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MESSAGE FROM THE LEADER
My fellow Turks and Caicos Islanders,

A

s Leader of the The Progressive National Party my ﬁrst
responsibility is to express our gratitude to Almighty God
for his blessings upon our nation. I wish to also express
the Party’s gratitude for your overwhelming support during the
difﬁcult years our country experienced following the period of
direct rule of the Interim Administration. The people of the these
beautiful by nature islands demonstrated unshakeable
conﬁdence in the Progressive National Party and entrusted this
party with the governance of this country.
In our 2012 manifesto, we outlined a vision that extended
beyond 2016 and we can proudly state that the Progressive
National Party is well on the way to taking our beloved country
to the next level. The success story of the Turks and Caicos
Islands resonates in the hearts of each and every one of our
citizens and is echoed across the region.
In 2012, the task to recover both the damaged economy and
reputation of the Turks and Caicos Islands seemed near
impossible. This government however, chose to focus on
improving the lives of our people and implemented our Plan for
Prosperity, an agenda that we knew would eliminate the debt,
repair our international reputation and restore our economy.
Opposed by the British nearly every step of the way, we
stood strong for our countrymen, ﬁghting for the policies,
legislation and ﬁnancial resources to improve the quality of life
for everyone. But while we continued our ﬁght with the British,
we were careful to pay greater focus to our people and the
implementation of our Plan for Prosperity. At all times you were
our greatest priority!
By 2015, the progress was undeniable, with ﬁscal prudence
and responsible governance, not only were we well on schedule
for retiring the $260 million dollar facility, but we had reduced
unemployment both in the public sector by restoring civil service
jobs and in the private sector in the hospitality industry by
increasing airline passenger arrivals from new metropolitan cities.
The success story of the hospitality industry extends to the new
South Caicos Airport project as revenue generated from
international passenger arrivals are the sole source of funding for
this new and exciting South Caicos Airport project.
Our commitment to preparing our people to be the
beneﬁciaries of a prosperous Turks and Caicos Islands is
evidenced in our effort to improve standards of living as we
successfully delivered major infrastructural projects such as a
new high school, new roadways, new clinics, new reverse
osmosis plants and created recreational parks and centers. Our
promise to improve health care was delivered when we expanded
access to care and enhanced and extended NHIP coverage to
our citizens.

6
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My fellow Turks and Caicos Islanders the foundation has
been laid, the seeds of success have been planted. Now, with
both the constraints of governing hindered at every turn by the
UK appointed CFO and the burden of the debt now gone, this
Progressive National Party government can now focus full
attention and efforts on taking our nation and our people TO THE
NEXT LEVEL. My fellow Turks and Caicos Islanders, as you now
prepare to reap your fair share of our island’s opportunities,
wealth and prosperity I caution you that THIS IS NOT THE TIME
to to change the guard who has brought you from austerity to
prosperity!
At the next level you, our fellow Turks and Caicos Islanders
can now to reap the harvest and partake of the fruit of the
Progressive National Party’s labour. Turks and Caicos Islanders
will be the beneﬁciaries of a $50 Million dollar education and
training initiative that will span the archipelago creating the cutting
edge workforce that will shape the future of these islands. We will
build a solid foundation for a 21st century workforce of character,
leadership and global standard skills through ongoing investment
in the education of our youth and this will undoubtedly focus the
lives of some of our lost youngsters.
At the next level, our $1 Billion dollars in public and private
sector development projects over the next 4 years, will create
some 3000 jobs and opportunities for our emerging workforce of
skilled locals and new local small business entrepreneurs. At the
next level Turks and Caicos Islanders will be guaranteed a place
in the job market at all levels.
At the next level all Turks and Caicos Islanders will be
beneﬁciaries under our Big 5 To Thrive Agenda. This is
progressive change that that beneﬁts everyone. We encourage
you to join us in our vision of progress and of a Turks and Caicos
where no Turks and Caicos Islander is left behind; where all our
people can beneﬁt from all of the opportunities our island has to
offer and where the government works for all of the people, all of
the time.
I invite you to carefully read the plans that our slate of 15
dynamic Progressive National Party candidates have prepared
for you and with your support we will continue the progress. So
on December 15th, go out and vote Progressive National Party
STRAIGHT DOWN THE LINE!
I thank you for the opportunity you have given us to serve
On behalf of the Progressive National Party, I wish you all the best
and pray for God to continue to hold his guiding and protecting
hand over our island.
For Turks and Caicos Islands. For Our Future.

