strengthening the Peace Management
Initiative (PMI).

COMMUNITY SAFETY
OFFICERS (CSOs)
We will be creating a corps of CSOs guided
by the principles of volunteerism and civic
responsibility. The CSOs will facilitate the
continuation and expansion of crime
prevention and community safety initiatives.
As volunteers from local communities, they
will act as a bridge between the police and
local communities. Their role will be
instrumental in helping to manage the
overall levels of crime, reduce anti-social
behaviour and build confidence in community
security in order to help reduce crime.
Among the areas of responsibility of
CSOs will be:

•

Conducting community safety audits,
including checking street lights, vehicles
and abandoned buildings.

•

Monitoring / reporting environmental
breaches, violations of transport rules
and breaches of public order.

4.

ECONOMIC
PLANNING AND
MANAGEMENT

Since we assumed office in 1989, the
People’s National Party has presided over a
period of significant achievements with
solutions to several serious problems that
had plagued the country and had not been
resolved by previous Administrations.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
During the early period of our tenure, we
focused on designing our own macroeconomic programme, beginning with a
market driven foreign exchange system,
reflecting a true rate of exchange. Inflation
was contained, as reflected in the fact that
in seven of the last ten years inflation has
been in single digits, falling to under 5.8% in
2006.

15

Our macro-economic programme enabled
us to terminate borrowing from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) with its
harsh conditionalities. We became the first
member country to have its policies
endorsed by the IMF as the basis for
gaining support from the World Bank, the
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
and the Caribbean Development Bank
(CDB).

•

This programme also facilitated our entry
into the international capital market, where
Jamaica’s credit worthiness is now fully
established. It is now commonplace for
• Patrolling communities along with the
bonds issued by Jamaica for extended
security forces.
periods for upward of 30 years to be
oversubscribed several times over within
Successfully implementing these initiatives
hours after bids are invited, even at
will help to create the safe and secure
reduced interest rates.
Jamaica which we all desire and to which
we are committed.

Collection of information on breaches
of law and crimes in the community.

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

Our macro-economic programme and
resulting credit worthiness have stabilized
the economy and enhanced confidence in
the country’s future.

•

In 1989, we inherited negative foreign
reserves of – US$875 Million. Today, our
foreign reserves are in excess of US$2.3
Billion and the Bank of Jamaica (BOJ)
ensures orderly movement in the foreign
exchange market.

There has been significant additional
investment in Bauxite/Alumina. Our two
international airports have been
modernized to the highest world standards
at a cost of US$350 Million. Investments in
highway infrastructure and roads have
totally transformed the country’s road
network at a cost of US$650 Million.

•

The critical positive spin-offs from the
increased levels of investments and
economic activity for ordinary Jamaicans
include the reduction of travel times and
greater access to services, for personal

•

The foreign exchange market can no
longer be manipulated for personal benefit
to the detriment of ordinary Jamaicans.

•

Our ability to control inflation has
brought significant benefits including the
positive effect of maintaining the real
purchasing power of wages for all groups
but in particular pensioners and fixed
income workers.

16

• Credibility in managing inflation was the
most important factor that led to the
historic first Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the
Government and the leaders of the trade
unions representing public sector workers
(including an outstanding trade unionist,
who is a leading member of the Opposition
Party). The MOU facilitated a period of
unprecedented peace on the industrial
labour front.
•

Increased confidence in our
management of the economy led to
growing levels of local and foreign direct
investments in Tourism, Bauxite/Alumina,
Telecommunications and visionary
infrastructure, surpassing all other
periods in Jamaica’s economic history.

•

These investments are to be seen
throughout the island. Over the past five
years, 12,000 new rooms have been
completed or are under construction.
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

and business purposes. It has also resulted
in an improved standard of living for a
large number of Jamaican households with
access to electricity, home ownership and
ownership of personal motor vehicles and
the freedom and flexibility that allows.

•

We completed the first phase of the
Pension Fund Reform, which entailed
placing the pensions industry within its own
legislative framework and under the
regulatory supervision of the Financial
Services Commission (FSC). From this first
phase of registration, we now have specific
data on the industry, indicating that there is
approximately $140 Billion under
management. This represents a significant
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percentage of national savings, and given
the long-term nature of these funds, there
is enormous potential for these resources
to be used in support of a range of
investments to expand the economy and
plan effectively for ordinary Jamaicans’
retirement.

OUR PLANS TO ADDRESS THE
CHALLENGES IN OUR NEXT TERM

REFORM OF THE PUBLIC SECTOR
In the next term, we will continue to improve
the level of efficiency of government
ministries and statutory bodies. There have
already been significant gains in this regard
through ongoing programmes. These
include the:
1. Modernisation of the Customs
Department – to fast track turnaround
times and global information sharing for
importers/exporters

The PNP Administration’s demonstration of
its ability to deal with what were once seen
as intractable problems is now a matter of
2. One-Stop System for Tax Compliance
record. There remains significant new
Certificates
challenges to be addressed in the medium
term. We are ready to tackle these
3. Creation of Executive Agencies
challenges in the next term.
– bringing services nearer to the people
DEBT AND THE FISCAL DEFICIT
We will continue to streamline public
sector delivery by:
A major challenge that we will continue to
address is the reduction and subsequent
elimination of the fiscal deficit. There is only
one way to achieve this objective: contain
public expenditure within revenues by
running a large primary surplus. This
requires continued strong political
leadership and resolve as there clearly
remains a range of needs in both the social
and physical infrastructure. As economic
growth accelerates revenues will increase
thus providing additional resources to
reduce the deficit. Unless the fiscal deficit
is eliminated, the country will continue to be
plagued by high debt servicing charges,
which consume a high percentage of the
national budget.
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1. Launching the ‘Development and
Investment Manual’ in August 2007
2. Establishing a One-Stop Port of Entry
to be called the ‘National Agricultural
Health and Food Safety Agency’
3. Building public awareness on ‘How to
prepare for Life Events’ and making it
easy to get the fundamentals in place for
life – replacing a lost driver’s license;
registering a birth; registering a death;
paying taxes online; applying for a
passport; accessing the NHF; and
accessing PATH among other things.

We will not make wild promises to the
electorate to win the next term. We are
committed to prudent fiscal management
as that is in the best interest of
Jamaica’s growth and development.

We will also improve the management
and efficiency of public sector companies
which are required to operate
commercially. The three most prominent
are: the Sugar Company of Jamaica
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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(SCJ), the Jamaica Urban Transit
Company (JUTC) and Air Jamaica Ltd.
They all play critical roles in the Jamaican
society and economy but their level of
losses is not sustainable. The PNP
administration has developed specific
programmes to address the problems
faced by each to be implemented in the
next term.
Sugar Company of Jamaica.
There have been positive responses from
several reputable companies interested in
purchasing these assets to continue the
production of sugar and rum but also to
produce ethanol. This will be finalized within
12 months of the next term.

18

Jamaica Urban Transit Company
We remain totally committed to the
objective of providing a modern, efficient
public transportation system for the
Kingston Metropolitan Region. A modern
metropolitan region must possess the
capability to move its citizens around
efficiently and in civilized conditions – not
the sub-human conditions that prevailed in
the 1980’s. The Government will continue
to have responsibility for the provision of
the rolling stock of the JUTC, maintaining a
reliable fleet with fares set to meet
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

operating expenses. The construction of the
new state-of-the-art transportation centre at
Half-Way-Tree is part of the Government’s
commitment to provide a modern urban
public transportation system.
Air Jamaica Ltd.
Air Jamaica’s Board and management have
developed a business plan aimed at
eliminating losses over a three-year period.
The company is on target to meet the
objectives of the first year of the plan
outlined. These objectives will enable Air
Jamaica to continue to play its important
role in the island’s tourism sector and will
give the government the option of either
retaining it as a profitable enterprise or
divesting it.

TAX REFORM
Consistent with changes in the economy the
tax system will be addressed. We are
committed to a tax system that is simple,
efficient and equitable, and that
encourages savings and investments.
During the next term, we will:

• Update the incentive regime to ensure
that it is consistent with current needs to
stimulate production and achievement in
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in international competitiveness,
especially in new economic sectors, such
as Creative Industries.

•

Reduce complexities in the system that
pose difficulties for both tax payers and
the collecting agencies. Efforts to “widen”
the tax net will be intensified.
The widening of the tax net is important to
increase revenues as well as to address
issues of equity. The programme to widen
the tax net and to increase compliance will
be driven by completion of a comprehensive
programme to computerize the revenue
system, linking all the various departments.
In the next term, we will also be focusing
on special problems faced by persons who
are formally employed but belong to the
group of the “working poor”, such as
workers in the private security industry
and in the tourism sector. Their net “take
home” income is enhanced by the
existence of special allowances or by their
having to work extended hours. At the
same time, however, their social
entitlements, e.g. those derived from the
National Insurance Fund (NIF) and
National Housing (NHT), reflect their
“official pay” - thus denying them access
to the benefits offered by such
institutions.

a worker to move his/her pensions
contribution, from one manager to another,
under clearly stated conditions, for example,
when he/she changes jobs. We will pass
this phase of the reform within the
Legislative Year 2007/08.

CONSOLIDATED STATUTORY
DEDUCTIONS
We have already initiated work aimed at the
consolidation of deductions from both
employers and employees, e.g. NIF, NHT,
HEART Trust/NTA etc. There are clear
efficiency benefits for both the employers
and the Government from implementing this
consolidation. Importantly, this will provide
additional funding for needed investments
in education transformation; improved
pension benefits from the NIF; and
generally expanding the range of activities
from the National Health Fund.
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SOCIAL PARTNERSHIP

The PNP-led Administration has, from the
outset, been fully engaged in the process of
consultation with private sector groups,
represented by the Private Sector
Organisation of Jamaica, trade unions,
represented by the Jamaica Confederation
of Trade Unions [JCTU], the Jamaica
Employers Federation, and civil society
groups and NGOs, towards a social
PENSIONS REFORM: PHASE II
dialogue and partnership agreement. The
In the next term, we will advance the
Agreement would serve to build trust and
reform process to formalise 'vesting' and
provide a framework for consensus building
'portability', which are essential
components of comprehensive pensions
on issues of national importance. The PNP
legislation. Vesting is critical to ensure that recognises that this process is vital to the
the worker has access to some savings
effort to promote a climate for sustained
when he/she will have the greatest need,
economic growth, equity and social justice.
not just at retirement. 'Portability' permits
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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In the next term, we will actively pursue
negotiations towards concluding the
Agreement as a matter of high national
priority.

tangible manifestations that the policies
which this Party has pursued in office have
achieved stability, and have laid the

EXPANSION OF INVOLVEMENT
IN THE ECONOMY

20

Having built the critical foundation, we stand
ready to take on the crucial challenge of
ensuring the benefits of this increased
economic activity are more equitably
spaced throughout our society, even while
maintaining the platform of stability and
building on the unprecedented level of
confidence and credibility presently enjoyed
by the country. We are ready to move to
the next level of holistic as well as inclusive
development and growth for our country.
We expand on this in more detail in other
sections of our Manifesto.

5

WEALTH AND
. EMPLOYMENT
CREATION

….Enabling people to enjoy the
fruits of development
LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

foundation for robust economic growth. The
IMF consultation reports, as well as
indicators of business and consumer
confidence, further confirm the positive
outlook for Jamaica’s economic
performance.
RECORD LEVELS OF INVESTMENTS
The current portfolio of investment projects
has brought accelerated growth in job
creation particularly in ICT, Construction,
Tourism, Mining and Agro-processing
sectors. Export activity has rebounded with
double digit growth in a range of industries.
In addition, the transformation and
diversification of the agriculture sector will
result in greater returns for both investors
and farmers.

LABOUR MARKET REFORM AND
COMPETITIVENESS

As we embark on the next phase of our
All this has taken place, while the society
journey as a people, the People’s National
was undergoing rapid and radical change
Party is focused on the imperative to create
from an economy once dominated by
the conditions for the generation of even
primary agricultural production to today’s
greater levels of economic activity, business
tertiary services based economy. The PNP
expansion and employment creation. These
Administration actively managed this by
unprecedented levels of investments are
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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establishing a labour market reform
• Wholesale/Retail/Hotels/Restaurant
mechanism involving all stakeholders on
Services increased by 70.8%
both the demand and supply side of the
• Transport/Storage/Communications
labour market and developing a world-class
increased by 128%
workforce training assessment and
certification under HEART Trust/NTA. The
In managing this delicate transition, the
statistics on employment by sector
PNP Administration has overseen the
comparing 1990 and 2006 indicate that
decline in unemployment from 15.8% of the
while employment in Agriculture, Forestry,
Labour Force in 1990 to 9.6% in 2006.
Fishing and Manufacturing declined, there
Specifically, in the two years up to April
was significant movement in employment in
2006, approximately 73,000 net new jobs
the following areas:
were created. This rate of job creation is
expected to increase even more rapidly,
• Construction increased by 93%
driven by existing and planned investments.
• Community/social/personal services
increased by 25.4%
At the same time, mindful of the need to
establish and maintain national productivity
• Finance/Insurance/Real
and competitiveness, the PNP
21
Estate/Business Services increased by
Administration
also
focused
on
creating
an
79.6%
enabling environment for a sophisticated

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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Jamaican labour market to function
the top five (5) in the Western Hemisphere)
effectively. The Administration established
• Liberalization of the telecommunications
the Productivity Centre to facilitate
sector in 2000 leading to:
enterprises in re-engineering their business
processes and measuring their productivity • 426 licences being granted
and hence their level of competitiveness.
• 100% tele-density (first middle income
The Labour Market Information System
country to do so)
and its electronic Labour Exchange, which is
• Internet use per 100 in population
a mechanism to match job seekers and
increased to 39.6 in 2006, compared to
employers, had by the end of 2006
3.1 in 2000
registered 15,671 job seekers, 2207
• Employment levels in the contact centres
individual employers and 334 companies.
and other ICT-related activities expanded by
over 20,000
In our next term, we will:

•

Jamaica now ranks as the leading
business outsourcing destination in the
Caribbean region currently servicing
clients from across the globe in such
areas as Finance, Business Processing
Opportunities, Accounting, etc. According
to Datamonitor, Jamaica’s challenge is
now a growing local shortage of world
class technology-ready office space.

Implement a flexi-work week

•

Introduce a comprehensive
Occupational Safety and Health Act

22

•

Strengthen the mechanism for social
dialogue and consultation among the
social partners

•

Establish a stronger link between
labour market reform and the
transformation of our educational system.

INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATIONS
TECHNOLOGY (ICT)
- An Enabler for Inclusive Growth
and Development
Jamaica is now an advanced and buoyant
state in the area of ICT due to:

• Over US$700 Million investment in
telecommunications infrastructure
•

More than US$100 Million directed
toward the creation of submarine fibreoptic links (Jamaica is now ranked among
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

In the area of E-Readiness, Jamaica’s
connectivity score improved by a very
notable 29%. This was made possible by
significant improvements in broadband
penetration and internet access.
In the next term:

• We will aim for universal service in
broadband technology through the Egovernance project
•

The E-governance project will achieve:
- Wire fibre optics – 120 gigabytes
per second capacity
- Wireless broad-brand – Wi-max
latest technology
- Broadband power lines
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along the centre of the island. The Highway
2000 Corridor Development Plan targets
the revitalization and expansion of
Portmore, Spanish Town, Old Harbour /
Esquivel, May Pen, and Vernamfield, home
to over almost 500,000 Jamaicans. The
plan is well advanced, and was developed
• Universal service in broadband
technology will also generate wider access through wide stakeholder participation
to E-learning and E-commerce
including civic and private sector bodies,
opportunities
central and local government with a
All of this set the foundations for the growth common goal of establishing a new frontier
for economic expansion. The overall aim is
and development via our Mega Platforms
to transform communities along the
for the next term.
corridor and make them vibrant social and
economic spaces with a high quality of life.
MEGA GROWTH PLATFORMS
This plan will be promulgated into a
FOR THE NEXT TERM
Development Order within the first session
23
of the new Parliament.

•

Universal access will make possible,
web-enabled services for fiscal
transactions, thereby improving the
efficiency of agencies such as the Inland
Revenue Department, Registrar’s General
Department, Trade and Invest (JAMPRO)
and Customs Department.

