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INTRODUCTION
In 2004, The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party promised to
demonstrate “Leadership that works – for you!”
In our 2010 Manifesto, you will find our facts, the evidence of our having delivered for the
people of St. Kitts-Nevis, as well as the course that we have charted for the future.
The number one priority of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party has always been to facilitate the
upward mobility of all citizens. In this regard, we have been a resounding success. Today,
the standard of living; the social, economic, and educational opportunities; the freedoms
enjoyed; and the overall access to government all reflect a dramatic improvement over that
which any previous government has ever been able to deliver.
Impartial authorities, such as the Caribbean Development Bank, the United Nations Human
Development Programme, the International Monetary Fund, and others all attest to the
impressive strides that are being made by St. Kitts & Nevis under our leadership – despite
the fact that we are one of the smallest nations on earth.
This year, we have created a fresh, revitalised document that provides the
readership with the evidence, the facts, and the figures to make an informed
voting choice. Our presentation is straightforward and our message is clear:
Labour is the party for the people and Labour is the party for progress. As you
review some of our key accomplishments, we know you will agree.
In this most important election, we are asking for another term in which to
continue our important work. And we have chosen the theme “Progress, not
Promises” because the facts are on our side.
Please take the time to reflect on Labour’s outstanding achievements and our vision
for the future. Then we ask that you vote to protect the interests of your family, your
community and your nation by voting for Labour.
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MESSAGE TO THE PEOPLE
OF ST KITTS AND NEVIS
My Fellow Kittitians and Nevisians,
It is time, once again, for us to perform a sacred duty. It is time for us, together, to
decide what the future of St. Kitts & Nevis will be. And we will do this by casting our
votes in this very important general election.
Never before has an election been more important. Countries large and small
are experiencing unprecedented levels of crises and instability and so our country,
one of the smallest in the world, must continue to navigate these global storms with
skill and clarity so that we will reach safely to harbour. The looming menaces that
threaten much of the world compel us all to approach these elections, in particular,
with sober consideration and wisdom. And so, with a sense of commitment and
humility, I have the honor of offering myself as the Prime Ministerial candidate on
the ticket of the St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party. I do so with humility because I know
that the role of a Prime Minister is to serve. I do so with the sense of commitment
that grows out of the knowledge and insights earned over the years I have had
the privilege to serve as Prime Minister of our country. And I do so as a man from
humble beginnings and with a sense of commitment to, and concern for, the length
and breadth of this country.

The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party presents to you a carefully chosen slate of
candidates. Many things unify them, but one common, defining characteristic
is their seriousness about advancing the social and economic interests of the
people of St. Kitts and Nevis. These candidates represent a dynamic mix of both
experienced parliamentary representatives and legislators, on the one hand and
the next generation of well-trained, youth-based party leaders on the other. This
combination gives them a special vitality and a diverse range of expertise.

St. Kitts-Nevis is now a part of a globalised and increasingly complicated world.
As we vote in these elections, let us ensure that our votes will have a positive impact
on our families, our communities, and our nation. We will be deciding who will
be given the responsibility to provide hospitals and health care centres for our
people; who will be given the task of expanding training, education, employment
and entrepreneurial opportunities for all; who can be counted on to expand homeownership in this country; secure markets for our farmers; or work with the region
and the broader world to undercut the appeal of gangs and the scourge of crime.

In closing, I wish to stress that it was your support that made it possible for the
St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party to produce such outstanding results in the past. As
leader of this party, I am deeply grateful. On behalf of my colleague candidates,
I urge you to again stand with Labour and the visionary programs outlined in this
manifesto, so that we will be able to continue producing outstanding results for the
people of St. Kitts & Nevis in the months and years ahead.

The St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party has built an impressive record of delivering solid,
durable, and quantifiable results, the highlights of which we have included in this
document. Presented here for your review are the details of our vision for the future
of our beloved country. This vision is based on a keen and insightful understanding
of what is needed in order to truly advance the interests of the nation.

Yours truly,
Denzil L. Douglas
Political Leader
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DOLLAR VALUE OF STUDENT LOANS
UNDER LABOUR GOVERNMENT

YOUTH AND LABOUR
The future of St. Kitts & Nevis is in the hands of our young people,
and Labour is committed to continue providing the necessary
support, guidance and infrastructure that will allow them to
develop, and St. Kitts & Nevis to flourish.
Our record over the last 15 years in the areas of education,
sports, and home ownership for young people far exceeds that of
any previous government. Labour intends to maintain and build
on this impressive record.
The development of young people has always been, and will
always be one of Labour’s leading priorities.