- Hon. Dr. Rufus Washington Ewing
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- Hon. Akierra Mary Deanne Missick
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY LEADER
FIRST, THANKS AND PRAISES TO ALMIGHTY GOD
FOR HIS INFINITE GRACE AND MERCIES.
With a humble and grateful heart I would like to thank
the people of the Turks and Caicos Islands for entrusting the
Progressive National Party with the responsibility of helping
to lead the re-building of our nation. This opportunity has
been a humbling one and I am forever grateful to you, the
voters and the people, for your prayers, partnership and
support.
We met our share of challenges while in government,
but we rose to meet each challenge with resolve and an
unﬂinching commitment to the interests of the people. The
PNP team is made up of men and women who do not ﬂinch
in the face of adversity. We had to make tough decisions, we
made them. We had to deliver, and deliver we did.
Thanks to the vigilance and hard work of this PNP team,
the world is at our ﬁngertips and we have been blessed with
the prospects of a bountiful harvest. Fiscal prudence and
sage economic management dictate that in harvest we must
continue to plan for future growth. Indeed, the fruits of today
must provide seeds for a bigger harvest and more fruit in the
future.
At the core of our governance philosophy is a keen
understanding of one basic concept: government must work
for all people.
Our greatest achievements as servants of the people
of the Turks and Caicos Islands will always be the small
things: the smile of gratitude that warms the heart; the short
testimony of success from a person who previously believed
success was beyond their reach; the man who moved from
managing real estate to employing a team of managers to
preside over real estate that he now owns; more personally, I
recall that brave young girl (who was once told me she could
not ﬁnish high school) sending me a voice note telling me
she received an ‘A’ on her College Assessment. These are
the stories that validate a government. Language speaks to
the ears, but good governance speaks to the heart.
Looking forward, we have now embarked on a program
to position each and every Turks and Caicos Islander to lead
a better life and move upwards and onwards to the next level.
Our new vision includes big, bold ideas:
•

An equal Partnership with the UK

•

Wealth for Creation for a Stronger Nation

•

Dramatically Cut the Duty to 10% to Reduce Cost
of Living

•

Free Daycare for families in need

•

Strong Communities, Safer Homes Ensuring Our
National Security

Contained within this manifesto is an ambitious agenda
intended to take Turks and Caicos Islands to the next level
and cement our reputation as one of the most advanced
and prosperous jurisdictions in the region and the best small
country in the world. This agenda is progressive, realistic and,
perhaps most importantly, attainable.
Thank you for accepting this important document – it is
our promise to you. We offer an inclusive vision of a Turks
and Caicos that can and will be more successful and more
prosperous than ever before.
Our record of accomplishments are clear for all to see.
We have built more classrooms than any other government
in this country’s history. We have restored the dreams of
advancement for many families and have elevated future
generations with the granting of more scholarships than any
other political party in our nation’s history.
Our party embodies Progress: we are progressive
thinkers, with progressive ideas intended to serve and
develop progressive people. Your participation in the progress
of the Turks and Caicos Islands requires that you continue to
be on the side of progress.
The PNP remains the only reliable choice for a better
Turks and Caicos and I hereby ask you to support us in the
upcoming elections.
May the grace of God continue to cover and protect our
nation and may He richly bless us all.
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TURKS & CAICOS
HAS UNDOUBTEDLY
BECOME ONE OF THE
LEADING ECONOMIES
IN THE CARIBBEAN
REGION.
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T

he forward-leaning philosophy of the Progressive
National Party is reﬂected in our commitment to
creating and implementing innovative policies, our
record of taking concrete actions to invest in our people
and our ﬁrm belief that all Turks and Caicos Islanders
must always be included to ensure that everyone has the
opportunity to beneﬁt from all the success and prosperity
our beloved islands have to offer.
Turks and Caicos is undoubtedly one of the leading
economies of the Caribbean region. Our nation’s recently
restored record of ﬁscal prudence and the reestablishment
of our global reputation as a reputable, transparent,
corruption-free jurisdiction with a high quality of life are all
signs of a country that is progressing towards a brighter
future.