I . THE NEW HIGHWAY
2000 CORRIDOR
DEVELOPMENT:

In keeping with the development agenda
along the island’s central corridor, the
next PNP-led Government will:

A NEW FRONTIER FOR ECONOMIC
EXPANSION

•

The Highway 2000 development was
intended to be a catalyst for development

Transform Portmore into a fully-fledged
municipality with the requisite legal
authority, and administrative, financial,
and physical resources

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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Redevelop and expand Spanish Town as
a new commercial, heritage, civic, and
administrative centre

Spanish Town

Spanish Town is slated to undergo a
comprehensive programme of
• Expand and diversify the economic base redevelopment and expansion centred on
of Old Harbour/Esquivel
the restoration of the historic district and
the development of a new commercial,
• Revamp and expand May Pen as a
logistics and civic centre. The
regional town centre
redevelopment plans also call for the
• Develop a major multi-modal logistics
upgrading and developing the housing stock,
gateway at Vernamfield
streetscape, and landscape.
Each area will be transformed as follows:

The programme will be implemented
through a special purpose vehicle Spanish
Portmore
Portmore has emerged as the largest
Town Redevelopment Company
concentrated population centre in the
(SPARCOM), which will be a public/private
English-speaking Caribbean. The population
sector partnership, involving central and
has expanded rapidly over the past 18
24
local government, NHT, JNHT, civic bodies
years driven by a dynamic housing
and private sector developers. Cabinet has
programme by the PNP administration. It
already approved the formation of the
was accorded municipal status in 2003. It
is well recognized that, consistent with its
company and seed capital has been
municipal status, Portmore should be
earmarked. Investors will be able to take
strengthened through the necessary human
advantage of the following incentives:
and physical resources, and be given the
legal framework and authority to unleash
• Urban Renewal Tax Relief Act
the full economic potential of the area, and
• Jamaica National Heritage Trust Act
create a better quality of life for our
• Tourism Incentives Act
Portmore citizens.
• Freezone Act
Specific recommendations for the
strengthening of the municipality and the
Great emphasis will also be placed on
creation of an economic base form an
community development in order to ensure
integral part of the Highway 2000 Corridor
that the benefits of the programme are felt
Development Plan. The municipality will be
given control over land for the development throughout the communities involved. We
will launch a community development
of civic and commercial centres,
recreational and cultural facilities, and must programme targetting informal and
be empowered to provide the essential
underserved settlements surrounding
services for the population.
Spanish Town. These communities are
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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home to thousands of skilled persons who
will benefit either directly or indirectly from
the initiative.

Old Harbour/Esquivel
The economic base of Old Harbour, Old
Harbour Bay, and Esquivel will be expanded
and diversified through the development of
the Esquivel Port and Industrial Complex
which includes a LNG facility, ethanol plants,
and future power-generation plants. The
Development Plan calls for rezoning of Old
Harbour and Old Harbour Bay to provide for
housing expansion, and sustainable
industrial activity. These developments will
be private-sector-led but with the
government playing a critical supporting role
as investor and facilitator.

May Pen
We will revamp and expand the town of
May Pen into a regional town centre to
serve adjoining sub-centres such as Lionel
Town, Race Course, Toll Gate, Four Paths,
Clarendon Park, and Osbourne Store. In
addition, there will be the rationalization of
informal housing, and the creation of new
housing settlements. Refinement and
implementation of this revamping and
reordering requires further consultation
with the key stakeholders. This takes on
greater urgency, having regard to the
proposed Vernamfield development.

Vernamfield Logistics Gateway
The creation of a major multi-modal
logistics gateway for uses such as:

•

air cargo transhipment;

•

warehousing;

•

aircraft maintenance;

•

a central hub for connecting seaport
cargo for onward air distribution;

•

free-zone shopping targeting Jamaican,
Caribbean, and Latin American retailers,
distributors and procurers.
A MOU for the undertaking of a prefeasibility study will be signed between a
local company and the Government. The
company, Surrey Paving and Aggregate
(SPA), has experience in airside
infrastructure and road construction and
will be associated with an international
aviation consulting group SH&E. The
investment being made by SPA in the
technical studies is in the way of venture
capital, and at no cost or liability to the
government.

25

INVESTMENTS IN AGRICULTURE
It is recognised that agriculture in
Clarendon and St. Catherine, has to be
diversified and modernised into areas
including greenhouse farming, small
ruminants, poultry and aquiculture. The
plans for the development zone calls for an
additional 16,000 hectares for agricultural
development and another 26,000 hectares
of land under non-agricultural development.

ENGAGING YOUTH
In recognition of the talents and skills of the
youth of St. Catherine and Clarendon, the
township redevelopment and revitalization
programmes will also include specially
designed initiatives to train and finance
young people in developing businesses
that utilise their talents. In fulfilment of
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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built along the corridor of the development.
The main towns along the corridor
(Portmore, Spanish Town, Old Harbour
/Esquivel, May Pen, and Vernamfield) will
experience an investment of over US$2.5
Billion and see the building of 60,000
houses. The high levels of human capital in
the host parishes, as well as the members
of the eligible workforce from neighbouring
parishes, will benefit from these
opportunities. The communities along the
corridor will be transformed and with them
the emphasis on youth, programmes will be the lives of hundreds of thousands of
Jamaicans.
implemented to make farming lots available
for those interested in these areas.
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These initiatives will be supported through
the establishment of a series of modern
Farmers’ Markets in Spanish Town, Old
Harbour and May Pen. New modern
facilities will be developed in which any
farmer, large or small, can find suitable,
affordable, clean space with the supporting
facilities, to display and sell their fresh
produce or processed goods to the public.
These facilities will have adequate cold
storage, thus allowing farmers to
consistently supply hotels, restaurants, and
households.

OVERALL IMPACT

I I. TOURISM:
BLAZING NEW TRAILS

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
Tourism is now well established as
Jamaica’s leading economic sector. Its
competitive advantage and linkages to most
other sectors make it the main driver of
economic growth. The industry has been
registering strong growth in visitor arrivals,
foreign exchange earnings and employment
levels. This success rests upon the strong
leadership by the administration,
cooperation between industry partners, the
attributes of the workforce and aggressive
marketing and promotion.

The physical and economic development
projects outlined above will result in the
creation of thousands of jobs particularly in
Last year:
the agriculture and construction industries,
and will be buttressed by a region-wide
• we welcomed 3 Million Visitors for the
community and cultural development
first time
programme, focused primarily on the
region’s women and youth. It is estimated
• foreign exchange earnings climbed to
that over 114,490 housing units will be
record levels of US$ 1.9 Billion
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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•

we achieved a faster growth rate than
that of the region as a whole, and

•

won several international awards.

CURRENT INVESTMENT FLOWS
Unprecedented investment flows over the
past five years spurred by:

• the modernisation of vital
infrastructure;

The extraordinary beauty of our country, its
hospitable people and vibrant and unique
• expansion of water supply and
culture, combined with creative and
sewerage;
innovative marketing skills, are powerful
assets of which the administration of the
• expansion of air and seaports;
People’s National Party has taken fullest
• major improvements in road network
advantage. We have set a course that is
including construction of new roads and
designed to ensure the continuation of this
highways and improvement of existing
trend.
road networks.

IMPERATIVES
We adopted clearly defined strategies set
out in the Tourism Master Plan to
accelerate further growth in the industry
which dictate:

•

This was complemented by:

•

an aggressive investment promotion
strategy undertaken by Jamaica Trade &
Invest [JTI], formerly JAMPRO targeting
European hotel chains resulting in:

Giving highest priority to ensuring
environmental sustainability as
environment is the essence of our
tourism product

i) the entry of major Spanish hotel
chains – investing heavily, and by
virtue of their ownership structure;

•

ii) resulting in the increased
presence of major European tour
operators.

Ensuring that continued expansion
results in spreading economic benefits
so that communities take ownership of
the industry.

•

Continuous improvement in product
quality to enhance visitor experience

27

iii) their airlift and marketing and
promotion power diversifying our
markets.

•

Diversification of our markets by
Other state entities have also acted as
intensifying the marketing and promotion catalysts in joint-venture arrangements
of the destination in Europe, China and
with private investors to develop the Ritz
other regions, which is critical to
achieving:
Carlton Hotel and other properties as part
- sustained growth,
of the strategy to attract operators in the
- higher retention of income from the luxury-end of the market. This also
sector.
contributed to the current wave of
• Facilitating the expansion of airlift investment.
to service the growth in the
accommodations sub-sector
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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IMPACT OF CURRENT INVESTMENTS

•

Expansion in the training and
certification of tourism workers;

•

Employment levels in the construction
sector have increased by over 30,000
new jobs, or 33% in the last three years.

•

A four-fold Increase in the number
enrolling for hospitality training - from
5,000 in 2001/2002 to 19,500 in
2006/2007;

28

•

Increase of nearly 50% in annual
cement consumption since 2002.

LINKAGES

The expansion in tourism has also spurred
economic activity in other sectors such as
• Increase in overall employment in
tourism-related industries by 35,000 over manufacturing, agriculture, agro-processing,
the past four years as the sector
and a range of service industries, including
recovered from the post-9/11 fallout in
transportation. There is further scope for
international travel and returned to a
widening and deepening the linkages to
growth path.
these and other areas of the local economy.
• A near 50% increase in room stock some 12,000 hotel, luxury condominium
In the next term the Tourism sector will
and villa rooms recently completed or
be further integrated with:
under construction. They are adding to
the range of offerings provided by
• Agriculture
Jamaican hotel chains, boutique hotels,
• Agro-processing
villas and apartments.
• Manufacturing
• Construction
• This represents more than US$2.0
• Transportation
billion of investment, unmatched in the
•
Creative industries history of the Jamaican industry.
- Entertainment
- Sports
• Foreign direct investment is the
- Film
predominant source of the capital being
Art & Craft
injected which means we are attracting
international brands that will enhance our • Health and Wellness
• Other Services:
efforts to diversify our markets.
THE NATIONAL LINKAGES PROGRAMME

•

Jamaican enterprises have invested in
the attractions business to take
advantage of the sustained growth in both
stopover and cruise passenger visitor
arrivals.

In the next term:

•

the National Linkages Programme now
managed by JTI, will be strengthened and
• The current phase of resort
expanded through collaboration with
development is spread over the northern
private sector industry associations.
coast, from Hanover to St. Mary.
Emphasis will also be placed on fostering
direct relationships with investors,
• The impact of the construction activity producers and potential entrepreneurs
on the job market has been felt beyond
islandwide. The Development Bank of
this region of the island.
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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Jamaica (DBJ) and other state financial
terms of investor confidence and interest.
institutions will give priority to providing
This has set the stage for an even more
funding for existing and new businesses.
powerful wave of investment in the next 10
They will collaborate with private sector
years.
financial entities to expand the pool of
funds available for tourism-related
In the next term: we will proceed with the
business expansions.
detailed planning which is now underway
for a portfolio of investment projects
• facilities that support micro, small, and involving 15,000 rooms to cover all types
medium-size enterprises will also be reof accommodation. The major resorts to
oriented to give special focus to
be developed fall within the luxury
businesses that are linked to the sector.
Business development services, especially category and are based on the new
concept of integrated resort development.
in marketing and production, will be given
special attention as stated in Chapter 5 - They will incorporate accommodation,
shopping, entertainment, spa and health
Promoting A Culture of Enterprise:
Economic Growth Led By MSMEs.
treatment, sports and marine facilities.
The Harmony Cove development in
Trelawny represents the largest single
Industry figures indicate that each new
development in the portfolio, with
hotel room generates four to five direct
expected capital investment of up to
and indirect jobs, not including those in
29
US$4 billion.

MONTEGO BAY
In the Montego Bay region, investment in
new hotel rooms and integrated resort
developments will be substantial. The
Montego Bay cruise shipping pier will be
doubled in size port to facilitate cruise ships
as well as the construction of new resort
hotel with

the construction phase. Thus the
12,000 new rooms now being developed
can generate up to 60,000 new jobs if
the linkages are fully established.

NEXT WAVE OF INVESTMENT
The momentum generated by the current
round of investment in resort development
has created an enormous pull factor in

The major investment in hotel rooms will
be in the Montego Freeport and Rose Hall
area. This is Jamaica ’s premier resort
zone consisting of hotels, golf courses and
heritage attractions, and is host to one of
the Caribbean ’s leading music festivals.
It is now receiving investment in the order
of US$550 million that is currently
unmatched in any other part of Jamaica
and that covers:

•

the new Iberostar Rose Hall hotel, and
the upgrading of the existing Rose Hall
Resort
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

Palmyra Resorts & Spa luxury
condominiums

•

Shoppes of Rose Hall, providing dutyfree shopping
In the Rose Hall area, a new US$1.2 billion
integrated resort development including
boutique hotels and condominiums
Construction of the US$50 million Rose Hall
Convention Centre will begin by year-end as
the design and financing arrangements
have been finalised. It will strengthen
Jamaica’s position as an attractive
destination for hosting meetings and
conventions, an increasingly important
segment of the tourism market.

Agency (NEPA) has completed the draft
development order for Trelawny after wideranging public consultations. It will be
promulgated after submission to Parliament
early in the next term.

FALMOUTH

30

Falmouth, one of Jamaica’s most
HARMONY COVE
internationally renowned heritage sites is a
This leading exclusive luxury resort
highly valuable cultural heritage asset.
development is a strategic initiative of the
Plans for its redevelopment as a major
PNP government to catapult Jamaica into a
cultural heritage attraction in the new term, prominent position in the high-end segment
involve the historic wharves and
of the tourism market. The investment in
thoroughfares, and the establishment of a
the project could reach US$4 billion, and it
cruise shipping facility. It will serve existing
will be developed as a joint-venture between
resorts and the new ones being developed
the Tavistock Group, a global investment
at Oyster Bay, Harmony Cove, Rose Hall and company, and the Government of Jamaica.
others in that region of the north coast.
It will become the Caribbean ’s premier fivediamond integrated resort. Harmony Cove
The cruise shipping facility is being
will comprise:
developed as a joint venture between the
Port Authority of Jamaica and a leading
• hotels
cruise shipping line. Detailed technical
• condominiums
studies and the environmental impact
assessment now being prepared will guide
• luxury residences
the developers in ensuring sustainability.
Jamaica National Heritage Trust and other
• multiple championship golf courses
relevant agencies are integrally involved in
• world-class spa and fitness centre
the process.

•
The National Environmental Protection
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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Detailed design and planning work is now
underway, and the first phase will be
completed in five years. Its impact on the
construction industry and the various
sectors linked to tourism will be
considerable

marina with shops
restaurants

nightclubs

•

wide range of amenities celebrating
Jamaica ’s natural beauty, culture, music
and sport.
According to Mr. Christopher Anand,
Managing Partner of the Tavistock Group,
“We are pleased to enter into this JointVenture Agreement with the Jamaican
Government and we share their vision to
create one of the finest resorts in the world
at Harmony Cove”. He further stated that,
“Given the beauty of the site and the allure
of Jamaica ’s friendly people and rich
cultural heritage in music and the arts, we

OCHO RIOS
Ocho Rios has emerged as one of the
leading cruise destinations in the Caribbean
and is Jamaica ’s major cruise port. It has
experienced rapid growth, especially in
passenger arrivals in the last five years. A
diversified range of natural and built
attractions has enhanced its attractiveness.
The Jamaican private sector has invested
substantially in these attractions, and
several new attractions that will expand the
product offerings are at an advanced stage
of planning. In some cases, these are joint
ventures between local and foreign
investors.
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In the next term, the Ocho Rios port is to
be reconfigured as a multi-purpose facility
consisting of:

•

modern cruise port with shopping
complex and other attractions;

will create an amazing destination that has
tremendous international appeal”.

•

dedicated limestone loading area;

•

sugar storage and loading.

This project is being developed as a
public/private partnership between the
According to Mr. Anand the modern
Government of Jamaica and local private
network of road, airport and other
infrastructure, played a decisive role in
sector tourism interests and local
their choice of Jamaica for this investment.
industrialists. It is to be implemented over
The project will create 10,000 direct jobs
the next three years.
and generate foreign exchange earnings of
over US$500 million per annum when in
NORTH - EASTERN REGION
full operation.
The wave of investment activity will spread
to St. Mary, Portland and St. Thomas. The
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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erected is a vital component of this
completion of Segment 3 of the North
network.
Coast Highway will transform the physical
infrastructure of St. Mary and Portland,
NORTH COAST CORRIDOR
enhancing their attractiveness for luxury
DEVELOPMENT PLAN
resort development. Private/public
Investment activity in this region must be
partnerships will be facilitated for the
upgrading of aerodromes in these parishes supported by social and physical
infrastructure that ensures that land
to accommodate private jet aircraft.
resources are used in an environmentally
sustainable and orderly manner. An outline
PORT ANTONIO
plan is being prepared to guide the
In the next term, in January 2008,
development of lands along and within close
construction of the US$40 million Port
proximity to the corridor.
Antonio water, sewerage and drainage
A wide cross-section of stakeholders is to
project, will create the platform for the
redevelopment of the town. Improvement of be consulted in the formulation of the most
suitable strategies for the orderly growth
access roads to heritage sites and natureand development of the communities along
based attractions such as rafting on the Rio
the corridor. It will identify growth trends of
Grande will be given priority treatment.
existing settlements and sites for residential
32
and other developments.
A major joint venture - a high-end resort
district involving the Port Authority - is now Special attention will be given to the
provision of housing for workers in the
in the planning stage. It will include:
tourism sector to meet the growing demand
• The restoration of Titchfield Hill;
created by the increase in employment.

•

Art Village;

•

400-room luxury hotel;

•

Luxury villas and restaurant on Navy
Island;

Environmental considerations will be given
special focus.