DOLLAR VALUE OF
STUDENT LOANS
UNDER PREVIOUS
GOVERNMENT

1980-1995

1995-2009

PREVIOUS
GOVERNMENT

LABOUR

$1 million
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Health Centres and Schools:

Investment in Higher Education:

• We have dramatically expanded the number of health centres throughout the federation,
so that the physical health of our youth and their families will be protected and preserved.

• In our 14 years in office, we have provided the federation’s young people with $75million
in student loans to study overseas. In the 15 years the other administration was in power,
they provided the nation’s young people with $1 million.

• While Labour under Bradshaw provided free education to all children, this Labour
Administration has significantly expanded the number of day care centres, primary
schools and high schools throughout the federation.

Special Programmes for Youth:

• We have exposed young people to the widest range of subjects from which to choose in order to build strong and secure futures.

• For children in trouble, the new state-of-the-art residential facility at Harris’ will be
opening shortly.
• For young people who are not in trouble, but need to acquire skills, Labour has
established the multi-million dollar YES Programme.

Information Technology:
• The information technology centre established by Labour, ensures that our youth will be
able to compete anywhere in the world. It provides certification in computer hardware
support, web development, CISCO networking, Internet competency, information security,
IT service management, Linux competency and project management.

• For responsible young people, Labour has made homeownership a reality.
• Labour has turned more young people into homeowners than any other government in
this country’s history.

• Negotiations are underway to provide Prometric and ICDL accreditation as well.
• Labour pledges to provide every child of high school age with a brand new laptop
computer to ensure they are in step with the digital revolution.

Sports Programmes and Facilities:
To develop and celebrate youth athletes:
• Labour established the Under-13 Cricket Festival, the Under-16 Netball Competition and
summer camps for young people to explore a wide range of athletic activities.
• Labour rebuilt Warner Park.
• Labour built Netball City, Conaree Stadium, St. Pauls Stadium, Cayon Stadium and the
Silver Jubilee Stadium.
• Labour will soon replace Carnival City with a multi-purpose sports and cultural centre.
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NUMBER OF DEVELOPMENT BANK
STUDENT LOANS UNDER LABOUR

EDUCATION
The education of our children is one of the greatest gifts we can
give, both to them and indeed the nation. Labour has provided
more day care, elementary and secondary school facilities
than any other government in our history and is now poised to
introduce cutting-edge educational concepts to the federation.
In addition, the rebuilding of inter-generational bonds, with their
long-term benefits to the wider society, will be facilitated through
special after-school programs beginning this year.

NUMBER OF DEVELOPMENT
BANK STUDENT LOANS UNDER
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT

1980-1995

1995-2009
LABOUR

21

1,821

PREVIOUS
GOVERNMENT
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Expanding the Definition of “Education”:

Expanding Development at All Ages:

Labour believes that in a fluid global environment, the definition of “education” has to
be frequently re-visited and revised.

Labour’s commitment to developing nationals of all ages will be evident in:
• Placement of Early childhood teachers within the public service to provide them with
career stability.

• Labour will always emphasise the acquisition of marketable job skills and the teaching of
solid academic concepts.

• The Clarence Fitzroy Bryant College training teachers to identify children with emotional
difficulties.

• Labour believes that there should now be greater emphasis in the classroom on morality,
perseverance and other character-building values.

• 250 additional early childhood spaces created by the end of the year.

Expanding Infrastructure and Career Opportunities:

• New day care centres opening in St. Pauls and on Victoria Road.

Labour is also ready to dramatically expand the career opportunities open to the
nation’s youth through, among other things:

• CFBC acquiring full university status.

Loans For University Study:

• The establishment of the Saddlers Secondary School. This school will develop not
only the academic aspects of intelligence but also the practical aspects of intelligence.
The rapidly expanding economy of St. Kitts-Nevis is demanding the services of skilled
technicians and because it is important to Labour that investors hire from within the
federation, we will ensure that the federation’s young people are given the requisite
instruction to build substantial careers in technical fields.

• During the 14 years between 1995 and 2009, Labour approved 1821 loans to allow the
nation’s young people to study at university. During the 15 years between 1980 and
1995, the previous administration approved 21 loans for the nation’s young people.
• Labour has provided more loans for young people to attend university in the past four
years alone than the previous administration did in 15 years, illustrating Labour’s vast
superiority in the area of education.