TRANSFORMATIONAL
LEADERSHIP
The Progressive National Party inherited leadership of a
country whose ﬁnances were in shambles: unemployment
was on the rise; fear and uncertainty had already begun to
replace hope and optimism in the hearts of our people.
To turn our economy around, the Progressive National
Party believed that our ﬁnancial approach should be led
by Turks and Caicos Islanders in the interest of Turks
and Caicos Islanders; demanding greater autonomy and
the implementation of the Progressive National Party’s
approach of ﬁscal prudence and sound management, our
government led a program which allowed us to:
•

Eliminate the massive debt we inherited;

•

Fight against the UK’s forced implementation of
VAT;

•

Stand against austerity and the UK’s CFO; restored
jobs and opportunities for the civil servants that the
UK Interim Government had made redundant;

•

Stood up for investing in our people by significantly
increasing our scholarship fund to include free
college education locally and special scholarships
for civil servants to complete personal and
professional development.

WE DELIVERED!
The Progressive National Party made a commitment
to Turks and Caicos Islanders that we would embrace
a higher level of sophistication and maturity in how we
conduct our affairs both domestically and on the world
stage. Transparency, accountability, respectfulness and
ﬁscal prudence have been the guiding principles running
through all aspects of how we have conducted the people’s
business.
Under the leadership of Premier Hon. Dr. Rufus
Ewing and the Progressive National Party:
•

The Turks and Caicos Islands has one of the
lowest debt to GDP
ratings in the world

•

The Turks and Caicos Islands successfully
eliminated our massive debt in less than 4 years

•

The Turks and Caicos Islands gained a BBB+
Standard & Poor’s rating, enhancing our reputation
with the global financial community and this has
created new opportunities for the Progressive
National Party Government to invest in our people

•

The Turks and Caicos Islands has experienced
a revitalization of tourism with three of the best
tourist seasons since the start of the global
recession

•

The country has seen unemployment reduced by
almost 50% in 4 years!

»
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RESPONSIBLE WEALTH CREATION &
SUSTAINED PROSPERITY
This current Progressive National Party Government through its sound ﬁscal
management and socio-economic policies during this term in ofﬁce has been
able to not only resurrect the economy of these islands, we also placed our
nation on a growth trajectory that is rivaled by none in this region.
Through our policies and legislation we have begun to lay a solid
foundation for the creation of wealth for Turks and Caicos Islanders. We ﬁrmly
believe that we as a nation can truly be economically independent only when
most of the wealth in these islands are owned by Turks and Caicos Islanders
themselves.
The following accomplishments are but a few of many policy-driven
initiatives which laid a foundation for economic diversiﬁcation, growth and
wealth creation for Turks and Caicos Islanders. Our Progressive National
Party Government:
1.

Improved the government’s fiscal position from
one of a deficit budget to that of a surplus budget.

2.

Removed the UK Loan Guarantee by paying and retiring the $170M
bond

3.

Achieved and maintained a GDP of $22,000 per cap with a growth rate
of 4.5% and a core debt to GDP ratio of 4% and a total debt to GDP
ratio 17% which are amongst the lowest in this region of the Americas.

4.

Achieved and maintained a BBB+ stable sovereign credit rating

5.

Reduced unemployment by almost 50% in 4 years

6.

Created over 400 public sector jobs

7.

Removed nuisance taxes such as DFST and slashed business license
fee by 50%

8.

Designated restaurant tax exemption for non-hotel restaurants in the
family islands and exemption from Tourism Services tax for operators
in the family islands and the Turks and Islands.

9.

Reduced import duties on boats from 37% to 10% to facilitate
business in water sports category.

10. Developed Invest Turks and Caicos to market, promote and support
both domestic and foreign investment in the islands.
11. Created the MSME legislation and program that encourages and
supports the development of Turks and Caicos Islander owned
small businesses and the diversification of the economy through the
provision of $10,000 cash grants, duty concession and technical and
operational support.
12. Establishment of the Center for Entrepreneurial Development (CED)
which is a public private partnership to provide business development
support to small businesses.
13. Enacted the Credit Union legislation to ensure that once institutions
are established, they will have the benefit of creating a culture of
supporting Turks and Caicos Islanders in savings and investment
initiatives.
14. Enacted a consumer protection ordinance which would protect the
consumer from being victims of unscrupulous business practices
and inferior, non-functional or hazardous products and substandard
services.
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ALL ISLAND

CANDIDATES
TAKING OUR COUNTRY TO THE NEXT LEVEL

CHARLES WASHINGTON

MISICK

RICARDO

DONHUE GARDINER

DR. RUFUS

EWING

REV. JOHN

MALCOLM

SHEBA

WILSON

THE PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL
PARTY IS PROUD OF OUR
RECORD OF STRENGTHENING
TCI INSTITUTIONS. NOW, LET US
CONTINUE TRANSFORMING
OUR ISLAND AND PROGRESSING
TO UNPARALLELED HEIGHTS.
16
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NEXT LEVEL