SOUTH COAST TOURISM
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

In the next term the PNP led Government
will implement the South Coast Tourism
Development Plan working with community• Restoration of the Railway Station as
based organisations, local authorities and
an attraction.
industry partners. The emphasis will be on
low-density, community-based tourism linked
The upgrading of the north-eastern and
to festivals and other cultural activities such
south-eastern main road network, linking
as the Calabash Literary Festival, that offer
Port Antonio to Harbour View for which
higher local content and value-added
feasibility studies are being prepared, will
returns. We will also develop Mandeville as
lay the foundation for developing tourism in
a centre for Sports Tourism based on golf
that region. The new Yallahs Bridge, to be
organised around the historic course

•

West Harbour waterfront development;

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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Manchester Golf Course , the oldest in the
western hemisphere.

HERITAGE TOURISM
The expansion of the sector will also
include:

• Investment in cultural heritage assets
such as Seville Heritage Park, Fort
Charlotte and Marcus Garvey’s birthplace,
as well as Port Royal, Spanish Town,
Falmouth, which are core features of the
major re-development programmes to be
implemented in these towns;
•

The establishment of a Reggae
Museum;

•

Investment in the restoration of great
houses and theme parks as signature
attractions;

•

Greater marketing support for
community-based festivals and
homecomings;

•

Advancement of cultural initiatives that
focus on the history of the Arawak/Taino
and on the Maroon story;

•

Investment in environmental and
nature-based attractions areas.

SPORTS TOURISM
As is indicated in Chapter 5 - From
Creative Talents to Creative Economy,
Jamaica’s attractiveness is reinforced by
our achievements in Sports. Significant
institutional capacity has been developed
through the hosting of major sporting
events, the most recent being Cricket
World Cup 2007. The legacy of hosting
this event includes world-class sporting
facilities at Sabina Park and the Trelawny
Multi-Purpose Stadium, to add to the
complex at Independence Park .

Substantial investments have also been
made in other facilities such as the
Sligoville Sports Complex. In the next
term we will:

•

develop the Montego Bay Sports
Complex;

33

•

accelerate the programme to build and
modernise community facilities that can
support the drive to increase tourist
arrivals from the Diaspora;

•

establish public/private partnerships
for promoting and attracting world class
sporting events including cricket, football,
golf, tennis, dominoes, athletics, fishing.

MAJOR EVENTS ATTRACTION
PROGRAMME
The creation of the Tourism Enhancement
Fund [TEF] during the current term has
provided a sustainable source of financing
to develop our cultural heritage assets and
to support the implementation of the Major
Events Attraction Programme. The Fund
was conceived as the vehicle that would
allow the state to play a catalytic role in the
development of attractions based on our
natural, cultural and built heritage.

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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Resort Upgrading Programme
The programme is geared to:

villas, apartments], in the next term, the
relevant regulations will be amended to
provide tax incentives for refurbishing
• improving the attractiveness and
works undertaken by small properties.
image of resort areas;
This will allow them to improve their
• developing overall theme for each
product offerings to enhance their
resort area based on special natural and
competitiveness.
cultural resources;
• upgrading the basic facilities and
These properties must be licensed by the
infrastructure of resort areas to improve
marketability.
Jamaica Tourist Board. Eligible properties
• Enhancing the satisfaction of local and will also have access to special loan
overseas visitors.
financing from the Tourism Enhancement
Fund.
In the next term we will:

•

34

accelerate preparation of resort plans,
including landscape designs for all
resorts, and implement the necessary
upgrading works. These will be financed
by the Tourism Enhancement Fund [TEF]
and where appropriate, in partnership
with the private sector.

TRAINING
The level of enrolment by HEART/NTA for
training in hospitality services has increased
four-fold over the past five years.

Convention Hotels
In the next term, the relevant regulations
will be updated to set prescribed
conditions for hotels to qualify for special
tax incentives related to convention
facilities. This will facilitate developers in
making investment decisions and encourage
the expansion of this segment of the
tourism market.

I I I. MICRO, SMALL AND
MEDIUM ENTERPRISES

Further expansion of the training capacity to
meet the requirements of the growth in the
– EXPANDING OPPORTUNITIES,
tourism sector locally is already underway.
UNLEASHING ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Language training will be an important
component of the curriculum.
As a Party and as the Government the
In the next term, the PNP-led Administration People’s National Party has long recognized
will establish a new hotel academy to
the entrepreneurial spirit of the Jamaicans.
broaden the range of training that will equip We have consistently sought to enhance
our workers to take advantage of job
this through our policies and programmes.
opportunities within CSME and beyond.
We have and sought consistently to provide
creative credit options through several
LEGISLATION
government programmes, responsive
Small Properties [Hotels, Villas,
business development support and a policy
Apartments]
environment which nurtures the
entrepreneurship energies of Jamaicans..
With regard to small properties [hotels,
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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value added small businesses.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
SUPPORT FOR ENTERPRISES

FINANCING ENTERPRISES
Some fifteen years ago, after the failures of
We transformed the Entrepreneurial
various approaches in the 1980s, the PNP
Department of the then JAMPRO to a viable
redesigned and transformed the approach
Jamaica Business Development Centre.
to providing access to credit for both Micro
This has increased the access that small
and Small Businesses. We recognized the
enterprises have to business development
importance of both groups of entrepreneurs to support. The Government has launched an
both social stability and economic
aggressive small business incubator
empowerment – especially at the
programme.
community and family levels. To this end the
PNP established the Micro Investment
POLICY ENVIRONMENT FOR
Development Agency, MIDA. This initiative
ENTERPRISES
has two major achievements:
We have recognized the importance of a
policy environment that will be conducive to
• It has provided over 23,000 loans
the establishment and sustainability of
35
small and medium sector enterprises.
• It debunked the myth that state led
This is why we:
financial interventions into the marker
distort the market and/or close the door
• Offer special services in the
for others setting the stage for the
preparation of tax returns to small and
establishment of a range of micro and
medium enterprises,
small business credit initiatives funded by
international agencies; local commercial
• Have reduced the cost and the turn
banks and special programme initiatives.
around time to register a business
The PNP Government provided an initial
amount of J$100 Million from the
consolidated fund to seed MIDA, today
MIDA has a loan portfolio of J$430M. In
addition to MIDA two other Government
initiatives as made some 85,000 loans
over the past fifteen years.

•

Have consistently moved to rationalize
and streamline the payment of taxes to
minimize the time requirements that
place a particular burden on small
enterprises.

The platform for significant economic
growth is now firmly established large
indigenous and offshore entrepreneurs are
Today more than J$3.7Billion is available
now moving to reap the gains of our
through six major initiatives, of which
investments in our social and physical
J$2.Billion through sustainable government
infrastructure and a stable economy. We
programmes, including the recent
want to ensure that small and medium
J$1Billion low interest rate facility targeting
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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enterprises are positioned to take
advantage of the major spin-offs from our
investments in infrastructure and the
related boom in both the tourism and
agriculture sectors.
The Global Entrepreneurship Monitor,
2005, noted that Jamaica ranked fourth
ahead of countries like the USA, Ireland and
Canada making it one of the more
entrepreneurial countries in the world.
In the next term, we will:

•

I V . THE PEOPLE,
THE CULTURE:
FROM CREATIVE TALENTS TO
CREATIVE ECONOMY.
The People’s National Party (PNP) was
founded on the basis that our people are
our greatest resource and that our best
way forward as a strong vibrant nation, is to
place our people at the centre of our
development strategy. Successive PNP
administrations have lived by that conviction
and, by putting this into practice, have
placed Jamaica firmly on the course to
prosperity.

Develop an extensive network of
business development service providers.
With increased funding to the Jamaica
Business Development Centre the
network will provide on a cost recovery
basis for small and medium firms including
business planning, guiding marketing
strategies.

The PNP continues to subscribe to the view
that our people, with our unique historical,
36
sociological, psychological and political
evolution, are adaptable, energetic, tolerant
of diverse cultures and ambitious for
opportunities for social and economic
advancement. Our exceptional creative
• Expand the eBusiness Development
model to increase online, virtual, access to energies and talents represent a most
important basis for selecting the areas of
business development support for small
economic activity with the greatest potential
and medium enterprises.
for forging globally competitive advantage
and a niche compatible with our people’s
• Ensure that The Jamaica Business
Development Centre, in collaboration with innate qualities and abilities.
the Heart/NTA will expand its training to
Jamaica’s pervasive influence on
increase the quality of products of
international popular culture today is widely
entrepreneurs in critical sectors with
acknowledged. The worldwide respect that
clear linkages and/or direct involvement
this garners for our people is constantly
in the agriculture and tourism sectors.
being reinforced by our stellar achievements in
the fields of sports and popular music.
• Implement a mix of policy and
programmes to formalize the enterprises
Our cultural capital and attributes have
in the MSME sectors, ensuring that they
been skillfully harnessed over many years,
are able to access all the benefits
initially by the efforts of our artistes
including, credit, business support
themselves and more recently by virtue of
services, bidding on contracts to supply
groundbreaking cooperative programmes
goods and services, protecting their
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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that the PNP administration has initiated.
These programmes, aimed at leveraging
our people’s natural talents and initiatives,
will continue as we make further progress
on the course already started to transform
our culture into high-value, globally
competitive niche products and services.
The creative industry is "the cycle of
creation, production, and distribution of
goods and services that uses knowledge,
creativity and intellectual capital as primary
inputs." There are sub-sectors in the
creative industries that already demonstrate
or indicate the potential of achieving greater
development through a creative economy.
The film and music industries in Jamaica
are two specific examples of vibrant creative
sectors with strong linkage potential to
other areas of the economy including
Tourism, Rural Development, and
Information and Communications
Technology.
Studies show that in Jamaica, there is
more than one new recording each year
per thousand people; arguably Jamaica is
the world’s most prolific generator of
recorded music per capita. Worldwide
annual sales of reggae recordings in the
late 1990s were an estimated US$1.2

billion; Jamaicans’ earnings from live
performances and sales of ancillary
products were approximately a further
US$50 million and employs between 6,000
and 12,000 persons locally. These rough
numbers suggest that the music industry
accounts for a significant percentage of
Jamaica’s GDP.

The film industry on the other hand earned
in excess of J$1 billion from local
productions in 2006, over 300% more than
it did five years earlier, and employed as
many as 3,500 people. The impact of these
industries on the economy is even larger
because the music and images promote the
island to prospective visitors. Considering
that the tourist industry is the source of
nearly a half of the nation’s foreign earnings,
high quality entertainment also distinguishes
our product from other sun and sand
destinations in the Caribbean.

37

Our culture, natural energy and creativity
represent an ideal basis for gaining a
sustained competitive economic advantage.
The People’s National Party therefore recommits to the further development of the
creative industries in their own right as well
as a tools to differentiate and therefore,
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increase the competitiveness of many other
sectors. We envision Jamaica as a hub for
creative industries attracting high levels of
investment in sustainable projects and
marketing our products and services to
diverse markets.

Programme (MEAP) that would
aggressively locate Jamaica as a major
Events Destination.

In recent years, Jamaica has demonstrated
its ability to host global events successfully:
this was done with the World Junior
Critical to the process of building the
Championships, the World Netball
Creative Economy is the strengthening of
Competition, and the World Cup of Cricket.
Brand Jamaica that would continue to
These events have helped us to develop the
develop a brand framework for Jamaica in
skills and talents, and the infrastructure
partnership with all stakeholders, primarily
(including venues, hotel rooms, port facilities
the creative community, as well as our
and road network), required to successfully
exporters of traditional and non-traditional
market Jamaica as a major events
products and services.
destination. In addition to the current
venues, the planned development of a major
The development of the creative economy
conference facility in Montego Bay will add
will be among our many initiatives to build
diversity to the range of available products.
capacity, create employment, and expand
the export of high value cultural and creative The Major Events Attraction Programme is
a coherent plan to effectively develop
products and services. This is an especially
Jamaica’s potential as a location for global
critical aspect of our strategy to develop
and engage our youth productively.
events.
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As a part of our overall development
strategy for the Cultural and Creative
Industries, in the next term, we will:

In order to do this, we will:

•

Extend the Attractions Incentives Act
to the construction, development, and
upgrading of event facilities and the Hotel
Incentives Act to bed and breakfast
facilities

•

Establish the Cultural Industries
Council that will coordinate the
development of the various processes
that are critical to the value chain of
producing cultural products. The Council
will have responsibility to:
- develop the enabling policy
framework for the growth and
development of the creative
industries
- facilitate appropriate marketing
and promotion mechanisms for
the creative industries.

•

Establish a Major Events Attraction

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Work closely with communities to
engage them as partners in events and
sites that might affect them

•

Establish event zones in major towns
around existing attractions, events or
activities

•

Fast track a programme of
construction and rehabilitation of event
venues
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•

Transform the Edna Manley College
into a world-class tertiary training
institution serving the creative industries.
The mission is to prepare graduates for
the wide variety of opportunities flowing
from the global demand for Jamaica’s
culturally inspired creativity.

•

Incorporate the cultural arts, including
music, entertainment and drama into the
curriculum in all levels of the education
system.

•

Increase the quantity and quality of
Jamaican film productions by:
- Facilitating Jamaican film-makers’
access to UK and Canadian film
industries expertise and
technology through co-production
treaties signed with United
Kingdom and Canada
- Establishing a film production
centre and equipment clearing
house
- Developing training facilities in
music, film, and other creative
industries

•

Ensure that Jamaica Trade and Invest
as well as other agencies strengthen the
production, marketing and promotion
infrastructure for the creative industries.

stimulate the expansion of enterprise in
the creative and cultural industries.

V . FROM INNER CITY
TO WINNER CITY:
URBAN REGENERATION

The People’s National Party acknowledges
that the economic and social environment in
‘inner city’ communities often do not
encourage the most productive behaviours
and beliefs in all of its residents. During our
time as the governing administration, we
undertook aggressive projects aimed at the
renewal of declining neighbourhoods in the
Kingston Metropolitan Region, Greater
Montego Bay and select major semi-urban
centres. These included Operation Pride,
Inner City Housing Programme, special
initiatives led by the Urban Development
Corporation, the Jamaica Social Investment
Fund (JSIF), Ministry of National Security
and the Office of the Prime Minister.
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The Party recognises that the development
of inner-city communities requires a
comprehensive, multi-pronged approach. It
is important that we develop an
appropriate mix of interventions to serve
this critical area.
In the Next Term we will:

Continue the turnaround of our
communities, providing the social stability
necessary for introducing and sustaining
• Pursue the provision of a dedicated
economic opportunities. We have begun
credit facility for practitioners and
a process of transforming the negative
entrepreneurs who are active in the
view of inner city communities and create
creative and cultural industries. This will
‘winner cities’ in reality and perception.
include the provision of seed investments
The change in the communities will be
as part of public private partnerships to
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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and other communities at risk into
‘beacons’. The schools will function as
magnets and model schools, encouraging
full parent and community participation in
The following key areas and strategies will enriching learning experience and
form the basis of the efforts, which will be improving overall performance.
championed by the Prime Minister to
I I . In Housing and Social Services, we
ensure the highest level of focus.
will:
I . In Community Empowerment and
• Ensure JSIF is sufficiently equipped to
Participation, we will:
effectively implement the Inner City Basic
Services Project (ICBSP), which carries a
• Continue the building of Community
Development Councils (CDC) which will act budget of US$25 million. The ICBSP is
aimed at improving access, use and
to build the relationships between
targeted communities and state agencies quality of socio-economic infrastructure in
the inner city.
for community development. The CDCs
will establish a social contract between
• Continue with the aggressive
the relevant agencies with commitments
programme of housing delivery and
from all sides aimed at improving the
community building through the National
social fabric of the respective
40
Housing Trust’s Inner City Programme,
communities.
with increased emphasis on supporting
job-creating options for potential clients of
• Expand education initiatives aimed at
transforming select schools in inner cities completed solutions.
anchored in the urban renewal
programmes that are being undertaken in
cities around the country.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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Review the Operation PRIDE model and, transparent system, we will ensure that
graduates from tertiary institutions have
based on the recently concluded islandan opportunity to ‘withdraw’ a job to gain
wide consultations which have been held
critical work experience.
with each of the communities, we will
establish a partnership with relevant
• Establish a full-fledged small business
State agencies to implement a three-year
incubator, which will provide opportunities
programme aimed at finalising the
for small enterprises to get the necessary
regularisation of Operation PRIDE sites.
support to develop and improve their
I I I . Regarding Safety Security, we will:
products and provide access to markets.

•

•

Expand the model of the Citizen
• Continue the redevelopment of
Security and Justice Programme to other Downtown Kingston including the
communities located outside the Kingston construction of a cruise ship pier on the
Metropolitan Area. Through this multiKingston waterfront. The return of
pronged programme we will focus on
cruise ships to Kingston will have
increasing the relationships among
significant impact on the existing
residents, offering stability through the
businesses and will set the stage to
provision of community meeting places
attract new firms. A feasibility study has
and open spaces.
been completed.
41

•

Expand on the community-policing
model, which was initiated and continues
to thrive in the Grants Pen Community.
I V . In Investment and Economic
Empowerment, we will:

•

Review the process for regularising
housing within the Central Business
District, especially those where land
tenure is difficult to establish. We will
seek to utilise the Community Amenities
Act (1977) to provide long-term legal
access for residents.

•

Establish and partner with the private
sector to provide recreational and sports
facilities for the residents. This forms
part of efforts to encourage the
development of skills in sports, the arts
and cultural industries.