Expanding Youth Development Through Intergenerational
Relationships: 		
• Beginning this year, the Ministry of Education will introduce an after-school
character development programme. Responsible adults with information, talent, or skills
are invited to make this community-building initiative a success by volunteering through
the Ministry of Education.
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NEW HOMEOWNERS CREATED BY LABOUR

HOME OWNERSHIP
Labour has an unsurpassed record where the creation of new
homeowners is concerned. Nonetheless we are determined to
not only maintain but also to improve upon our outstanding
accomplishments.
Labour has made the creation of new homeowners a number
one priority because Labour knows that homeownership is the
most dramatic and dependable path to social and economic
empowerment.
NEW HOMEOWNERS
CREATED BY PREVIOUS
GOVERNMENT

1980-1995

1995-2009
LABOUR

250

3,891

PREVIOUS
GOVERNMENT
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Labour has created more
new homeowners than
any government in the
history of St. Kitts-Nevis.

Labour knows that when someone acquires a home for the first
time, they:
• Control an asset whose value increases from year to year; are freed from the un-ending
obligation to pay rent, can look forward to the day when neither rent nor mortgage
payments will be necessary and will have these newly freed funds for investments or
other purposes.

Mechanisms for Expanded Home Ownership:
Labour keeps pushing forward.
• Through the Special Land Initiative, the National Housing Corporation and the
Development Bank, Labour is continuing to provide additional lands, additional homes,
additional assets, additional security – and real economic power – to the people of the
federation.

Why Labour Stresses Home Ownership:
Labour understands the far-reaching benefits of home ownership and the dramatic
difference that owning a home can make in a person’s life.

Evidence of Labour’s Extraordinary Success:

• When Labour creates a new homeowner, it opens, for that person, doors to bank loans,
wealth accumulation, business opportunities, social progress, social status, economic
security and inter-generational economic security.

MANIFESTO 2010
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ENDING POVERTY, IMPROVING LIVES
With the Labour Government in place, corporate profits in St.
Kitts-Nevis are at an all-time high.

Caribbean Development Bank 2009:

Labour has more than doubled the minimum wage since it
was elected in 1995. Under Labour, poverty has dropped
dramatically. The YES Programme is providing real empowerment
to the nation’s youth by providing them with real-world,
marketable skills. And, under Labour the formerly land-less have
become, and are continuing to become landowners.

In St. Kitts,
poverty is
down 20%.
Many now out
of poverty.
Life is better
with Labour!
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Corporate Profits, Minimum Wage and Employee Protections:

Establishment of Commercial and Industrial Parks:

The federation’s corporations are reporting their highest profits ever.
• The minimum social security pension payment has been increased 100% under Labour.

• Labour wants young entrepreneurs to have space to compete and grow, and we want
to spread business activity throughout the federation. We have therefore established
commercial and industrial parks in Lime Kiln, Sandy Point, St. Pauls, Phillips’, Cayon,
Canada Estate and St. Peters.

• Before Labour, government auxiliary workers never received a pension, paid vacation, or
paid sick leave. They do now.

Promotion and Guaranteeing of Political Freedoms:

• At $320 per week, the minimum wage in St. Kitts & Nevis is the highest in the OECS.

• Labour is currently negotiating for private sector employees to receive a gratuity if they
retire after ten years of employment.

• In order to encourage and guarantee freedom of speech for all, this Labour Government
approved more newspaper and radio licenses than any government in the history of the
federation.

Poverty Reduction:
• The Caribbean Development Bank reports that persons living in extreme poverty in St.
Kitts have been reduced to almost zero, having plummeted from 11% to 1.4% since 2000.

University Loans:
• We have provided young people with $75 million in student loans over 14 years.
The other party provided the nation’s youth with $1 million in 15 years.
• Civil servants wishing to advance by studying at UWI (after five years employment) are
assisted by a $1 million budget allocation under Labour.

Skills Training – the YES Programme:
• In 1995, Labour introduced the YES Programme. We have done so again with more
than 1,000 young people now being trained in areas from metal work to nail art;
plumbing to pastry-making; farming to air conditioning; administration to small engine
repairs and many more fields.
• Trainees are taught life management skills and paid a weekly stipend.
• Some former trainees have already opened their own businesses.