THE NEW
ECONOMY
DIVERSIFYING OUR NATION’S
PORTFOLIO
Opportunities for economic diversiﬁcation, while not easily
apparent, do exist. The new Progressive National Party
administration will establish an Innovation and Business
Development Unit in the Ministry of Finance and Trade and
Investment to promote and encourage the development
of new and emerging industries. The aim is to leverage
our sterling good governance reputation to meet the
requirements of today’s sophisticated customers using
change and innovation as allies.
However, while is necessary to look at economic
diversiﬁcation there is much that we can and will still do to
increase our beneﬁts from tourism and our limited offshore
ﬁnancial services sector. This will be accomplished through
enabling legislation that will position Turks and Caicos
Islands on the cutting edge of these sectors, and facilitate
expansion and segmentation into niche markets. Various
initiatives are ongoing to achieve this aim, including a
working group on International Financial Services, and
reorganization of the tourism destination management
regime. Other important new niche markets under
consideration include aircraft and ships registration.

SOUND FISCAL MANAGEMENT

The Progressive National Party Government has
demonstrated that it understands the principles of ﬁnancial
management by spending less than we earn, assessing risk
and planning for the unexpected. Following these principles,
we managed the country’s resources in a way that produced
real beneﬁts for all. We invested in infrastructure and our
people, transformed our country for the better. We were
prudent managers of the national purse. We now have
money in the bank for the unexpected and to be able
to begin investing in a bright and prosperous future for
all. As we move to the next level, your new Progressive
National Party administration will continue to exercise
ﬁnancial prudence. Through the grace of God and good
judgement, we will:

•

Ensure that we continue to have one of the lowest
debt to GDP ratios in the world;

•

Keep our budget balanced, pay our debts and save
for rainy days, by fully implementing our Sovereign
Wealth Fund developed during this term in office.

•

Encourage investment through clean and
transparent government, and investment friendly
policies;

•

Work to improve on our BBB+ / positive outlook
agency rating with a goal of achieving the gold
standard – a AAA bond rate;

•

Develop fiscal policies that are geared towards
lowering the cost of living and facilitating and
supporting business growth, such as duty reduction
to 10% and policy based concession for domestic
and foreign investments.

THE BILLION DOLLAR
INFRASTRUCTURAL REVOLUTION
The Progressive National Party is proud of our record
of building institutions, transforming our island and
progressing our island to unparalleled heights. In 2012 the
Progressive National Party inherited a neglected, crumbling
infrastructure that the interim government did not view as
a priority. The Progressive National Party moved swiftly
and developed the following critical infrastructural
projects:
•

Completed the H.J. Robinson Auditorium

•

Built and rebuilt the H.J. Robinson Administrative
Block

•

Re-developed the Ona Glinton Primary School after
destruction by fire

•

Built an Early Childhood Education Center at the
Ona Glinton Primary School

•

Built a new Customs Warehouse on Grand Turk

•

Built new Fish Market on Grand Turk

•

Built new Wellness Center on Grand Turk

•

Completion of the new Mental Health Home on
Grand Turk

•

Expanded the Eliza Simons Primary School

•

Constructed the RO Plant Building on Grand Turk
and purchased a new RO Plant

•

Constructed the Lighthouse Road

•

Developed a Juvenile Rehabilitation Center

•

Constructed the RO Plant Building on Salt Cay and
purchased a new RO Plant

MANIFESTO 2016 | PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PARTY
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•

Redeveloped the Salt Cay Clinic

•

Constructed the RO Plant Building on South Caicos
and purchased a new RO Plant

•

Re-built the Dock at Regatta Village in South
Caicos

•

Redeveloped the Boiling Hole in South Caicos

•

Commenced the redevelopment of the South
Caicos International Airport to include the airport
terminal, control tower, fire hall, runway extension
and resurfacing

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
The Progressive National Party Government will
continue to transform, modernize and enhance our
infrastructure to improve our quality of life, expand
resources available to Turks and Caicos Islanders and
create new opportunities for all by:
•

Constructing storm water drainage systems
throughout the islands

•

Commenced the construction on the Multi-Purpose
Sports and Recreation Facility in South Caicos