•

The establishment of an international
Logistics Centre within the proximity of
the Kingston Transhipment Port which
will result in both the creation of
additional jobs as well as providing a
‘reason to come downtown’. Feasibility
studies and business plans are now
complete; the pilot initiative has started.

•

The implementation of a revamped
attractive tax incentive scheme which will
encourage businesses to return to
Downtown Kingston. This will include the
provision of the necessary support to the
firms desirous of converting existing
derelict buildings into business space.

•

The establishment of a state-managed
Enterprise Production Centre within the
three major urban centres. These will
allow persons an opportunity to upgrade
their skills and gain work experience,
• Expand the current Job Bank and ask
both of which will upgrade their
that public and private sector institutions
marketability.
deposit jobs into this bank. Through a
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

Create facilities for home porting for
cruise ships as part of the downtown
development.

sports and other recreation clubs, and
frequency of community events.

•

Access to social services including
sanitation, and health care.
• Implement plans for the development of water,
This Early Alert system will prompt state
Port Royal as a cultural heritage
and, where possible, private sector
attraction. International investors have
intervention and avert the decay of these
expressed strong interest in investing and
communities.
the feasibility study has been completed.
These initiatives are expected to create a
significant number of jobs in a range of
industries. We will endeavour to act to
ensure the residents of inner cities benefit
from these opportunities.

EARLY DETECTION AND
MITIGATION
We have developed an Early Alert checklist
and we will establish a Team from the
relevant government agencies, critical
private sector stakeholders, and community
representatives to monitor urban and rural
communities. The Early Alert Checklist will
allow for the review of critical indicators
including:
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•

Student performance and levels of antisocial behaviour in schools and in the
communities overall,

•

Changes in the quality of the housing
stock including the pace of conversion
from residential to commercial of the
housing stock,

•

The levels of violence inclusive of
domestic abuse,

•

Unemployment levels by age cohort and
gender,

•

Community cohesiveness as
manifested in elements such as
establishment of community groups,
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

V I . RURAL
DEVELOPMENT AND
AGRICULTURE
The People’s National Party is committed to
the sustainable development of rural
Jamaica and believes that rural areas
deserve targeted focus in order to optimise
their human and natural resources. Our
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ensuring access to diverse economic
focus is on agricultural productivity, as well
as the general quality of life for residents in
opportunities, modernized agricultural
rural communities, diversified employment
services, and high quality social and physical
opportunities, equitable gender
infrastructure.
opportunities, improved educational and
social services, increased home and land
INFRASTRUCTURE TO SUPPORT
ownership.
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
The last decade has witnessed steady
improvements in most social indicators in
rural areas including access to piped water,
electricity, and access to sanitary
conveniences, poverty reduction, student
enrolment, and reduction of unemployment.
Rural Jamaica has seen steady
improvement in programmes and the types
and range of services appropriate for rural
development. The drift from rural to urban
areas has continued as people, especially
the young, move to urban areas in search of
‘better’ opportunities.
Our commitment is to continue to lead the
transformation of rural Jamaica by

The People’s National Party has committed
to an integrated approach to the delivery of
critical social and physical infrastructure to
support rural development:
WATER, SANITATION & IRRIGATION

•

We will complete major rural water
projects in St. Mary, Clarendon and
Hanover. We will complete and/or begin
works on a major rural water supply
programme that will impact the 30 most
under-served rural communities. We will
ensure improved reliability of water supply
in several other communities because of
our investments in replacement pumps.

•
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We will focus on rural sanitation with

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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specific focus on the impact of sanitation
on women and children. We will support
initiative to reduce the use of pit latrines
especially in areas with high water tables.

•

We will complete a further five
irrigation systems that are on track to be
commissioned shortly. The rehabilitated
Hounslow Irrigation System, St. Elizabeth,
will be opened in September 2007.

•

We will increase support to
communities affected by mining activities
by partnering with the mining companies
to increase funding for the Bauxite
Community Development Programme.

ROADS & TRANSPORTATION

•

During our next term, with major
highways nearing completion, we will
target the internal road network which
service critical rural communities.

•

As we have done in major rural centres
like Morant Bay, we will establish
transportation centres in select urban
areas to reduce the congestion.
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SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND
CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT

•

We will strengthen the Social
Development Commission to continue
supporting community capacity in
planning and organisation in order to
access social services and hold
representatives accountable.

•

We will ensure improved community
access and use of information,
communication technology by expanding
and establishing mechanisms through
which communities can access modern
communications technologies.

•

Develop a programme through which
talented youth are identified and
supported to develop their skills in arts,
culture, and sports.

The stage has been set for the further
• We will ensure the pace of upgrading of transformation of rural Jamaica in our next
rural fire stations and police stations
term. Working through a Rural
rural communities.
Development Programme, we will ensure
collaboration with all stakeholders to deliver
• We will continue our programme of
further improvements in the social,
continuously upgrading health facilities in
economic and physical landscape of rural
rural parishes, utilising CHASE and the
Jamaica.
National Health Fund, private sector
support and the central government
AGRICULTURE
budget.
We have seen a great improvement in the
agricultural sector following the devastation
We will improve Education and
caused by four hurricanes in a two-year
Learning Opportunities through the
period with the sector growing 19% in the
promotion of distance learning in rural
last financial year. This growth was
communities, establishing virtual learning
underpinned by a 15.7% increase in
resources in select rural towns, and
Domestic Food Crop, 47.4% increase in
partnering with HEART Trust-NTA to
Export Crops, and 49.8% in Fishing. The
provide opportunities in growth areas
Government is aggressively addressing
such as tourism, construction and agroboth at the international and local levels the
processing.
fate of our two primary agriculture
products, sugar and banana.

•

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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Our significant push at formalising tenure
for several small and medium farmers
increases their ability to access increased
credit lines. Under the Land Administration
and Management Programme (LAMP), that
facilitates an accelerated land titling system
at significantly reduced costs and time
delays to farmers, some 1100 titles have
already been handed over. Emerging
technology will offer opportunities for the
young in rural Jamaica to see higher-value
added options in agriculture.
When completed, the major highway
network will make the movement of
products easier and open opportunities for
agricultural investments especially in
Clarendon and St. Catherine (see section on
Highway 2000 Corridor Development). Our
improved airports with their expanded
capacity and our expanded tourism sector
offer new international and local markets
for our traditional and non-traditional crops.

MAJOR TRADITIONAL CROPS
SUGAR CANE
We will continue the transformation of the
sugar industry into the sugar cane industry
while at the same time providing
alternatives for current sugar workers and
ensuring them an opportunity to have
equity in emerging sugar cane products
such as ethanol plants. We are aware of
the impact the sugar industry has on rural
life. We are proceeding with the interest of
all stakeholders in mind in particular our
sugar workers. Specifically we will:

•

of Agriculture and Lands. The objective is
to transform the industry into a sugar
cane industry, producing in addition to
sugar, other products such as ethanol.
45

•

Increase productivity of the sugar cane
industry by a) Resuscitate and replant
18,450 hectares of sugar cane, b)
establish a programme to provide $250
Million in grants to purchase fertilizer and
c) continue provision of an irrigation
subsidy.

•

Ensure that workers in the industry
are afforded an opportunity to have
equity in emerging industries using byproducts of sugar cane.

Accelerate the privatization and
diversification of the sugar industry
through the establishment of a Sugar
Transformation Unit within the Ministry

BANANA
We will:

•

Provide support for alternative
livelihoods for farmers in the Banana
Industry who may become displaced as a
result of the removal of preferential
access to EU market.

•

Ensure increased productivity in the
domestic production and export of
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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banana through partnership with the EU
for the provision of technical and financial
support.

COCOA

window for citrus to establish an
additional 2083 hectares. Ensure that
the modern fruit tree nursery established
at Bodles operates at full capacity of
60,000 plants per annum.

We will:

FINANCE AND BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

•

Increase the export levels of our cocoa
industry three-fold over the next five
years, continue to lobby for increases in
the price paid to farmers, and target the
European market with our high grade
cocoa.

•

Divest State interest in the Coffee
Industry while at the same time playing a
greater role as facilitator and regulator.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN
AGRICULTURE
We will:

• Fully utilize the modern Tissue Culture
facility in Devon, Manchester to produce
each year, 160,000 high quality tissue
culture plantlets of yam, sweet potato and
cassava for supply to farmers.
•

Resuscitate 3,750 hectares of citrus
orchards, providing a special funding

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

The Development Bank of Jamaica will
continue to play a significant role in
providing access to investors and farmers
at all levels. We have and will continue,
through the relevant agencies, to provide
support in the development and marketing
of agriculture products.
We will:

•

Create a market network through
which farmers will be provided with
assistance to secure markets for their
products on a contractual basis with
hotels and manufacturers.

•

Provide incentives to young farmers to
use greenhouse and hydroponics
technology in the production of vegetables
for the hospitality industry.

•

Allocate an additional $20 Million per
year in revolving loan funds to assist
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entrepreneurs in the areas of apiculture
(bee farming) and orchard crops as well
as expand the Apiculture Apprenticeship
Programme to accommodate more
farmers.

Government has made available substantial
amounts of credit for farmers. We
anticipate that more than 100,000 new
jobs will be created through the revival of
agriculture.

•

Undertake on-going island-wide training
of bee farmers in order to enhance
existing nurseries to provide bee stock as
well as fully utilize the honey bottling plant
in Linstead to bottle honey for the local
and export market.

•

Support new investors and the
expansion in agriculture, particularly in
non-traditional crops, by facilitating
individuals who are interested in acquiring
land for agriculture an aggressive
divestment programme. We will help
entrepreneurs with viable agri-business
projects such as Hydroponics, sheep and
pig rearing, cultivation of fruit tree crops (
for the juice manufacturing industry) and
hot peppers go through the divestment
process.
The current boom in tourism has already
begun to create a greater demand for
Jamaican agricultural produce. The

V I I . VISIONARY
INFRASTRUCTURE
The People’s National Party has been
consistent in its programme of investment
in Jamaica’s infrastructure. The PNP
recognizes the positive relationship between
investment in infrastructure, economic
growth and the creation of jobs, which
results in the improvement in the quality of
life of the Jamaican family. It is established
that infrastructure stock, - roads, water
systems, public transportation, sea and
airports, housing - has a positive effect on
long-term economic growth. The more
modern the infrastructure that a country
has the higher the prospects for growth,
the higher the level of infrastructure; the
lower the level of income inequality.
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meet demands. We are on the brink of
Highways will reduce travelling time. An
efficient internal road network will ensure
completing major expansion which will
communities are better connected to
double the port’s capacity.
workplaces and to markets for their
products and equally important. An effective Under the leadership of the People’s
urban road network minimises time lost by
National Party, Jamaica has consistently
commuters. These are all important to
upgraded our water supply systems and
sustainable economic growth. Further, a
increased access and improved quality in
safe and efficient public transport system is this regard. Today 85% of Jamaican
important for our economy and as
families have access to potable water, with
important to our citizens as are improved
74% having water piped into their houses.
air and sea ports which allow for the
In 1992 the comparable figures were 74%
movement of our citizens, our goods and
having potable water and 60% having piped
services and provide adequate access for
water into their houses.
visitors.
The People’s National Party has maintained
We are clear that a potable and reliable
its record of delivering on housing. Over the
water supply and improved sanitation will
past 18 years we have provided an average
ensure that all our households are less at
of 4,100 solutions per annum for a range of
48
risk for diseases, and that will reduce time
lost with inefficient means of storing and/or income groups. This compares with the
deliver of the previous administration of
collecting water.
1,900 units per annum. We have focused
LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
on a range of non-traditional options to
ensure increased access for all. We have
In the last term we undertook a major
consistently increased the value of benefits
highway modernisation programme
available for NHT contributors; targeted
including Highway 2000 and the North
subsidies to ensure the improvement of
Coast Highway projects thus stimulating
living conditions of persons in inner city
major investments in tourism, services,
communities. We introduced in 2004 a
agriculture and industry. We have also
housing assistance grant programme to
undertaken major road rehabilitation work
on parish and community roads, as well as
meet the needs of those most at risk
expanded and upgraded thoroughfares in
including the elderly and persons with
the Kingston Metropolitan Region and
disabilities, a special facility administered by
the Jamaica Council for Persons with
MONTEGO BAY
Disability was established. We have
We have upgraded or are undertaking the
continued with our urban upgrading and
upgrading of our seaports and airports to
provision of basic infrastructure through
ensure that we have world-class facilities.
the Operation PRIDE initiative.
Our transhipment Port is now ranked 55
among the top 100 ports in the world. We In our next term, we will address the
following infrastructural areas:
have consistently expanded our port to
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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arteries, which will create linkages
between the north and south coasts
resulting in an increase in access to jobs
and markets. This will allow for the
further development of soft tourism
products which target our ever growing
cruise shipping industry.

ROADS

•

Complete the Highway 2000
Programme with the construction of two
major segments: Sandy Bay in Clarendon
to Williamsfield in Manchester and the
Mt. Rosser by-pass. These new mass
AIR AND SEA PORTS
transit routes will shape the way in which
we move goods, services and people in a
In the next term, we will:
safe and efficient manner by providing a
modern east-west corridor.
• Ensure the completion of the second
phase of the upgrading of the Sangster
• Complete the construction of the final
International
Airport, which is scheduled
segments of the North Coast Highway,
having already completed Phase One from to cost US$65M.
Negril to Montego Bay with Segment Two
• Complete the significant upgrading
from Montego Bay to Ocho Rios
currently
underway at the Norman Manley
approaching completion. The Ocho Rios to
International Airport transforming it into a
Port Antonio segment, Segment 3,
world class port.
combined with the Port Antonio Sewage
Project and several public/private sector
• Complete the development of Phase 5
joint venture investments will return Port
of the Kingston Container Terminal, which
Antonio and environs to its tourism
will first result in increased job
mecca designation.
opportunities during the construction
phase and, when completed, will result in
• Guided by the Road Maintenance and
a doubling of the capacity of the Port.
Rehabilitation programme, we will
undertake further work on critical
• Construct a Logistics/Distribution Hub
internal roads.
that will increase Jamaica’s
attractiveness as a transhipment facility,
• With support from external financing
with the additional impact of creating
we will undertake the widening of major
further jobs and increasing the
attractiveness of the central business
district of the nation’s capital.
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•

Expand our cruise shipping industry by
expanding the capacity of our existing
port in Ocho Rios and constructing new
port facilities in Falmouth.
• Increase the ability of our major cruise
shipping ports which can already accept
ships calling with 4,000 passengers and
1,500 crew so that they can receive the
next generation of ships which will carry
7,000 passengers and 2,000 crew.
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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localised water supply systems, for
communities which currently rely on local
springs and rivers across the island
We will:
including St. Catherine, St. Elizabeth,
Hanover, St. Mary, St.
• Continue the rationalisation of the taxi Westmoreland,
Ann
and
Portland.
industry and the rural transport system,
with ongoing co-ordination of the
regulatory and enforcement authorities to • Through an IDB/GOJ project,
rehabilitate and upgrade the major water
ensure a high quality transportation
supply facilities in the Kingston
system.
Metropolitan Area. This will include a
significant programme to reduce the
• Consistently review the quality of
levels of non-revenue water at a cost of
service offered by the public bus system
US$55 Million.
in both the Kingston Metropolitan Area
and Montego Bay. Upgrade the rolling
• Encourage and facilitate the investment
stock and reduce the down time of buses
by rebuilding the inventory of spare parts. of private funds in water management and
distribution as we achieved with the
• Ensure the completion of the Half Way partnership with Red Stripe, which
Tree Urban Transport Centre on schedule resulted in the supply to communities in
Westmoreland, St. Thomas and Hanover.
and within budget. The new centre will
significantly
reduce
the
challenges
of
the
50
users of public transportation who have to SEWERAGE TREATMENT
transfer from one bus route to the other.
We will continue to build adequate
It provides a single and safe waiting area;
sewerage treatment plants for Jamaica’s
it will have a schedule of arrivals and
major cities and ensure that areas targeted
departures of buses.
for future tourist development have the
water and sewerage infrastructure to
• Construct, in rural urban centres,
accommodate that growth. Prime
transportation centres, which will reduce
difficulties commuters face when trying to examples of these initiatives are:
make transfers when moving from their
• Complete the construction of Phase 1
place of residence to their place of work,
of
the Soapberry Sewerage Project. The
or school.
project costing US$55 Million when
completed will result in new wastewater
WATER
treatment facilities, lift stations at
Greenwich
and rehabilitation of the Nanse
Our mix of programmes is intended to
Pen facilities.
ensure that we move from 74% who
currently have access to piped water to
• Commence the construction phase of
78% within the next five years. We will:
the Port Antonio Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage initiative once all
• Increase access to potable water in
environmental permits are received.
rural Jamaica by completing the work on
several major water supply systems.
• Complete the installation of a collector

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

•

Implement 22 additional small and

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

system along Hopefield Avenue and
related roads in the Corporate Area as
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one element of the National Water
Commission master plan for a central
sewerage system for the Kingston
Metropolitan Area.

HOUSING

remaining 22,000 Operation Pride
Households who now have certificates of
possession and/or sale agreements and
have continued to make regular payments
towards the cost of providing physical
infrastructure. Ensure that we complete, o
acceptable standards, he remaining
schemes.