Creation of New Homeowners:
• Labour created 3,891 new homeowners in 14 years. The other party created 250 in
15 years.
• Labour’s Special Land Initiative is providing land to 5,000 formerly landless persons.
• Labour is selling land to minimum wage earners at $2.95 per square foot.
• Labour is offering tax relief to commercial banks that ease credit terms to first-time
minimum wage purchasers, but a $10 million standby facility is being established at the
Development Bank in case this offer is not accepted.
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HEALTH CARE

Emphasis and Capabilities of Health Care System:

Health care services have been revolutionised under Labour.

• Disease prevention and addressing chronic non-communicable diseases like hypertension and
diabetes are priorities for Labour. So is the provision of cutting-edge services.

Every single health centre, with the exception of Tabernacle and
Old Road, was built by Labour. Both the J N France Hospital and
the Pogson Medical Centre were expanded and upgraded by
the Labour Government. CT scans, dialysis, and ophthalmology
treatments are among the technological advances brought by
Labour. The provision of National Health Insurance will be next.

St. Pauls

• J N France is expanding its dialysis services even further, and is moving toward the second
modality of dialysis to offer hemo-dialysis to the public.
• With the help of NGO’s Labour has established ophthalmology and CT Scan units at JN
France Hospital.
• With the help of the Republic of China on Taiwan, Labour established an emergency medical
services unit, changing the long-standing tradition in St. Kitts-Nevis of ambulances simply
transporting the sick. Because of Labour there is now a team of 32 medical emergency
technicians, specially trained to begin saving lives while patients are traveling in the
ambulance on the way to the hospital, instead of waiting for all procedures to begin in the
emergency room.

Dieppe Bay
Saddlers

Molyneux
Sandy Point

Cayon

St. Peters
J N France

Newtown

NEW HEALTH CENTRES AND HOSPITALS BUILT UNDER LABOUR 1995-2009
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GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES FOR PUBLIC PHARMACIES

300

1.9

EC$

EC$

THOUSAND

MILLION

Labour’s Health Care Strategic Thrust:
• Labour’s health policy is guided by a National Strategic Plan that encourages the public to
be involved in the preservation of their own health through leading healthier lifestyles.
This will remain a top priority for Labour.
• Labour remains deeply committed to creating a National Health Insurance Plan to expand
the health care options available to the people of St. Kitts & Nevis - at affordable rates
and outside of the federation if necessary.

Training and Technology:
• Doctors, nurses, medical technologists, and radiographers have undergone training and
are currently training in Cuba and at the University of the West Indies so as to provide the
best quality care to citizens and residents of the federation.
• The Labour Government has invested heavily in the technological dimensions of both the
laboratory and the operating theatre at JN France Hospital.
• The accident and emergency services now utilise very modern technology.
• The federation’s diagnostic capabilities have been dramatically improved, with large sums
invested in upgrading the x-ray and pathology labs.

Provision of New Health Care Facilities:
• Since forming the government in 1995, Labour has built health centres in St. Peters,
Cayon, Molyneux, Saddlers, Dieppe Bay, St. Pauls and New Town.
• Labour has completely rebuilt and expanded the J N France Hospital and rebuilt the
Pogson Hospital.
• By 2011, the expanded Molyneux Health Centre will do for the surrounding areas what
the Pogson Medical Facility has done in its region.
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Labour Candidates

1

2

3

4

MARTIN

LIBURD

CONDOR

PHILLIP

Dr Earl Asim Martin

Marcella Liburd

5

6

WILSON

DOUGLAS

Dr Norgen Wilson
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HARRIS

Dr Timothy Harris

Dr Denzil L. Douglas
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8
LIBURD

Cedric Liburd
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GANG VIOLENCE AND CRIME
Money laundering, illicit drugs, the glamorisation of thug culture,
and illegal weapons, are just some of the threats that security forces
around the world – including St. Kitts-Nevis - confront daily.
Training, infrastructure expansion and community policing are
key to Labour’s crime-fighting strategy, as is strengthened multinational co-operation - both regionally and nationally. Specialised
units have been created and/or strengthened and community-based
crime prevention initiatives are key to our efforts.
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International Challenge, International Solutions:
Travel and modern telecommunications have made the world increasingly interdependent
and as a result crime has developed regional and global dimensions. Labour’s
countermeasures where gang violence and white collar crime are concerned include:

Strengthened Infrastructure and Operations:
Labour has:

• Consolidating strategic alliances with the Regional Security System, the Federal Bureau of
Investigations, INTERPOL and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

• Heightened joint operations by the K-9 units of the police and defence forces, customs and
port security.