•

Constructing sea wall defenses for Grand Turk and
Salt Cay

•

Completed the Middle Caicos Clinic

•

•

Constructed the Welcome Center at the Conch Bar
Caves in Middle Caicos

Developing the Caicos causeway and spine road
link connecting all of the Caicos Islands

•

•

Developed the Conch Bar Community Park

Expanding the solid and liquid waste management
facilities throughout the islands

•

Redeveloped of the North-Middle Caicos
Causeway

•

Redeveloping and constructing new port facilities

•

Continuing the development and upgrade of airport
facilities throughout the islands

•

Commenced the construction of the new Kew
Clinic

•

•

Upgraded the Raymond Gardiner High School
Sports Ground in North Caicos

Continuing our program of road development and
maintenance throughout the islands

•

Constructed the Agricultural Research and
Development Center at the Kew Farm

Developing the Blue Hills Board Walk and execution
of the master plan

•

Developing the Grand Turk Downtown district and
execution of the Grand Turk master plan

•

Developing critical government owned
infrastructure such as Administration buildings,
police posts and fire stations.

•
•

Commenced construction of the Major Hill Road

•

Commenced construction of the Bellefield Landing
Road

•

Constructed the new Long Bay High School

•

Upgraded the Primary Schools in Providenciales

•

Developed the Green Fitness Parks

•

Constructed the Glass Shack Roads

•

Commenced construction of Scholars Way Road

IF YOU CAN’T FLY, THEN
RUN. IF YOU CAN’T RUN,
THEN WALK. IF YOU
CAN’T WALK, THEN CRAWL.
BUT WHATEVER YOU DO,
YOU HAVE TO KEEP
MOVING FORWARD!
—MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
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NEW OPPORTUNITIES:
ENTREPRENEURSHIP & JOB
CREATION
The Progressive National Party during this term in ofﬁce
was able to create hundreds of jobs that resulted in the
reduction in the unemployment rate by almost 50% during
our 4 year period of governance. We were able to achieve
this through our strategic policies which resulted in the
growth of small businesses, and our extensive government
infrastructure works program. We will continue to build on the
foundation that was laid during this term in ofﬁce to increase
employment opportunities as we develop more policies
geared towards Turks and Caicos Islanders occupying a
greater percentage of the top management jobs in key
sectors such as tourism and banking.
The MSME program combined with greater enforcement
of operations in the reserved category business would enable
the development of a higher percentage of locally owned
small businesses that will have an opportunity to grow into
large businesses.

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
The new Progressive National Party government will do
the following:
•

Expand the MSME program to include more
categories of businesses and increase the
concessions and subsidies provided

•

Complete the review of conduct of business within
the reserve category of business and implement
greater enforcement mechanisms to protect locally
owned businesses from unfair competition so that
they can grow

•

Complete the skills audit and labor market force
survey so that our workforce needs can be aligned
with education and labor policies to better equip
Turks and Caicos Islanders for the work force.

•

Develop a National Training School and Technical
Institute that will train our people for the jobs
created.

•

Develop national apprenticeship and internship
programs that will provide Turks and Caicos
Islanders with work experience to better equip them
for permanent job placement

•

Expand and appropriately resource the labour
department customer service center so that there
can be more efficient processing of applications,
complaints and job placement.

•

Increase the capacity of the labour department
through manpower and policy to monitor and
address unfair and discriminatory employment
practices where they exist.

•

Implement a reserve category for jobs in all sectors

•

Facilitate $1 Billion dollars in private and public
sector development projects that will create 3000
jobs for Turks and Caicos Islanders.

MANIFESTO 2016 | PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PARTY
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NEXT LEVEL INDUSTRIES:
SUSTAINABLE TOURISM
Tourism and its support industries are the bedrock
of our economy, providing jobs and opportunities for
Turks and Caicos Islanders of all walks of life. For that
reason, the continued development and enhancement
of our tourism product remains a top priority for the
Progressive National Party.
Over the last four years the Turks and Caicos
under the Progressive National Party experienced
unprecedented growth in tourist arrivals as a direct
result of several tourism policy initiatives such as:

20

•

The completion of a strategic review of Turks and
Caicos position as a tourist dependent destination
resulting in the production of a National Tourism
Strategic Plan; the implementation of which is
under consideration.

•

Enhanced cost effective marketing and promotion
efforts through new initiatives such as the Premier’s
Tourism Road Show.