We will continue to provide a mix of housing
solutions playing a mix of roles, facilitator,
• Complete joint venture and facilitation
joint venture partnerships, financier or
schemes that are currently underway,
direct developer. The People’s National
which will result in the delivery of some
1,800 solutions in the first 18 months of
Party has a proud record of delivering of
our
next term.
housing solutions, which meet the needs of
our varying socio-economic groups. A
• Following sign-off on a new Joint Venture
result of a stable economic environment has Policy which ensures protection of all stake
holders, in particular the purchasers, we
been an increase in the participation of the
will
aggressively pursue new Joint Venture
private sector in housing construction and
initiatives which are projected to result in
declining mortgage rates from private
an additional 1,500 housing starts per
sector lenders. This trend combined with a annum aimed at those at the median
income.
diverse state programme will ensure a
further increase in the annual housing
• In the first year of our next term, we will
solution starts.
acquire 32 properties islandwide at a cost
of $97.83 Million, in order to regularize
In the next term, the PNP will:
tenure to existing occupants. In addition 4
properties comprising 109 lots will be
upgraded at a cost of $27.73 Million.
• Through the National Housing Trust
support initiatives through interim
• The Social Housing Programme is
financing which aim to provide housing
expected to provide home improvement and
solutions in the tourism belt, the target is
major rehabilitation to an estimated
for some 1,000 housing starts annually
14,000 persons annually, including the
with private sector partners and or
elderly and persons with disabilities, for
existing state agencies such as the
which a special window has already been
National Housing Development
established.
Corporation.
• Consistently review the programmes and
policies of the National Housing Trust to
ensure that it continues to remain relevant
to the expanding economic environment
and the expectations of its contributors.
• Through Joint venture with the National
Housing Development ensure the
completion of Operation PRIDE housing
projects located in the Tourism Belt.
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• With the Jamaica Mortgage Bank
providing interim financing support, private
developers who are committed to providing
housing solutions to meet the growing
demands for housing along the tourism
corridor and the bauxite belt will be
encouraged to enter the market.

• Complete our National Housing Policy
which will quantify the housing demands,
• Continue the Inner City Housing Project
the ability of households to pay and
and expand to other areas of Kingston,
therefore guide the delivery of the mix of
Spanish Town and Montego Bay, with an
housing solutions and the role of the
increased focus on improving cost recovery
various state agencies in the housing
and ensuring targeted subsidy.
sector.
• Keep our commitment to those of the
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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6

TRADITIONAL
. SECTORS

and improving international
competitiveness.

•
Manufacturing and mining remain
important sectors even as we have evolved
into a more service-oriented economy.
Together, they account for approximately
20% of GDP and employ 82,000 persons.

Involve trade policy that levels the
playing field for Jamaican manufacturers
in terms of the enforcement of trade
laws.

•

Develop a National Energy Policy
aligned to the competitiveness of the
MANUFACTURING SECTOR
sector, bearing in mind Jamaica ’s total
dependence on imported oil and the sharp
The performance of the manufacturing
increase in international oil prices over
sector in recent years has been significantly the last five years.
affected by the downward trend in apparel
exports as Jamaica lost ground to
producers with lower cost labour and other • Focus on the upgrading of the
inputs, as well as the formation of the North workforce
American Free Trade Area (NAFTA) that
• Increase the application of modern
provided advantages to the Mexican
industry.
technology
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LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
Nonetheless, the sector has been regaining
ground in terms of its export earnings, with
total exports of manufactured commodities
moving from US$277.8 Million in 2003 to
US$799 Million in 2006. This growth has
been widespread, but has been especially
strong in non-traditional commodities.
Investments to expand the capacity of the
Petrojam Refinery, doubled production of
Caribbean Cement Company Ltd., and to
modernise a number of other major
manufacturing enterprises will contribute to
sustained growth in the medium term.
In our next term, we will:

•

Focus the government’s policy
framework on raising productivity levels
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Ensure the availability of and access to
competitive financing for productive
enterprises

•

Place greater emphasis on critical
forward and backward linkages with the
tourism, agriculture and construction
sectors.
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MINING
In our next term, we will:
The Mining sector continues to be
dominated by bauxite and alumina
production. The Bauxite industry has
enjoyed favourable international conditions
since the late 1990s when the strong
growth in consumption of aluminium by
China became a major factor. Locally, the
industry has benefited from investment to
expand and modernise alumina refineries,
as well as stability in industrial relations and
improved labour productivity.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
The capacity of the Jamalco refinery has
been expanded by over 40%, while output at
the Alpart plant has increased by
approximately 15%. Alumina production
has reached record levels in five
consecutive years, since 2002. As a
consequence, gross foreign exchange
earnings by the industry have also set
records for the same period.
By virtue of this performance and
favourable international prices, the industry
has therefore retained its position as the
major contributor to merchandise exports.
Gross export earnings have increased by
57%, moving from US$713.2 Million in
2002 to US$1.15 Billion in 2006.

•

Implement the major phase of the
Jamalco expansion
This is tied to the finalisation of supply
arrangements for natural gas, which are
still to be concluded with potential
suppliers, Trinidad & Tobago and
Venezuela.

•

Work with the companies to improve
energy efficiency as a critical priority,
having regard to the negative impact on
production cost.

•

Ensure every effort is made to optimise
the mining of our Bauxite reserves, while
protecting the environment and the
interests of communities in close
proximity to mining activity.
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•

Strictly enforce more rigorous mining
regulations and standards related to
emissions to ensure environmental safety
and required for sustainability.

•

Ensure the Bauxite Land Utilisation
Committee (BLUC) oversees the
restoration of mined-out lands with a view
The industry remains second to Tourism, in to their utilisation for agriculture, housing
terms of foreign exchange earning capacity and other uses
and is a major source of investment capital
• Increase support to communities
for Jamaica. Planned investments to
further expand production capacity and
affected by mining activities by partnering
carry out modernisation programmes have
with the mining companies to boost
been developed for the Jamalco plant. The
funding for the Bauxite Community
early phase of this programme was
Development Programme.
completed in early 2007.
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7.

ENVIRONMENT,
LAND AND
DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING

beaches, coastal zones, lands, protected
areas, biodiversity, hazardous substances
etc. A public education programme on
environmental matters that has been
recognized internationally as best practices,
is in place.

In our next term, we will:
The preservation and protection of the
natural and built environment are at the
• Continue to build capacity in the
centre of the sustainable development
National Environmental Protection Agency
strategies of the People’s National Party
(NEPA), and to better manage the built
(PNP). We have carefully pursued this goal
and natural environment.
and implemented policies, passed legislation
and created new, and strengthened
• Ensure and continue to safeguard
existing, institutions. Major projects and
coastal and other areas requiring special
programmes are in place to meet national,
attention.
regional and global objectives.

•

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
58

Jamaica is a party or signatory to over 20
important International Environmental
Treaties and Protocols. We have developed
over 15 critical policies, plans and

strategies with reference to watersheds,
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

Incorporate environmental accounting
as part of the gross national product
(GNP). The valuation of natural resource
assets will be used to rank, and determine
developmental activities.

therefore be valued and taken into
consideration in the ranking and dete
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•

•

Continue the implementation of the
policy regarding the “greening” of
activities, products and services for the
public and private sectors.

Continue promoting the use of cleaner
production and environmentally friendly
techniques and practices in industry.

•

•

Rigorously enforce existing
programmes, and develop new ones to
deal with hazardous waste, including
medical and ship-generated waste.

Continue the coordination of watershed
activities by the National Integrated
Watershed Management Council
supported by NEPA.

•

Finalise, by 2008, regulations on
wastewater and sludge.

•

Continue to encourage improvements in
environmental management through the
• Continue programmes to
utilization of measures such as deposit
develop/upgrade and organize the
refunds schemes for packaging material,
maintenance of public beaches for the
duty waivers/concessions and other
safe use and enjoyment of the public and
incentives.
ensure access for our citizens.
• Expand programmes for the protection
• Undertake further hazard mitigation
of endangered species and their habitats
programmes and projects through flood
and the management of protected areas
control, river training, improved
including marine parks.
agriculture, mining and quarrying
• Continue to identify temporary and
practices, afforestation, improved building
permanent solid waste disposal sites
and infrastructure construction practices
across the island and expand alternative
and watershed and coastal zone
uses for waste.
management.

•

Continue activities to introduce
ethanol and other bio-fuels in the fuel mix
in an effort to reduce costs and utilize
more environmentally friendly fuels.

•

Continue to combat the adverse
effects of climate change and work on
adaptation measures to safeguard life
and property e.g. safeguarding the
vulnerable sections of the Palisadoes
Strip.

59

•

Finalize a National Drainage Policy and
Plan.
The Government has partnered with the
private sector and others to develop and
implement a National Best Community
Competition and Programme. We will
continue to support this initiative, which
seeks to involve all persons in the
sustainable development of their
communities

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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LAND

vehicle tracking, mining and other land
based activities.

In July 1996, the National Land Policy was
promulgated. This is the most
comprehensive Land Policy in the world. We • Continue the land divestment
will continue to implement the several areas
programmes aimed at empowering
dealt with in the Policy which include
Jamaicans through access to lands. We
Information Policy; Land Use, (all sectors)
Acquisitions and Divestment, Ownership,
will continue to make government lands
Access and Tenure, Taxation, Pricing and
Incentives, Environment, Disaster
available for housing, infrastructure,
Preparedness and Hazard Mitigation,
agriculture and industry, including the
Administration and Management of Lands,
Legal and Institutional matters.
hotel industry, parks and protected areas
In the next term, we will:

and attractions.

•

•

Update maps on which to input data.

Previous maps were between thirty to
60

Accelerate the transfer of ownership of

government rented houses in inner city

fifty years old.
areas to the tenants, while assisting with

•

Accelerate the mapping of land parcels

as they relate to each other, to create a

training for management and maintenance
of areas.

cadastral map to facilitate the issuing of
new and updated titles for approximately
one Million parcels of land, including land
settlement schemes. We have mapped
some thirty thousand parcels. Future

•

Implement additional measures for the

management of all government lands.

activities would be done through joint

•

ventures with relevant private sector

affordability and availability of land to

partners.

combat problems pertaining to squatting

•

Put in place ten more fixed Global

Continue to deal with issues of

and other settlement issues. Encourage

Positioning Systems to add to the existing

self-help settlement programmes and

ones to create an Active Geodetic

provide technical assistance to squatters

Network of these stations to facilitate

living in areas that can be regularized.

surveying of lands, fleet management,

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

PNP_MANIFESTO 2007 last half2

8/8/07

12:40 AM

Page 6

MANIFESTO 2007

larger extent in Spatial Data management
activities.

National Spatial Data
Infrastructure

• Establish a National Spatial Data
In 1992, we established the Land
Infrastructure Centre.
Information Council of Jamaica, to
coordinate the collection and
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND
computerization of all land and land related
THE DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL
data and establish a National Geographic
Information System. To date 35 government PROCESS
agencies have computerized land data sets.
In addition to development planning activities
Standards have been established for metabeing undertaken in several parts of the
data, data and maps.
Jamaica, we will use more innovative and
participatory approaches to “fast track” the
During the next term of office we will:
preparation of several new Sustainable
Development Plans and Orders.
• Ensure the sharing of data among
various agencies for effective preparation
of sustainable development plans; to
assist with the development approval
process and to provide information for
decision making; better management and
protection of the environment and for
matters pertaining to business and the
economy.

•

Increase the spatial information
available to the public through the
Internet.

•

Promulgate an Act to deal with the
management of the National Spatial Data
Infrastructure.

•

Continue the GIS in schools
programme.

This will be done through a streamlined
planning process and framework involving
Sector Ministries and agencies, Parish
Councils, the Parish Development
Committees, the private sector,
communities and civil society. Computerized
data sets and all relevant information will be
made available to facilitate the preparation
of these plans.
Sustainable Development Plans and Orders
are being prepared for the Parishes of
Manchester, Portland, Trelawny, Kingston
& St. Andrew, St. Mary and St Catherine,
and a number of urban centres. Plans are
also being prepared for a number of urban
centres. Plans have also been completed
for the South Coast from Negril to
Hellshire, the Highway 2000 corridor,
Santa Cruz, etc.

•

Strengthen community involvement in
the planning and development process
through the collection of information on
their communities.

•

61

Seek to involve the private sector to a

In the next term we will:

•

Begin to develop orders for all
Parishes and major urban centres. The
availability of these will reduce the time
for decisions on development and
subdivision applications.
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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Work has already begun on the further
streamlining of the Development Approval
Process by:

•

Computerising the Planning and
Building sections of the Parish Councils to
allow access to data sets from several
government agencies.

•

Improvement of tracking systems and
information to the progress on
applications made.

•

Delegation of some decision-making
powers to technically competent and
qualified staff and the Parish Councils.

•

Dealing with subdivisions of nine lots
and under by Parish Councils.

62

•

Amend the Strata Titles Act and
promulgate a new Act to deal with
matters pertaining to Town Houses and
common areas for single-family residential
schemes.

NATIONAL BUILDING CODE & ACT
A National Building Code based on the
International Building Code will be
completed by October with the assistance
of the Jamaica Institution of Engineers. A
National Building Act will be completed in
early 2008 to allow for improvement in
Building Development applications and
approvals, and sound business practices.

•

Amending and preparing new
legislation and regulations.

THE DEVELOPMENT AND
INVESTMENT MANUAL

•

This Manual is now complete. Hard Copies

Increasing staff and improving
capacities.

•

Provision of specialist staff to Parish
Councils on a regional basis.

will be available to the Public by the end of
August. It will also be available on a number
of Government web sites. The 2248 page
document, comprising seven Volumes with

In addition we will:

•

Finalise the new National Planning &
Environment Act.

•

Rationalise and streamline fees
charged by various agencies involved in
the development approval process.

•

Amend the Restrictive Covenants Act
to deal with new approved zoning in plans.

fifty-five Sections will greatly facilitate the
planning, development and approval
process. It includes information on the
legislation, regulations, guidelines,
procedures, forms used, fees charged and
other matters on a wide area of
development and investment activities. We
will seek to further improve on all the
procedures etc. contained in this manual
through dialogue with all stakeholders.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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8.

over 92% of Jamaicans have access to
electricity

THE ENERGY
REVOLUTION
•

Renewable power now provides only
about 5% of the national grid and 12% of
overall energy supply

The People’s National Party is committed to
energy conservation and diversification.
Identifying alternative energy that is more
During the next term, we will:
cost effective is critical to enhancing the
global competitiveness of the Jamaican
economy. To realize developed country
• Establish a Centre of Excellence for
status by 2030 we must address the
Renewable Energy (CERE) through which
challenges posed by our dependence on the appropriate project proposals will be
imported oil.
developed
Our mission to revolutionise the energy
sector is given greater urgency given that:

•

The country’s oil bill is currently in
excess of US$1.5 Billion per year with
crude oil prices at over US$77 per barrel
and rising.

•

•

Implement measures to increase our
energy supply from renewable sources to
15% of by 2020

•

Complete the implementation of the
Ethanol in Gasolene Project with the full
introduction of E10 Ethanol blend at the

63

Through deliberate government policy,
pumps and pioneer the production of
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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ethanol as a major alternative source of
energy

•

Expand the Tax Incentive Regime on

including natural gas and coal for
electricity, cane-based power generation,
and bio-diesel and ethanol for
transportation

energy saving devices and provide tax
incentives for the importation of hybrid
vehicles and energy saving devices

•

Encourage new players in power

generation including the pursuing of oil
and natural gas exploration, and

•

Complete the Petrojam Upgrade and

Expansion Programme which will refine of
55,000 barrels of oil per day as well as
produce ethanol for local use and export
and ensure competitive and responsive
Petrojam in the context of diversification.

64

•

Construct a natural gas facility at Port

Esquivel in St. Catherine

increasing solar research and application

•

Encourage use of state of the art

technology to manage distribution of
electricity, thereby reducing system loss
and energy cost

•

Expedite implementation of the Rural

Electrification Programme with a view to
achieving universal electricity coverage

•

Revamp the energy conservation

while ensuring billing compliance. The

programme to pursue ongoing demand

Programme will achieve 96% electricity

side energy efficiency. This includes

access over the next term – an increase

completion of the implementation of the

of 15,600 homes to be connected

energy Efficiency Programme in all

through the implementation of some 860

hospitals and expansion public education

kilometres of pole lines

institutions
We are confident that the implementation
of these initiatives will not only ensure
• Provide incentives including tax and
greater sustainability of the energy supply
duty preferences, pollution standards and but will contribute to the creation of
employment as well as provide
access to preferential financing to
opportunities for the creative use of our
encourage diversification from oil to a mix
indigenous resources.
of alternative and renewable fuels

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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9

EDUCATION
. TRANSFORMATION
AND TRAINING

Created through the national consultative
participatory process in 2004, we hold at
the centre of our programmes and policies,
The ‘Profile of the Educated Jamaican’

The Educated Jamaican will:
1. Love to learn and will therefore be a
lifelong learner, continuously developing
wisdom and knowledge
2. Be well-rounded, agile of mind, able to
adjust to different situations, responsible
and able to make decisions
3. Speak an additional language and have
at least the minimum requirements for
tertiary education
4. Be a productive citizen-worker in
charge of his or her personal economic
advancement
5. Contribute to national development by
being:
• Socially-aware and responsible
• Conscious of what is good for society
• Committed to a sustainable lifestyle
• Spiritually-conscious and mature
• Tolerant of diversity
• Rooted in his/her Jamaican
“Smaddiness”

education for all Jamaicans is central to the
creation of a viable, prosperous and
equitable society with a productive citizenry.
We are the Party of Education.
Prior to Independence, Jamaica’s Education
system was founded on principles
appropriate for a colonial plantation society
and economy. Today, thanks to the
initiatives of successive PNP
administrations, we are well advanced in
creating a system that prepares our young
to realise their full potential as human
beings, capable of leading economically
successful and secure lives in the 21st
century.