• Strengthening the human resources component of our security system through recruitment
and training; modernising infrastructure; improving the penal system; and legislative reform.

• Renovated the Basseterre Police Station.
• Upgraded the Frigate Bay Police Station.

• Strengthening multi-agency collaboration, at both national as well as regional levels.

• Started constructing the Dieppe Bay Police Station.
• Established 2010 as the starting date for the construction of the Sandy Point Police Station
and Tabernacle Police Station.
• Taken stops and searches to unprecedented levels.
• Heightened visibility of officers through such initiatives as the bicycle patrol unit.
• Heightened community policing via expanded community outreach efforts, including town
hall meetings.
• Strengthened the Anti-Gun Strike Force and the Anti-Gang Unit.
• Restructured Intelligence to include a White Collar Crime Unit to expedite prosecution of
money launderers and transnational criminals.
• Strengthened the National Crime Commission.

Crime Prevention:
Labour also emphasises the preventive component to the country’s crime-fighting
operations and ongoing initiatives include:
• The Police Boys Club.
• The Fire & Rescue Services Children’s Club.
• The Youth Drum Corp.
• The D.A.R.E. Programme.
• Community partnerships [example, the National Consultation on Crime].
• Guidance counsellors’ identifying and assisting at-risk youth.
• The YES Programme on the surface is a second-chance job-training effort. In reality,
it is powerful crime-fighting initiative that transforms under-skilled youth into
productive citizens.
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AGRICULTURE AND
FOOD SECURITY
There has been major growth in agricultural production in
St. Kitts-Nevis under Labour.

AGRICULTURAL ADVANCES UNDER LABOUR

Labour’s policies have resulted in the creation of hundreds of new
farmers, and vast acreages have been allocated to agriculture
under this government. Bumper crops allowed farmers to
export to neighbouring islands beginning in 2008 and Labour is
committed to making high scale commercial farming a reality.
Under Labour, Agricultural Policy & Planning will continue to
assume dominant ministerial and departmental roles, with
advanced training for extension officers being key.

2.4
MILLION

1.2

LBS

MILLION

LBS

The agricultural sector has expanded dramatically under Labour.

2005

Between 2005 and 2009 alone, agricultural production increased from 1.2 million
pounds to 2.4 million pounds and there are now some 250 new farmers in the
federation. Labour is committed to continuing this trajectory, and will do so by, among
other things, making high scale commercial farming a priority. As tourism expands,
so will the federation’s farm sector -since much of the produce and meats used by the
federation’s hotels and restaurants can be produced by local farmers.
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Recent Labour Initiatives to Expand Agricultural Sector:
• Allocation of an additional 1,500 acres to the Department of Agriculture in 2009,
bringing total farm acreage to 5,000 acres.
• Construction of fisheries complexes in East Basseterre and Old Road.
• Planned collaboration with Nevis regarding expanded fishing operations.
• Acquisition of a 40’ fishing vessel, “Opportunity”, to allow fishermen to spend days
– rather than hours at sea. This will enable local fishermen to, among other things,
supply the market with fish normally imported from Trinidad and Guyana.

Measures to Advance Future Commercial Farming:
• Advanced training for extension officers.
• Scientific forecasting of market needs.
• The co-ordination of associated supply.
• Expanded water catchments and storage for broader irrigation and the drilling of wells.
• Feeder road expansion to expedite farmers’ access to their farms.
• Wide dissemination of eligibility criteria regarding the allocation and use of farm lands.
• Encouragement of livestock production.
• Greater public participation through incentives and assistance.
• Collaboration with organisations such as at the Food and Agriculture Organisation
[FAO], United States Agency for International Development [USAID], and others, to
ensure farmers’ access to training modules covering both farming techniques and
business fundamentals.
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ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT

MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE IN ST.
KITTS & NEVIS UNDER LABOUR

In its June 2009 assessment of St. Kitts & Nevis, the International
Monetary Fund [IMF] announced that the country was poised
“for strong economic growth” and specified many areas in
which Labour’s management of the economy has been both
sound and responsible. This report also highlighted St. Kitts &
Nevis producing positive economic results both at a time when
neighbouring states are experiencing difficulties and a global
economic crisis is underway.

MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE IN
ST. KITTS & NEVIS UNDER THE
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT

At a time of increasing pressures within the global trading
system, Labour had the foresight to close the sugar industry, and
the skill to do so without creating social or economic upheavals.
Labour recognised the importance of quickly creating a
diversified economy in order to maintain economic stability and
growth, and moved with confidence and competence to do
so. In this regard, Labour has been hugely successful, as can
be seen in the strong profits being made by local corporations,
the ongoing ability of St. Kitts-Nevis to attract capital and the
dramatic reduction in poverty rates.

160

320
EC$

A WEEK

EC$

A WEEK

1995

2008

Private Sector Profitability, Exports to US:
The economy has performed and is strong under Labour.
• Local corporations are reporting record profits.
• St. Kitts & Nevis’ exports to the United States in 2008 exceeded the combined exports of
Barbados, Grenada, St. Lucia, Dominica, and other OECS countries. We expect that an
analysis for 2009 will reveal further increases.

Price Controls, Poverty Reduction:
• When rising food prices threatened to spiral out of control in 2008, Labour instituted
ongoing price controls limiting what retailers could charge for essentials items.
• The Caribbean Development Bank reports that the percentage of the population living
in extreme poverty is now almost zero under Labour. At 11% in 2000, Labour reduced
this figure to 1.4% by 2008. Labour is very close to reducing this figure to zero – and will.
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International Monetary Fund [IMF] 2009 Assessment of St. KittsNevis Economy In June 2009, the IMF:
• Predicted that St. Kitts & Nevis is poised for strong growth.

Financial Services:

• Described the Labour Government’s record of debt service record as “exemplary”.

• Simultaneous with the closure of the sugar industry, the Labour government formulated
policies and systems to capitalise on alternate sources of economic activity and growth.
One such area was financial services.

• Affirmed that Labour had reduced the country’s Debt to GDP ratio by 20%.
• Reported that this government had slashed its overdraft by 50%.

• Labour has been aggressive on the global financial stage, where appropriate, in order to
maximise the financial returns possible within this sector.

• Explained that any slight downturn [1.2%,] would be fully attributable to the global crisis,
the ramifications of Hurricane Omar, and rising food and fuel prices in 2008 – not the
policies of the Labour Government.

• Labour has simultaneously demonstrated the insights and adaptability required to avoid
the onerous penalties and sanctions that have been imposed on other jurisdictions.

The Fund sees the government’s policies as sound, and urges their
continuation if St. Kitts & Nevis is to realise the “strong growth” it predicted.

• In this era of heightened global discussions regarding this sector, Labour will be pursuing
a strategy in which Tax Information Exchange Agreements [TIEA’s] and Double Taxation
Treaties both play a significant role.

FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT: ST. KITTS AND REGIONAL NATIONS

FDI to GDP Ratio, 1980-2002
30.0

1980s

1990s

2000-2

25.0
20.0
15.0
10.0
5.0

Carib. (Simple avg.)

Trinidad and Tobago

Suriname

Saint Vincent &
the Grenadines

St Lucia

St Kitts & Nevis

Jamaica

Haiti

Guyana

Grenada

Dominican Republic

Belize

Dominica

-10.0

Barbados

-5.0

Antigua and Barbuda

0.0

Source: International Financial Statistics, IMF.
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ENERGY SECURITY
Labour has invested heavily in energy procurement, energy
generation, and energy security and we are committed to
ensuring that renewable energy plays an ever-increasing
role in the future of the federation. As a part of our ongoing
commitment to provide energy more efficiently, we are involved
in efforts to make the Electricity Department a state-owned
corporation.

Labour pledges to press
ahead with plans and actions to
attain sustainable energy selfsufficiency, to further enhance
the reliability and durability of
our existing energy infrastructure.

Renewable Energy Initiatives:
It is Labour’s goal to steadily reduce the federation’s reliance on fossil fuels, and
to steadily increase the percentage of our energy needs that are met by renewable
sources. To this end, we have:
• Approved in principle the development of an 8 mega-watt wind farm by a local/United
States joint venture company. Located at Belle Vue Mountain, the wind farm will not only
enable the public to purchase inexpensive wind-generated electricity, but locals will be
trained to maintain and manage the farm, with lands on which the farm sits remaining
available for agricultural purposes
• Initiated the OAS and the UN’s assessment of Nevis’ geothermal capabilities, so that
St. Kitts & Nevis is now in a position to obtain inexpensive energy from within the
federation.
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It is Labour’s
goal to
obtain at least
75% of our
electricity from
renewable
sources
by 2015.