65

We have consistently sought to ensure
access, equity, quality and relevance. In
2004, we undertook a national initiative
aimed at receiving feedback from all
stakeholders on the education and learning
needs of modern Jamaica. It is the product
of that process which now drives our
policies and programmes for Education
Transformation. We are guided by the
OUR COMMITMENT TO
recommendations from all Jamaican
EDUCATION TRANSFORMATION
citizens. We are guided by the profile of an
educated Jamaican which we all developed
The People’s National Party (PNP) has
together during the national consultations
always passionately held the position that
in 2004.
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

•

We have made rapid progress in the
provision of Early Childhood Education for all
We have focused on the critical areas of
children in that age group. Largely privately
access, equity, quality and relevance
operated, this sector is now subject to new
regulations and development assistance,
ACCESS
and already provides for 98% coverage of
the early childhood age group. The Early
Childhood Commission was established
The initial challenge in developing an
Education system worthy of an Independent and is instituting a number of groundbreaking programmes including the
nation was the provision of access.
formulation of a National Parenting Policy
The process began in 1955 when the PNP
and employing a cadre of inspectors.
administration began its revolution of the
education system with the introduction of
the Common Entrance Examination,
• We are increasing our ability to provide
providing access to a high school education
learning opportunities for our exceptional
to thousands of working class Jamaicans
learners, both those who are gifted and
for the first time. Under the PNP, we have
achieved the goal of access for all Jamaican those who are challenged.
children at the primary and secondary level.
In the last five years alone, we have built 17 • We have expanded our cadre of special
66
new schools in Western Jamaica at a cost
education teachers and have provided
of $3.8 Billion, and another 16 are being
direct grants to private educational facilities
built nationally. Together, these helped to
that are meeting the needs of children with
create almost 30,000 new spaces for
a range of disabilities.
children in the education system.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

PNP_MANIFESTO 2007 last half2

8/8/07

12:40 AM

Page 12

MANIFESTO 2007

•

over $3 Billion in the last six years.
At the HEART/NTA during 2006/7,
the training system for the first time
We have also made progress at the
broke the 100,000-enrolment mark, with
tertiary level, where enrolment continues
101,182 learners gaining access to
to increase rapidly moving from 21% in
training and certification programmes
2005 to 26% in 2006 and increasing by
islandwide. This is almost a four-fold
over 400% when compared to 1989.
increase from the 26,639 persons
There has been a dramatic increase in the
trained annually in 2003.
number of students from lower-income
families and rural backgrounds attending
EQUITY
university. This is clearly due to expanded
funding facilities, including the Student Loan
We have always been concerned about
Bureau (SLB). The 1996 SLB
equity, about increased opportunities for all
reorganisation was designed to ensure that
regardless of their socio-economic level.
no eligible student is denied access to
Since 2002/03, the PNP Government has:
tertiary education because of financial
constraints.
• Paid 50% of the cost-share
contribution for all students and absorbed
QUALITY
all increases in these fees.

•

Established the exam assistance
programme paying upfront for 4 subjects.
This benefits almost 10,000 students
annually who otherwise would be locked out
of the system.

•

The Secondary School Enhancement
Programme continues to improve facilities
at new and upgraded high schools.
• More than $483 Million has been
invested over the last five years to
build computer and reading
laboratories and libraries.

•

Paid the full tuition fee for 40,000 high
school students and 50% of the endorsed
fees for the remaining 175,000 students

•

Paid the cost of book rentals for all
primary school students under the
Textbook Loan Programme (formerly the
Textbook Rental Scheme), with over $3.3
Billion spent on this programme over the
last five years.

•

67

•

Today, 83% of our 22,000 teachers are
College trained.

Implemented a subsidized scheme for
book rental at the secondary level. In
addition, 311,000 of our young Jamaican
students benefit from the School Feeding
Programme each day at a total cost of

•

The upgrading of the quality of training
of our teachers remains a priority and has
benefited from a number of initiatives
including:
•

The Teacher Professional
Development Loan Fund of $600
Million
• Refund of 50% of cost of studying
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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for

practices

teachers who complete their degrees
without taking study leave, and;
• Establishment of a consortium of
institutions for teacher education.

68

•

In August 2006, the International
Standards Organization (ISO) endorsed the
National Training Agency (NCTVET), the
assessment and certification arm of HEART
Trust/NTA.

•

The Caribbean Vocational Qualifications
RELEVANCE
(CVQ) was established in 2006 under the
leadership of HEART Trust/NTA Jamaica,
The HEART Trust/National Training
the Barbados Training and Vocational
Academy (NTA) has continually expanded
Council and the Trinidad and Tobago
its capacity and refined its curricula to meet National Training Agency. Under the
the needs of our young people and the
Caribbean Single Market Economy (CSME),
changing economy. Over 60% of the
this significant certification allows skilled
enrollment and completion is focused on
certified Jamaican workers to move freely
growth areas of the economy – Tourism,
throughout the region.
Construction, and Information Technology.
HEART Trust/NTA has also established
• In 2006, Jamaica’s first ever High
strategic alliances with successful
School Equivalency Programme (HISEP)
international organizations.
was launched.
The National Youth Service (NYS) is a
In 2003, Jamaica became the first
critical component of the PNP
English-speaking Caribbean country to gain
membership in the WorldSkills organization. Administration’s focus on Education and
Human development was re-started in
This enhances skills training and
certification in Jamaica by being a resource 1995.
for current information on skills standards,
• The average participation in NYS per
new technologies and sharing best
year between 1995 and 2002 was 1400

•

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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young men and women between the ages of • Continue to subsidise exam fees for
17-25 years. We have more than doubled
CXC/CSEC students and expand the
that with participation being approximately
benefit to students taking the Caribbean
4000 per year between 2002 and 2007.
Certificate of Secondary Level
Competence (CCSLC)
• For 2007-8, expansion will enable us to
train 8000 young men and women.
• Mandate compulsory enrolment and
attendance in schools as of 2010.

•

In 2003, in response to the Partnership
for Progress and the needs identified, we
engaged in a Private Sector thrust.
Participants were given job training
specifically in the areas of customer care,
sales, administration and ICT.

•

NYS also trains these young men and
women to support their communities, in
particular in the areas of Emergency
Management. In addition they receive
orientation in basic skills to facilitate
dialogue and avert confrontation.

OUR NEXT TERM
The PNP Administration’s guiding principle,
which is at the foundation of the Education
Transformation process that we initiated
and all stakeholders participated in, is that
EACH CHILD CAN LEARN… EVERY CHILD
MUST! This education mantra is grounded
in our deeply held belief that ALL our
children can learn (not just some).

•

Continue to build the capacity of our
schools to provide a learning environment
for children with special needs.

•

Build a new university in Western
Jamaica to provide training in nursing and
teacher education.

•

Expand and make the Student Loan
Bureau (SLB) more responsive to the
needs of the students by increasing the
amount of funds in the scheme at more
concessionary rates, increasing the grant
component to finance beyond tuition,
normal school needs such buying books
and meals. We will enable middle-class
parents to participate in the SLB benefits
by offering greater flexibility in assessing
the financial impact of 2nd and 3rd child
attending university at the same time.

RELEVANCE

ACCESS AND EQUITY

We will:

During our next term in Government, we
will:

•

•

Continue to guarantee that no student
is excluded from high school due to
inability to pay cost sharing contribution

•

Build new primary and high schools so
as to sustain universal access

69

Expand the National Youth Service
(NYS) to train, re-socialize and equip
20,000 of our young men and women for
entry into the workforce per year

•

Increase the number of HEART/NTA
Academies to facilitate access to quality
training opportunities in skills relevant to
the local and global market place
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

Launch the Caribbean Vocational
Qualifications (CVQ) in October 2007 so
that our enterprising Jamaicans can
benefit from jobs in the region.

entire system (Kindergarten to Grade 6;
and Grade 7 to Grade 12);

•

Expand e-learning programme
currently being introduced in 128
Secondary schools.

•

Aggressively promote the High School
Equivalency Programme (HISEP) to enable
creative and industrious Jamaicans to
fulfill their educational advancement and
job promotions

•

Eliminate the shift system beginning
with 11 schools in September 2007; and
another 100 in the course of the school
year 2007/2008.

•

Ensure that the curriculum at all levels
of the sector continues to undergo
changes to make it more relevant

•

Rewrite, debate and pass by
September 2009, the Education Code and
the Education Act to make the education
system more management friendly to all
stakeholders

•

By 2010 give Physical Education,
Music, Visual Arts, and Technology Skills
the same focus as other subjects in our
schools

70

•

•

Ensure that by 2015 all students in
Grades 1-6 are exposed to Spanish as a
second language

Ensure that graduates from a teacher
education institution will graduate with a
University degree – B.A, Teacher
Education in Early Childhood, Primary or
Secondary by 2015

QUALITY

•

Retain retired teachers of excellence
on fixed contract after retirement with a
focus on supporting after school
supervision for homework and special
assignments

We will:

•

Create a world-class education system
informed by a culture of discipline, and
placing a premium on punctuality and
diligence

•

Strengthen the administrative and
managerial capacity of schools, especially
the leadership capacity of our Principals

•

Create alternative special facilities for
students who repeatedly breach discipline
in schools

•

Introduce licensing of early childhood
and basic schools

•

Develop and implement strategies to
improve male performance up to the
secondary level and matriculation to the
tertiary level

•

Develop two (2) types of schools in the

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Complete the development of Early
Childhood Curricula by September 2007

•

Reorganise the Ministry of Education
to be policy-making and supervisory body
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rather than being directly involved in the
day-to-day running of schools

•

Introduce performance management
systems with agreed targets for schools
and students by 2008/09.

THE SOCIAL
. AGENDA

10

We are the Party of Education and will
continue to push for excellence in all areas
of the Transformed Education process, with
the Learner – be it child or adult – at the
centre.

National Remediation Programme
Under the motivational leadership of the
Prime Minister, Portia Simpson-Miller, we
will mobilize the country around a National
Remediation Programme – One Jamaica,
One Family, Shaping our Future Together.
The programme is aimed at:
1. Achieving 100% literacy within five
years (learn to read) by:

collaboration involving the SDC, HEART
Trust/ NTA, JFLL, the JDF and the National
Youth Service.

HEALTH & WELLNESS
Our vision for health is one deeply rooted in
providing a health system that is client
centred, guarantees access to quality health
care for all at reasonable costs, and which
takes into account the vulnerable in our
society. It is based on the concept of
individuals taking responsibility for their own
health, adopting healthy lifestyle habits,
within a clean healthy environment where
families and communities actively
participate and are integrated into the
system of health care delivery and nation
building.

• Recruiting and training 400
remediation specialist teachers and
deploy to schools as needed
• Training 5000 teacher’s aides (from
NYS and other civic organizations) to
support primary school teachers for
the remediation programme
2. Bringing all enrolled students up to
their age appropriate grade level in the
shortest possible time (so they can read to
learn)
3. Engaging and energizing unattached
youths in our society, with an emphasis on
livelihood and re-socialization. through
lenses of opportunities, capabilities and a
second chance.
This programme will be undertaken by

71

It recognizes the need to provide excellent
primary health care services, diagnostic
capacity, and treatment at the secondary
and tertiary levels. This will be achieved by
training and retaining health personnel at
all levels;, providing properly equipped
facilities, and ensuring the availability of
drugs and sundries in a cordial and
professional environment that preserves
dignity.
This approach to health care delivery
recognizes the constantly changing global
environment and challenges that we face,
including the need to preserve our
tremendous health gains. This will be done
through aggressive attention to proper
public health practices and challenges of

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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new emerging and resurgent diseases, by
establishing and maintaining international
partnerships and encouraging local
research to establish best practices.
72

early childhood and other educational
institutions through to the tertiary level.

•

Target our adolescent and young adult
population, particularly young men, in
areas such as HIV and other sexually
transmitted diseases, the effect of drugs
and irresponsible alcohol use and their
relationship to violence, motor vehicle and
other accidents.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
During its terms of office, the People’s
National Party (PNP) has pursued policies
that have led to tremendous gains in
population health, including increased life
expectancy, and reduction in communicable
diseases. We have heightened the
awareness of the population on the benefits
of health lifestyle practices given the
challenge of an approaching epidemic of
chronic diseases such as diabetes,
hypertension and heart disease.
In our next term the PNP will focus on:

WELLNESS PROGRAMMES

•

Incrementally expand the wellness
program, started in the Southern Regional
Health Authority (SRHA), to achieve
island-wide coverage. This will encourage
citizens to attend health centres for
annual check-ups to ensure early
detection of disease conditions, and
enable early treatment and better
treatment outcomes.

•

Continue to promote aggressively the
establishment of the healthy community
• Intensify the promotion of healthy
programmes, including the provision of
lifestyle programmes including proper
secure playfields and exercise parks,
nutrition beginning with family life training healthy school environments, garbage
in our maternal and child health clinics,
free communities and proper waste
and in
disposal systems.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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ambulances, in addition we will:

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

• Introduce to the health cadre, the
The PNP will continue to upgrade our
category of Emergency Medical Technicians
primary health care system largely serviced
at all levels
through our clinic network to ensure easy
access by the population, and to improve
• Train and employ emergency care staff
services by:
to national and international standards for
• providing appropriate treatment at the ambulance services
local level for conditions not needing
hospital treatment and by reducing
unnecessary hospital referrals;

• Provide state-of-the-art technology to
manage the medical control and movement
of patients

•

enabling access to medication through
pharmacy services at these clinics;

• On-going provision of emergency air
transport to ensure early interventions
where necessary

•

increasing and upgrading the number of
community health aides, and better utilize
their services through targeting of the
population utilizing the data base now
provided through the National Health
Fund (NHF);

•

expanding the mobile clinic system
established in the SRHA to reach remote
areas with particular emphasis on
maternal and child health programs;

HOSPITAL CARE
Recognizing the need for expanding the
range of services available to a growing
population, the PNP has embarked on a
programme of upgrading specialist services
in a number of public hospitals. We have
upgraded the May Pen and Annotto Bay
Hospitals to Type B facilities, and
introduced specialist services in nearly all of
our hospitals. We will continue to:

•

placing more doctors in the primary
care clinics, to provide preventative care,
and early diagnosis of diseases and
conditions.

PRE-HOSPITAL AND INTERHOSPITAL CARE
The PNP will continue to expand the prehospital Emergency Medical Services by
launching one (1) EMS site in each capital
township, and other main towns in its next
term. We will achieve this through the
procurement of an additional sixty (60)

73

• Ensure the expansion of specialist
services to enable two other regional
hospitals, St. Ann’s Bay and Mandeville,
to exceed Type B status.
• Upgrade other hospitals to full Type B
hospitals offering internal medicine,
surgery, paediatrics, obstetrics, and
gynaecology, with outpatient services in
non-core specializations where necessary
and possible.
• Provide discrete secure short-term
treatment facilities within certain
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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hospitals to treat acute mental patients
closer to their social support base and in
keeping with the community mental
health policy.

open a new unit at the Mandeville
Regional Hospital.

•

Continue to ensure through the NHF
and other initiatives the provision of
appropriate diagnostic equipment and
supplies to all levels of the health system.

•

Support through public/private
partnership the opening of a new hospital
in Portmore.

•

Sustain the emphasis on health care
for children by building in the next term a
specialist children’s hospital to serve
western Jamaica, to relieve the burden on
children and parents needing to come into
Kingston for service.

•
74

Provide a Hospice type facility in
western Jamaica to deal with terminally ill
patients to enable dignity in treatment.

•

Expand existing renal dialysis units in
the Corporate Area and St. Thomas, and

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Continue our programme of
encouraging centres of excellence, such
as the Caribbean Heart Institute, the
Mobay Hope facility and the granting of
the required incentives to allow such
developments.

•

Aggressively develop a medical
procedures industry targeting markets
that have challenges with costs or length
of waiting time, and incorporate
recuperation and rehabilitation programs
to attract those who wish to recover in an
environment that provides quality care
with an idyllic setting.
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HIV/AIDS
HIV/ AIDS still represents a major
challenge to all health systems. Jamaica’s
programme has been lauded by all the
international agencies, and much of what
we do is accorded best practice status.
The challenge continues to be the reduction
of transmission and ensuring the rights of
those infected and affected to medical
treatment and dignity. The PNP will
continue to:

•

Advocate internationally for diagnostic
and treatment options at affordable
prices.

•

Sensitize family, community and health
workers to the challenges faced by
persons living with HIV/AIDS. Intensifying
our public education programmes aimed
at reducing stigma and discrimination.

•

Provide for treatment under the NHF
in partnership with the Health
Corporation Limited, for persons living
with HIV/AIDS who need medication.

•

Strengthen prevention and
communication programmes focusing on
at-risk behaviours and populations.

MANAGEMENT AND TRAINING

•

Attract and train sufficient members
of staff at all levels, particularly in nursing
and professions complementary to
medicine. Ensuring that we meet our
local needs while providing an opportunity
for some to seek offshore employment.

•

Develop and implement retention
policies that address the whole work
environment, including remuneration,
increase options for further learning
through exchange programmes to ensure
sustainability.

•

Develop technologies that allow
improved patient outcomes, such as
telemedicine options and epidemiological
data collection, collation and sharing to
inform policy.
75

FINANCING HEALTH
The introduction of the NHF is considered
by the PNP as a platform for a National
Health Insurance Scheme (NIS) and as a
measure to provide health benefits to
greater numbers of our citizens. The NHF
has increased the resources available to
the health sector by the imposition of direct
taxes such as the present tax on tobacco.
These measures have provided over $8
Billion toward this end in the first 4 years of
its existence. In addition, the CHASE Fund
has contributed almost $2 Billion to the
health sector.

In the next term, we will:
To meet our targets, we must train and
retain our own personnel to ensure
• Maintain adequate budgetary support
sustainability, and where this is not
to the health sector from the
possible, to recruit appropriately trained
consolidated funds
staff. We recognise the need for
managers in the health system who are
fully aware of the challenges and the
• Continue to support, from the Chase
interconnectedness of service delivery. The
Fund, the building, upgrading, restoring
PNP will continue to:
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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and equipping of health facilities, and
related training facilities

•

Continue to explore the establishment
of a National Health Insurance Scheme

•

Expand the immunization programme
to ensure 100% immunization of children
0-23 months

•

•

Review and update the National
Insurance Gold Scheme for NIS
pensioners

Further reduce the number of
paediatric deaths as a result of HIV
transmission from mother to child

•

Review and expand the range of NHF
benefits as determined by epidemiological
data

•

Continue the support funding from the
NHF to the public health sector to achieve
the essential public health goals

•
76

Explore and implement a policy using
the PATH beneficiary identification system
to provide a special health benefit, which
would exempt medical indigent persons
from hospital and other health fees
without the need for assessment at the
point of delivery.

•

Complete and implement the Child
Abuse Prevention and Control Protocol
for residential Child Care Facilities

•

Provide greater support in addressing
behaviour management and psychological
issues impacting children in care of the
state

•

Revise the “Ä-Z Manual: Children
Remanded in Custody” in the context of
the Child Care and Protection Act

•

Implement and expand the Child
Development Agency’s integrated
response project to ensure better
protection of our children including:

REMAINING FOCUSED ON OUR •
SPECIAL GROUPS:
•
CHILDREN

Revise the Children (Adoption of) Act

Develop and implement a National
Framework of Action for Children to
achieve the goals of the World Fit for
Children (WFFC) Declaration

Over the years, the People’s National Party
• Complete the Protocol to govern the
has remained committed to the safety,
selection and operationalization of the
protection, care and development of our
children and youth. To guarantee the rights Office of the Ambassador for Children
of our children, Jamaica ratified the
• Increase the number of children, who
International Convention on the Rights of
the Child. We introduced the Child Care and are in state care, participating in the
Living in Family Environment programme
Protection Act and established the Child
from 53% to 65%
Development Agency in addition to the
appointment of a Children’s Advocate.
• Introduce stiffer penalties for those
who neglect, abuse or sexually molest
In the next term we will:
children
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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YOUTH & FAMILY LIFE
• Promote and support entrepreneurship
Youth development is inextricably linked to
national development. Jamaica is a small
island developing state in transition to a
services-based economy. Consequently, the
country’s human capital represents its
greatest potential for transition into a first
world state, and youth represent the next
immediate cohort of productive human
resources. The People’s National Party
government will continue to embrace a
transformational approach to youth
development, where our young persons are
as the career of choice in the 21st century
viewed as assets with vast potential which
through programmes within primary and
need to be developed, and not as social
secondary school systems.
problems waiting to be fixed.

•

• Re-launched the NYS; National Secondary
Students’ Council, National Youth Council

In collaboration with the private sector
establish a mentorship programme which
will provide necessary support to young
entrepreneurs.

• Expanded HEART-Trust/NTA

•

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

• Established the National Centre for
Youth Development, and the Youth
Information Centres

Integration of Youth at Risk – Resocialization and Skills Training Facility

•

To further enhance the development of
our youth, in the next term we will focus
on:

ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

•

77

Promote self-employment among young
people through the provision of training in
the areas of entrepreneurship and
enterprise development, provide credit and
alternative financing, business planning and
development through the JBDC and much
needed production space in our business
incubators.

Establish a mega multi purpose camp
facility in rural Jamaica to be utilized by the
National Youth Service to implement an
expanded re-socialisation, and training
programme for youth who are unattached
or ‘at-risk’. The site would be expansive in
order to provide sufficiently for a full range
of intervention programmes, including
sports, arts and culture, literacy
interventions and skills training.

•

Develop and implement policies to
ensure the re-integration of teenage
mothers into the regular school system.

•

Expand the Possibilities Programme for
the rehabilitation of street boys.

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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YOUTH – FUTURE LEADERS

•

The appointment of two young
persons, based on gender equity, to all
public sector boards and government
committees as a proactive strategy for
succession planning as well as to ensure
the participation of youth in the decision
making processes

underused family planning options for
women and men

•

Improve access to Reproductive
Health Information to Adolescent and
Youth

•

Provide through the National Centre
for Youth Development increased financial
and technical support for uniformed youth
groups, youth clubs and community youth
groups to ensure their survival as a
critical avenue for positive activities for
youth persons especially in rural Jamaica.

•

Develop a new generation of leaders
through increased support for the
National Secondary Students’ Council,
while ensuring that the rights of our
students are protected by democratically
elected student advocates.

78

•

Work with the Custodes to appoint at
least 100 young persons under the age of
30 as Justices of the Peace.

•

Re-institute the Prime Minister’s Youth
Advisory Board/Committee.

FAMILY LIFE

•

Collaborate with faith-based
organizations to promote positive family
values

•

•

Expand access to reproductive health
information and services to men and
women

•

Promote safe sexual behaviour,
attitudes and practices to reduce the
prevalence of STIs and HIV/AIDS

GENDER EQUALITY AND
EQUITY
With the vision of One Jamaica, One
Family, Shaping the Future Together ever
before us, the People’s National Party (PNP)
remains committed to the principles of
equality and equity for every member of the
national family. We see men and women as
well as boys and girls as equal partners
working together, for individual and
collective development.
The Party will continue the pursuit of gender
equality and equity in support of fair and
equitable access to opportunities for
development, at all levels of the society.
Gender equality ensures that men and
women, girls and boys, can freely make
different choices on the foundation of equal
opportunity as well as being equally valued.

Further reduce unplanned pregnancies
We are firmly on the road to dismantling
by achieving a Total Fertility Rate of 2.2
through interventions the National Family the systemic barriers and unequal relations
especially with our legal reform agenda,
Planning Board
including the recent Property (Rights of
Spouses) Act of 2006.
• Expand access to existing but
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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In the next term, we will:

- The Sexual Harassment
- Occupational Health and Safety

•

Engage the country in dialogue on the
draft National Gender Policy to arrive at
finalisation and adoption

•

•

Ratify the Convention of Belem do Para
(The inter-American Convention on the
Prevention, Punishment and Eradication
of Violence Against Women)

Initiate national dialogue to design
innovative and practical ways to address
the issue of disenfranchised boys and men • Sign the Optional Protocol of the
in our society in order to positively impact Convention on the Elimination of all forms
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)
the strength of our family units as well as
and implement the proposals submitted to
individual productivity and sense of self
the Government of Jamaica by the
CEDAW Committee of the United Nations
• Introduce, within a year, a national
campaign to improve values and attitudes after the review of the country’s
performance on CEDAW in August 2006.
and move towards eliminating negative
gender stereotypes.
• Seek assistance of international
partners to develop in the public sector
• Monitor the new Broadcasting Code
and among civil society partners, skills
and take action to protect citizens,
and competencies in Gender Budgeting.
including children from harmful media

79

portrayals of violence, sex and gender
stereotypes

THE ELDERLY

•

Within two years, establish in
collaboration with civil society, sixteen
shelters (one in each parish and two in
the Corporate Area) for victims and
persons threatened with crimes of sexual
violence.

•

Finalise and implement a Sanitation
Policy, Strategy and Action Plan and fast
track the provision of water and
sanitation, to enhance the dignity and
living of the Jamaican family.

•

Pass with wide consultation, the
following Bills which are currently in
Committee in Parliament
- the Offences Against the Person
- the Incest (Punishment)

Protection of the elderly is of critical
importance. Women 60 years and over are
more likely to be cared form by, and in the
homes of, family members or guardians
while their male counterparts are often left
destitute or left in the care of the state.
While Jamaica still has a relatively young
population, the ranks of persons who
constitute senior citizens are growing as a
result of longer life spans resulting from
improved health care. In this regard, the
state must of necessity, formulate and
implement appropriate policies and
programmes to deal with issues affecting
our senior citizens.
In the next term we will:
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

Embark on an islandwide consultation

provide support to public institutions such
exercise, which will result in an
assessment and projection of the needs of as schools, homework centres and
our citizens over the age of 60 so that we children’s homes.
can best establish policies and
EMPOWERING PERSONS WITH
programmes consistent with our current
DISABILITIES
environment.

80

•

Expand the Jamaica Drugs for the
Elderly Programme and the National
Health Fund Gold programme to cover a
wider range of ailments affecting senior
citizens

•

Renovate our infirmaries and homes
for the aged

•

Construct independent living facilities
and care centres through the National
Housing Trust and provide incentives for
similar private sector lead initiatives.

•

Expand the National Council for Senior
Citizens so that it can effectively provide
services to seniors island-wide

•

Involve our seniors in voluntary
programmes utilising their wisdom and
expertise to mentor young people or to
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

The People’s National Party recognises
the challenges which persons with
disabilities encounter. We are fully
committed to a rights based approach to
address these issues; we are committed
to the inclusion of persons with disability
in all sectors. We are committed to the
appeal from persons with disabilities
‘nothing about us without us’ and we will
therefore involve the community of
persons with disabilities in any discussion
on policies and programmes that impact
on their lives. Our commitments for the
next term are a result of our consultation
with representatives of the community of
persons with disability, our commitment
represents the issues they consider a
priority.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
The People’s National Party has an
impeccable record of empowering persons
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with disabilities to lead fulfilling lives realise
their full potential. Our record is extensive
and includes:

Commission to establish and monitor a
timetable, which holds all stakeholders
accountable.

•

Pass the National Disability Act by
December 2007.

•

Jamaica became the first country to not
only sign, but ratify, its commitment to the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disability

•

Remain committed to an education
programme which goes beyond the 3Rs
(reading, writing and arithmetic) ensuing
that life skills are included in curriculum
targeting all children and young adults
with disabilities

•

Following islandwide consultation we are
in the final stages of the drafting of the
National Disability Act, with the process
being led by members of the community of
persons with disabilities

•

Early detection initiatives of the
Government have been enhanced with the
establishment of satellite centres in
Mandeville, with renovation of facilities to
host a satellite in St. Ann now underway

•

The Ministry of Education has
increased the number of Special
Education Teachers, with some 128 new
teachers being made available in
2006/2007 and has provided grants to
independent education facilities providing
learning opportunities for children with
disabilities

•

Expand our support to the early
detection, early stimulation initiatives by
the relocation of the current early
stimulation primary location and offering
services on an islandwide basis.

•

In collaboration with the nongovernment organizations, work to
increase the coping skills of parents and
siblings of persons with disabilities

81

•

Increase our financial and other
resource support to independent schools
offering services to children with
disabilities

•

•

The Government has provided grants
and business development support to
entrepreneurs with disabilities as a pilot
initiative and will move to expand this
building on the lessons learnt.

Continue with the expansion and
training of Special Education teachers, in
addition increase the number of special
education specialists, who will have the
requisite skills to support the broad
range of special education programmes

To fulfill our commitment to persons with
disability, the PNP will:

•

Ensure the adherence to the UN
Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disability with the establishment of a

•

Deepen our partnership with nongovernment and community based
organizations currently providing services
in early detection, community
rehabilitation, education and training for
persons with disabilities
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

Support a sustained training
programme including sensitization and
communication skills for health
professionals who have a high level of
interaction with persons with disabilities.
Specifically we will ensure that, at a
minimum, there is on duty in major
hospitals, one customer care officer who
has the ability to communicate in sign
language.

•

Ensure that all material related to
health and safety, including literature on
HIV, disaster management, child care and
safety, training for entrepreneurship will
be available in appropriate format to
ensure that persons with disabilities are
fully aware of the issues and can access
opportunities.

82

•

With the passing of the National
Disability Act promote greater openings
SOCIAL SECURITY
for jobs for persons with disabilities
ensuring that all government departments
The People’s National Party places
function as model ‘equal opportunity’
significant emphasis on providing assistance
employers
to persons who require support from the
• In collaboration with the network of
state for a variety of reasons, such as
non-government organizations, establish a poverty, chronic illness, disaster and
temporary loss of income. Under the Social
placement service which will offer the full
Safety Net programme we have ensured
range of services, preparation for the
that the most vulnerable members of
work place, establish mentorship
society have a reliable system of support
programme and undertake sensitization
through an appropriate set of initiatives.
of potential employers
These include including mechanisms to
• Review and then implement a system,
break the cycle of poverty by improving the
economic capacity and independence of
which offers a minimum social security
beneficiaries.
payment to persons with severe or
profound disabilities who are unable to
Our flagship programme in this regard is
work
the Programme of Advancement Through
Health and Education (PATH), with an
important component for moving the needy
from welfare to work.

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

In the next term, we will:

•

Expand the PATH programme so that
the number of beneficiaries will be
increased from 236,000 to more than
250,000 in the first year.

The National Insurance Fund has been
carefully managed and has continued to
increase in value at a pace, which will
ensure that we are positioned to provide
our pensioners.
The PATH programme consolidated three
income transfer programmes – Food
Stamp, Old Age and Incapacity Grants and
the Outdoor Poor Relief - into a
comprehensive system that is now
promoted by several international agencies
as international best practice model
focusing on providing benefits to a range of
persons at risk. Children up to 16 years,
pregnant and breastfeeding women, elderly
persons over 65 years and persons with
disabilities
Since the establishment of the PATH
program in 2002:

•

We have established a modern and
transparent means of identifying and
selecting those who require support and
made payments to more than 230,000
individuals or 60,000 families.

•

Exempt all PATH students from paying
fees at school up to sixth form.

•

Establish a “welfare to work”
component commencing in 2008 and
targeting 8,000 PATH beneficiaries.
Working age persons in households on
welfare will be afforded training, job
matching, business development and/or
support, and other services necessary to
facilitate their access to gainful
employment

83

•

Under the PATH programme improve
care and development of very young
children to 8 years. A programme is now
being established to ensure the
availability of good quality day care
services for all children, which will be
regulated under the Early Childhood Act

•
•

A result of the requirement of
attendance at schools and health care
facilities is that the PATH has also resulted
in improved attendance at schools by
children and increased immunization of
children

•

We have improved customer care and
social security delivery service to
beneficiaries via payments through Post
Offices and electronically at National
Commercial Bank (NCB), where benefits
can be accessed through a cash card.