Cost-Effective Energy Procurement:
• While increasing our supply of renewable energy, Labour simultaneously seeks the least
expensive means of acquiring fossil fuels.
• Labour ensured that St. Kitts-Nevis was a signatory to the historic PetroCaribe Agreement,
which has granted the federation access to fuel at concessional rates of interest and with a
highly generous repayment schedule.

Hurricane Impact Mitigation and Infrastructure Upgrades:
Hurricanes, corrosion, and vehicular accidents have for too long wreaked havoc with
Caribbean electricity supplies. To minimize the impact of hurricanes on electricity supplies:
• Labour has begun the underground placement of sections of electrical feeders.
• Labour has upgraded the conductors on the Cayon and Sandy Point feeders, as well as the
Port Zante and South East Peninsula areas.

Heightened Efficiency and Cost Control:
• In our quest for greater efficiency, reduced costs, and optimal service, Labour has been
working with the Caribbean Development Bank to transform the electricity department into
a state-owned corporation.
• The model implemented will be the same model used for Social Security several years ago.

Fuel Surcharge and Government Subsidies:
• Labour will completely phase out the fuel surcharge by increasing efficiencies and adopting
renewable energy.
• Labour continues to provide relief to the public as far as electricity costs are concerned.
• In 2008 Labour subsidised electricity rates by $35 million and in 2009 they subsidised a
further $14 million.
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TOURISM

DIRECT FLIGHTS TO & FROM ST KITTS & NEVIS

Under Labour, St. Kitts-Nevis has consistently demonstrated
its strength as a leading tourism destination. In the areas of
airlift, major construction projects, and other key indicators of
the sector’s performance, the federation continues to perform
strongly. This is despite the global economic downturn and
difficulties being experienced elsewhere in the region.

Non-stop Air Links Under the previous government
Antigua and Puerto Rico.

Labour has invested heavily in tourism infrastructure in order
to boost the federation’s competitiveness in this arena. The
results are evident in the hundreds of thousands of travelers who
visit the federation each year and the economic stimulus their
spending provides.

Non-stop Air Links Under Labour
Antigua, Puerto Rico, St. Maarten, London, New York,
Charlotte, Atlanta and Miami.

Infrastructure Investment:
Labour has put in place an impressive tourism infrastructure including:
• The re-designed and complete revetment of Port Zante.
• Expansion of the R. L.B. International Airport.
• Provision of an extensive network of roads that firstly, serve our fellow-nationals, but also
help to make St. Kitts-Nevis a more appealing destination.
In addition, St. Kitts-Nevis is now considered a competitive sports tourism destination as
a result of Labour having constructed:
• The Silver Jubilee Stadium, the Cayon Stadium, the Conaree Stadium, the St. Pauls Stadium
and the Warner Park Stadium.
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Associated Economic Activity:
The simulative effect of the tourism sector can be seen throughout the economy.
Amongst those whose earnings are increased as a direct result of this industry are:
• Taxi drivers
• Bar workers
• Arts and crafts vendors
• Caterers
• Tour operators
• Various other entrepreneurs, such as the suppliers, book-keepers, owners, and service
providers who are economically connected for example to The Strip in Frigate Bay.

Industry Scope and Trends:
• Under Labour, the tourism industry has expanded exponentially. Visitor arrivals will exceed
500,000 for the first time in 2009-2010.
• Year-round cruise arrivals are a reality, resulting in the creation of about 130 new taxi
operators for 2009 alone.

Air Lift:
• In addition to regional destinations, non-stop flights are now available between St. Kitts
and New York, Atlanta, Charlotte, Miami and London, with additional flights being added
this year.

Tourism Projects and the Global Crisis:
Despite the global economic downturn, work continues on major tourism projects such as:
• Christophe Harbour, Ocean’s Edge, Silver Reef, Marriott Condominiums and others.

Enhancing Our Tourism Product:
Labour is committed to continuing this positive trajectory while also:
• Preserving our natural environment.
• Expanding community tourism.
• Facilitating the participation of an even wider range of local entrepreneurs in the
economic opportunities generated by the industry.
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Protecting the Federation’s Interests in a Globalised WorldForeign Policy Emphasis:
• Labour has sought bilateral relations based on a shared commitment to social justice,
economic advancement, political freedoms, and non-aggression toward other states.

PROTECTING
OUR NATION

Positive Consequences of Labour’s Foreign Policy:
• Labour made St. Kitts-Nevis a signatory to the PetroCaribe Agreement, thereby securing
development and energy-related options that did not before exist.
• Labour’s collaboration with the United States in the fight against HIV-AIDS has yielded
benefits to both the federation and the region.
• Labour’s bilateral relations with Cuba have resulted in Cuba’s health and educational
facilities being made accessible to the people of St. Kitts & Nevis.
• Labour’s bilateral relationship with The Republic of China on Taiwan has resulted in
ongoing collaboration on a range of development projects.
• We have responded with insight to changing global circumstances resulting in the
interests of the federation being protected even at times of global crisis.

Protecting the Interests of the Diaspora:
• Labour believes that each person born in St. Kitts & Nevis has the right to choose who will
represent them in parliament - whether they live in St. Kitts-Nevis or not. The other
political party believes that when Kittitians or Nevisians move overseas, they should,
effectively, lose the right to vote.
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Returning Nationals Secretariat and “Message to the
Diaspora”:

National Environmental Park:
• In collaboration with the Global Environmental Facility,
Labour is working to develop an Environmental Park.

• One of the first initiatives undertaken by
Labour in 1995 was to establish the Returning
Nationals Secretariat to simplify the resettlement
of returning nationals.

• Through this park, Labour will protect the Aquifer while
heightening public appreciation of the natural
environment.

• Labour keeps nationals throughout the
Diaspora abreast of key developments within
the federation via the Party Leader
communicating with them through his bi-weekly Internet video address,
“Message to the Diaspora”.

Protecting Ourselves From Natural Disasters
Community Education and Partnership:
Labour has implemented a broad-based disaster mitigation campaign, including:

Protecting Our Environment
National Sea Defense Project:

• A nation-wide, ongoing campaign to increase awareness of the importance of shutters,
roof repairs, and other measures.

• Labour, in collaboration with the Caribbean
Development Bank, has successfully
implemented the Sea Defence Project that now
protects the coastlines of New Guinea, Old
Road, and New Town Bay Road.

• The timely dissemination of information regarding measures to be taken before and after
hurricanes.
• Labour has also divided the country into mitigation zones for efficient
response management in collaboration with the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response
Agency.

• Storm surge patterns indicate that Sandy Bay
(between Parsons and Saddlers) and Pump Bay
should be protected next. Under Labour, they will be.

Infrastructure and Building Code Modifications:
• Labour continues to bury utility lines to avoid the
hurricane-related impacts of downed lines.

Soil Preservation:

• Labour has developed and stringently enforces
stronger building codes to protect the lives and
property of the people of St. Kitts & Nevis.

• Aware of the possible impact of eco-tourism on any country’s bio-diversity,
Labour is actively involved in protecting our Central Forest Reserve.
• Labour is an active participant in the OECS’ pro-environment Protected Areas &
Associated Livelihood [OPAAL] Project and advocates the adoption of similar
efforts.
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CONCLUSION
Politics is sometimes reduced, unfortunately, to promises. More precisely,
politics is sometimes reduced to a competition to determine who can
come up with the most exciting and impressive promises. This Manifesto
has illustrated some of our plans for the future as well as some of the
achievements during Labour’s 14 years in Government. It has shown that
when the Labour party makes a promise to the people, it stands by that
promise.
When there are two untried political parties, the voter has little choice but
to decide based upon the appeal of what he or she hears. When each of
the parties has had an extensive period in which they have been allowed
to demonstrate their vision, their effectiveness, their dependability and their
capability, however, then promises alone must not be the deciding factor in
the mind of the voter. An examination into both parties’ respective records
must be undertaken as well.
Two different parties have formed the Government of St Kitts and Nevis
since we attained independence in 1983. One party was in power for 15
years - from 1980 to 1995 - and the Labour party has been in your service
for 14 years, from 1995 until the present.
This document is both a testament to our past and a blueprint for
our future. We have provided you with the facts, figures and relevant
information so that you can decide on the federation’s future.
Knowledge is power - your power.
Examine the facts.
Remember to differentiate between real progress and mere promises.
We are certain that on Election Day you will decide that Labour deserves
your vote.
Thank you!

The Labour Leadership
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