Provide support for at-risk youth 1724 years to improve their educational
achievement and assist with transition to
employment

•

Establish a viable and effective system
for public sector pensions. Provision will
be made to secure adequate retirement
incomes for the elderly administered with
efficiency and sustainability based on
funded, contributory schemes

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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SPORTS
The PNP Administration is committed to
the development of sports as a critical tool
for social transformation and promoting
national pride. This commitment is manifest
in the large financial investment which the
Administration has made in the area of
sports development. Through such
investment, the country has maintained its
remarkable sporting record, both locally and
internationally, and our athletes and
sportsmen continue to be acknowledged as
the best in the world.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

•

In 2003 the Government established the
Culture Health Sports and Education
(CHASE) Fund to distribute taxes from the
84
gaming industry into several areas of
in 2005 between the Government of
national life, including sports. 40% of the
Jamaica and Special Olympics International,
funds received by CHASE is allocated to
the Administration affirmed its commitment
sports development. To date, the CHASE
to improving the lives of persons with
Fund, through the Sports Development
disabilities, through sports.
Foundation (“the SDF”), has allocated some
J$1.2 Billion towards the construction
• The construction of the National Indoor
and upgrading of sporting facilities
Sports Centre, the multi-purpose stadium at
islandwide; training of coaches and
Green Fields, Trelawny and the upgrading of
sporting officials; the promotion and
Sabina Park represents a clear
development of specific sports, such as
commitment to establishing sports as more
hockey, table tennis, track and field,
than a national pastime. These facilities
football, cricket and netball.
have set the stage for the country’s
successful hosting of major international
• This PNP Administration, through the
events such as the 9th IAAF Coca Cola
Institute of Sports (INSPORTS), the
World Junior Championships in 2002; the
organization responsible for the
2003 World Netball Championship; the ICC
development of sports locally, has continued Cricket World Cup 2007 (the third largest
to develop young sporting talent and has
sporting event in the world) Opening
broadened the base of participation in
Ceremony, Group D first round matches
sports, to include volleyball, basketball and
and one semi-final match.
softball. Additionally, through a partnership
signed
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

PNP_MANIFESTO 2007 last half2

8/8/07

12:40 AM

Page 30

MANIFESTO 2007

In our next term, we will continue to build on • Ensuring that adequate financing is
our track record of Sports development by
available for the maintenance of sporting
revising our strategic sports policy, which is facilities islandwide;
aimed at establishing a coordinated
framework for sports development. The
• Continued Financial Support of the G.C.
specific areas of focus of the Sports
Foster College as the premier sporting
Policy will include:
institution for the training of coaches,
administrators and other sporting
• Continued funding of sports through
officials;
specific Government initiatives, such as
the CHASE Fund, and partnership with the • Ensuring that the curricula of all
private sector;
schools include physical education and

•

Promoting national recognition of the
role of sports in education, health,
economic and social development;

•

The development of a structured
national sports programme aimed at
providing support and incentives to
athletes representing the country at the
international level;

that adequate time is provided for
participation in sporting activities;

•

Encouraging research and development
in sports sciences;

•

Encouraging and Supporting, through
the Ministry of Tourism, the development
of sporting activities as part of the
island’s tourist attraction.

85

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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11

GOVERNANCE &
. COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT

The People’s National Party has always
been committed to the major pillars of good
governance such as the rule of law,
transparency, accountability, participation,
inclusion and social justice. In this regard
we have inspired in Jamaicans a fuller
understanding and desire for good
governance.
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Our Party has a noble tradition of visionary
leadership that places primacy on the
development of wholesome, vibrant
communities as a critical step in nation
building. We have always held firm to the
highest democratic ideals reflected in our
bid to continually deepen our democracy
including elections every five years. This is
in addition to our efforts to forge bold new
dimensions of national sovereignty and
Caribbean regional identity.

•

That the rule of law has the best
chance of success in an environment
where the incentives for crime are low
• That the fundamental duties of
and the deterrents to crime are high. We
government are to uphold and enforce the
therefore recognise that among the
law and to protect its citizens and their
solutions to our crime problem is
property. This extends to protection of
meaningful social reform.
citizens from the possible abuses of the
state itself.
The People’s National Party reaffirms its
commitment to the fundamental rights and
• In a society based on the rule of law
freedom of every person, including:
where there is equitable and efficient
administration of justice, where those
• Freedom of speech
who break the law are effectively
• Freedom of conscience and religion
punished, where our laws are relevant to
• Freedom of the press and
our circumstances and where the rights
• Freedom from discrimination
of each citizen are enshrined, protected
• Freedom of assembly
and observed
We, the People’s National Party, believe:

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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We subscribe to achieving:

•

•

Zero tolerance against acts of
corruption at all levels through strict
adherence to procedures, open reporting,
access to information and strong
penalties

•

•

Constituted Authority to hear election
complaints

Access to Information Act

On Course to Good Governance we pursued
a proactive Public Sector Modernization
Programme, and have steadfastly
supported and fostered Community
Development through People Empowerment
through the establishment of Parish and
Community Development Councils.

Transparency and accountability in the
granting of contracts and spending of
public funds with provisions for access to
information, adherence to codes of
conduct, the appointment of ethics
In the next term, we will:
officers, independent enquiries, and
Parish-based Public Accounts Committees,
as well as sanctions for improprieties
• Give Legal status to Parish,
Development Area and Community
• Quality Service through well-trained
Committees
service providers; citizens and consumer
charters; quality standards; effective
• Accelerate efforts to ensure that all
regulatory bodies, and courteous and
citizens are engaged by central and local
efficient management
government in the processes that make
decisions, set policies and implement
• Efficiency of government administration programmes as well as the mechanisms
for monitoring and evaluating the
and policies to make the economy globally
performance of the organisations and
competitive
systems which impact on their lives.

87
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•
On Course to Good Governance, we
established key institutions to protect and
safeguard the rights of citizens:

Facilitate greater participation through
access to all information through,
Community discussions and debates, and
utilise other traditional and nontraditional methods to achieve this

• National Contracts Commission
• Consolidate and empower through the
• Office of the Public Defender
necessary resource of a Community
• Corruption Prevention Commission
Development Agency to lead the creation
• Office of the Children’s Advocate
of partnerships with relevant NonGovernment Organizations to work with
• Office of the Political Ombudsman
• The Police Public Complaints Authority communities to build effective Community
Management Organisations that will have
• Electoral Commission
the capacity to:
FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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• Promote and support people's financial Portmore with the view of granting
institutions such as community credit
Municipal Status to other large urban
unions and people's cooperative banks
areas as well as the appointment of Town
• Encourage and convince solid
Managers where appropriate
established companies to enter into
meaningful partnerships with
• Extending the practice of direct
community-based organisations
election of Mayors to all local jurisdictions
located in areas in which they operate
• Develop and facilitate the
• Empowering Local Authorities to raise
incorporation of entire communities as
loans and float municipal bonds to
corporate communities under the
finance capital development as
Companies Act thus enabling the
Government to divest to them certain determined by the collective decisionmaking of all stakeholders including the
public assets such as land for
Member of Parliament
development
• Establish a monitoring and response
unit in the Office of the Prime Minister • Establishing an appropriate policy of
that will work with the Parish
revenue sharing
Development committees to
accelerate the movement to more
• Dedicating the Parochial Revenue Fund
88
inclusive ‘join-up’ government and
for the financing of Local Authorities
deepen accountability of government
to the citizens across Jamaica.
• Ensuring increased compliance rate of
property taxes

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

•

Reviewing the policy regarding Motor
Vehicle Licences Fees

On Course to Good Governance we have
restored and led the struggle for a vibrant
Local Government System through, among
other things:

•

Entrenching Local Government in the
Constitution setting clear line of
demarcation with Central government

•

Establishing the municipality of Portmore
, as a pilot to examine new management
model to manage local affairs

•

Strengthening the Code Enforcement
capabilities of the Local Authorities

•

Direct election of Mayor as a pilot in
Portmore
In the next term, we will accelerate the
Local Government Reform process by:

•

Comprehensively reviewing the
experience of the Municipality of
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

•

Improving Solid Waste management by
privatizing the collections, sweeping and
landfill operations thereby allowing the
NSWMA to play a regulatory and
monitoring role in ensuring that all
communities are kept immaculately clean
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LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
On Course to Good Governance we have a
facilitated a vibrant and vigorous
Parliamentary process. We have:

•

Fully involved the Opposition in the
Parliamentary Committee process

•

Achieved greater efficiency in local
government through far-reaching reforms

•

Deepened the consultative process and
made it part of the modus operandi of
Agencies of the State

•

Ensured the openness of Parliamentary
Committees to the public and the media
In our next term, we will:

•

Further improve the system of justice,
including the development of a
Restorative Justice Programme

•

Ensure that the Jamaican Civil Service
becomes a model that consistently
delivers real value and high quality
service, including e-government

•

Foster the utmost integrity, prudence,
financial propriety and transparency in
government

•

Accelerate the process of Local
Government Reform

•

Expand and protect the rights and
freedoms of citizens

OUR PLACE IN
.THE WORLD

12

The People’s National Party can be
justifiably proud of the record of successive
PNP administrations in the conduct of our
foreign relations.

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS
Outstanding leadership in the international
arena began as early as the days of Party
Founder and President, National Hero, Rt.
Excellent Norman Washington Manley, who
blazed a trail with his successful advocacy
for the self-government and Independence
of our nation. The tradition of excellence in
the management of the nation’s foreign
affairs continued with the succeeding
Leaders of the Party and Prime Ministers,
Michael Manley and P. J. Patterson. Their
eloquence and support for the cause of the
oppressed and disadvantaged developing
nations confirmed Jamaica’s position as a
respected and effective player on the
international stage.
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Party President, and Prime Minister Portia
Simpson-Miller, has already begun to make
her own mark with international institutions
and among foreign heads of state and
government.

Navigating the Challenges of the
Global Community Today
Building on our record, the People’s
National Party is well equipped to deal with
the current issues and challenges in the
global community. We are fully capable of
navigating our way successfully through the

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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90

global political and economic currents of the equally important, economic transformation
in India. On the African continent, the
twenty-first century. This new global order
has presented new opportunities and new
emergence of South Africa from the
challenges that we must now address with
shadows of apartheid now enables it to take
the same skill, dedication and adherence to its rightful place on the world stage. This
principle that we have exhibited in the past.
holds great promise for the benefits that its
leadership can bring to the political stability
Chief among today’s challenges is the
and economic development of sub-Saharan
inevitable disappearance of the preferential Africa. These developments require us to
trading arrangements on which the
make adjustments and extensions of our
successful export of our main agricultural
diplomatic relations. In the next term, we
products, sugar and bananas, so heavily
will:
depended in the past. These arrangements
are now replaced by globalization based
• Increase Jamaica’s diplomatic
upon the concept of world free trade and
presence in the following countries as a
the threat of the domination by transmatter of priority: India; Brazil; Spain;
national corporations.
Russia.
One distinctive feature of this period is the
emergence of China as a world economic
power and the, less dramatic but potentially
One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

One of the responses to the phenomenon
of globalization and the scaling down of
bilateral trade preferences has been the
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development of regional trading and
economic cooperation blocs on an
institutionalized basis. This is particularly to
be observed in South America and indeed in
Europe itself.

OUR RESPONSE
This latter reflection brings us now to a
precise formulation of our response to the
challenges that these new world
developments pose.
In respect of regional cooperation, we start
with the advantage that we already have
CARICOM, which in many ways was a
precursor of the regional cooperation
efforts which we observe taking place
worldwide. It is imperative that we
strengthen that organisation and deepen
the involvement of all member countries in
cooperative economic activities in respect
of trade, production and investment.
A key element in this process will be the
Caribbean Court of Justice (CCJ) as an
instrument for dispute resolution within the
Caribbean Single Market and Economy
(CSME) and interpretation of our intraregional treaties and contractual
arrangements. We recognize that while
this aspect of the CCJ’s work has been
established the long-term viability of the
institution depends on it being vested with
the status of the final court of appeal for
the region. We are totally committed to
this objective.

cooperation that we have developed with
the countries that border the Caribbean
Sea, in South America, Central America and
North America, referring here particularly
to Mexico, Colombia and Venezuela. In
addition, our cordial and principled
relationship with Cuba indicates that this
important Caribbean country can and
should be brought fully within the Caribbean
family.

In addition, we have to take note of the
increasing importance of developing
renewable sources of energy as
environmentally desirable and economically
necessary. We have already taken initial
steps to learn from what Brazil is doing in
this field and to gain assistance from that
country in respect of ethanol production.
Finally, in this area of political and economic
cooperation, we are placing emphasis on
meeting the new challenges by new
associations. We will continue and, where
required, strengthen our firm relationships
with our traditional friends in the
Commonwealth, North America and in
Europe.
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TRADE POLICY
Addressing the impact of our current trade
deficit on Jamaica’s wealth potential is a
central challenge for future trade policy.

The next imperative will be to position
CARICOM as a member of an effective
association of Caribbean states. Jamaica is
well positioned to play a leading role in the
development of this association by virtue of
the strong ties of friendship and

In the next term we are committed to a
trade policy that emphasizes:

•

The creation of a business environment
which facilitates increased
competitiveness

•

Freedom and openness to explore new
technologies

FULL SPEED AHEAD...
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•

The building of Jamaica’s productive
capacity

citizens resident overseas can become
involved in a meaningful way in the process
of national development.

•

The fostering of strategic cross border
business alliances

LANDMARK ACHIEVEMENTS

The series of Diaspora Conferences have
• The proactive promotion of the
identified, adopted resolutions,
recommendation and decisions on issues
diversification of export products and
markets and reducing raw material costs such as trade and investment opportunities
in Jamaica, disaster preparedness and
management, immigration policies of host
• Jamaica’s leadership role in regional
countries, business linkages between the
and hemispheric policy development
private sector on both sides and education.

•

Interface with Jamaican and Caribbean
Diaspora to lobby and raise capital for
development while drawing on their vast
expertise

92

In our next term, Jamaica’s foreign policy
will be a pragmatic blend of a continuation
of current initiatives - consolidating longstanding friendships such as those with the
US, Canada, UK, Nigeria and Europe, while
deepening partnerships of more recent
vintage such as those with Brazil, China,
India and South Africa.

THE JAMAICAN DIASPORA
The PNP administration has taken the
initiative to formalize and institutionalize its
relationship with the Jamaican Diaspora
and develop the framework in which our

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together

In our next term, we will honour our
commitments to:

•

Convene biennial Jamaican Diaspora
Conferences
• We will host the 3rd Jamaican
Diaspora Conference June 16-17,
2008 in Kingston

•

Commemorate June 16 as Jamaican
Diaspora Day

•

Work with the Jamaican Diaspora
Advisory Board which serves as an
advisory body to the Minister with
responsibility for Diaspora matters.
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OUR COVENANT WITH
THE PEOPLE OF
JAMAICA
We in the People’s National Party offer
ourselves to lead the people on the next
stage of our journey to the status of a
developed country.
As a Party, we view this as a privilege as
service to our God, our country and people
is, to us, the highest calling. We are proud
that our Party has taken the bold steps that
have made it possible for us to participate
once again in free and fair elections.
Our people once again have the opportunity
to freely select those who are to be given
the awesome task of providing caring,
accountable and efficient leadership for our
beloved nation.
Today, we re-commit ourselves to
continue to fulfill the fundamental mission
and vision of our Party to build a
prosperous Jamaica that is culturally
vibrant and economically sound with
equal opportunity for all.
Our achievements while at the helm of
government are there for all to see. We
know that there is still much more to be
done.
Today, we present to you some of the
creative, new initiatives which we have
crafted as we continue on course to the
quality society.
We pledge to continue to work towards
national development through economic
growth, investment and job creation. In

partnership with our workers, and a vibrant
private sector, the state will be the enabler
and facilitator of large, small and medium
size businesses.
We recommit ourselves to creating greater
opportunities for self-fulfilment and the
positive transformation of every facet of life
for the Jamaican people, with special
programmes for the poor the
disadvantaged and other vulnerable groups.

We commit to the development of a highly
educated Jamaican citizenry, trained,
creative and productive, through the
transformation of our system of education,
which must be the foundation for
sustainable economic growth and
development in the current era and beyond.
We will continue to vigorously promote
respect for each other, respect for the
sanctity of life, for law and order, to foster
wholesome values and proper attitudes as
we create a gentler society that ensures
the human rights of all our citizens.
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We vow to take the necessary steps to
reform our Constitution to ensure that it is
truly grounded in the will of the Jamaican
people.
We will modernize our national security
system to provide individual safety, national
security and stability.
We commit to improving our justice
system to ensure that it is fair and efficient
and protects all our citizens whatever their
social or economic standing.
We will continue to preserve and protect
the environment as an indispensable
requirement of sustainable development.
FULL SPEED AHEAD...

PNP_MANIFESTO 2007 last half2

8/8/07

12:40 AM

Page 39

MANIFESTO 2007

We commit to providing efficient, ethical
and responsible governance that is serviceoriented, consultative, open and
accountable and conforms to the highest
standards of integrity.

94

for our people and so improve the quality of
their lives.

We will maintain our record-breaking pace
of provision of affordable housing solutions
for our people so that they can live with a
We will continue the reform of the local
sense of security in communities that
government system to further increase the provide a healthy social and physical
opportunities for people in their
environment.
communities to fully participate in the
making of decisions that affect their
We will continue to strengthen our ties with
everyday lives.
our family in the Diaspora and utilize their
considerable skills, talents and commitment
We will continue to develop a health care
to Jamaica as a valuable resource in
system that assures the physical and
fashioning the further development of our
mental well-being of all our citizens. We will
nation.
provide a health care delivery system that is
client centred, guarantees access to quality We will continue to take the necessary
health care for all at reasonable costs, and
steps to meet the challenges of
which takes into account the vulnerable in
globalisation of the world economy. We will
our society.
work to strengthen CARICOM and reach out
to other countries of the hemisphere and to
We vow to continue the aggressive
the developing countries with whom we
programme of the upgrading and
have common cause. While meeting the
maintaining of our physical infrastructure challenges by new associations, we will
roads, highways, water and energy supplies, continue to strengthen our firm
relationships with our traditional friends in
air and seaports, and telecommunications
systems. We recognise that this is the
the Commonwealth, North America and in
basis on which to attract even greater
Europe and maintain a strong presence in
investment flows and create even more jobs international fora.

One Family.

One Jamaica:
Shaping the Future Together

One Jamaica, One Family, Shaping the Future Together
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