•

Expanded airport infrastructure to accommodate
increased airlift

•

Expanded our airlift, introducing new airlines,
increasing access to Turks and Caicos from new
gateways resulting in the reduction in the cost of
travelling to our island from North America

•

Implemented weekly Fish Fry on Providenciales and
Grand Turk

•

Upgraded the Middle Caicos Caves as a major
tourist attraction

PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PARTY | MANIFESTO 2016

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
The Progressive National Party believes in a sustainable
successful tourism industry that provides not just jobs, but
careers and entrepreneurial opportunities. As the primary
pillar of our economy we protect our tourism industry when
we understand and act on the knowledge that, the high
level of customization demanded by visitors require us to
continually improve service delivery through value creation.
This Progressive National Party’s vision is to ensure that
all stakeholders understand their role in professionally
developing and managing all of the components that drive
visitors to a destination – most of which are man-made.
Additionally, if tourism is to have maximum impact
throughout the economy its beneﬁts must be inclusive
by creating linkages to domestic producers and service
providers. This calls for a total reform of the Tourist
Board into a cutting-edge destination management
organization (DMO) to coordinate the disparate interest of
all stakeholders, externally and internally, with emphasis on
competitiveness through value creation and service delivery.
The new Progressive National Party administration will
repeal the existing Tourist Board Ordinance replacing it with
a new Ordinance. One that provides for a more arms-length
relationship with the Government, and a governance regime
that is fully representative of all stakeholders; one that is
adequately funded with a management cadre steeped in
expertise and competency equipped to take Turks and
Caicos Island
tourism destination management to the next level – a
level never seen before – a level with laser-like focus on
customer satisfaction - resulting in the most competitive
destination with similar attributes anywhere in the world,
and characterized by the following:
•

First in class accommodation supported by a new
public revenue regime that removes barriers to
entry and incentivizes investment

•

Sustainable balance between environmental
security and economic viability

•

Comprehensive Physical Development Plan
including shovel ready resort project outline
master plans resulting in product diversification,
diversification and community development

•

Comprehensive Human Resources Development
Plan to maximize local involvement as future
custodians of the industry.

•

Increasing number of Turks and Caicos Islanders
joining the ranks as resort managers, resort owners
and operators

•

Improved Airport and other tourism related
infrastructure

•

Major promotion and penetration of new markets

•

Expanded tourism attractions, and events

•

•

Fully integrate the TCI Cares initiative with all
tourism stakeholders to ensure, high level of
service, security and safety within our destination.
Enhance the diversification of our tourism product
offering by continuing the work on the development
of eco-tourism, medical tourism, yachting tourism,
sport tourism and our culture and heritage based
tourism.

DEVELOPMENT FOCUS:
AGRICULTURE & AGRIBUSINESS
As the Progressive National Party works towards earning
greater autonomy for Turks and Caicos Islanders, we believe
that strengthening our ability to grow and harvest food for
ourselves is a key ﬁrst step towards food security and a
safeguard against long-term dependence on important
staples. Indeed the Turks and Caicos over relies on
foreign imports, this is an existential threat should a manmade disaster make it difﬁcult to access our ports for any
period in excess of a few weeks. During the last term the
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Progressive National Party took steps to address this by:
•

Developing a national agriculture policy which
provides the framework for the development of an
agriculture cooperative and provision of subsidies
and land to potential farmers.

•

Supporting the development of an Agricultural
Research Center at the Kew Farm to identify the
best technologies and crops for the Turks and
Caicos agriculture industry.

•

Initiating a school agriculture (kitchen garden)
program and encouraging students to pursue
scholarships to study agriculture, organic farming,
animal husbandry, poultry farming, food inspection,
veterinary medicine and various other disciplines
related to the Agricultural Industry.

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
1.

Facilitating the development of new processing
industries to create entrepreneurial opportunities
for Turks and Caicos Islanders, build additional
markets and increase revenue from exports.

2.

Establishing Farmers Markets on the main islands
to provide a location for farmers to congregate on a
regular basis to sell their produce

3.

Continuing to review, enhance and expand
the services provided through an Agricultural
Corporation

4.

Stimulating the development of poultry farms,
animal husbandry and other relevant agriculture
based businesses

5.

Encouraging Turks and Caicos Islanders to become
more self-sufficient through the development of a
Kitchen Garden Program

6.

Investigating the potential benefits of vertical
farming to expand the amount of available
agricultural space and diversify the range of
agricultural products cultivated in Turks and
Caicos.

7.

Fully implementing the school agriculture program

8.

Increasing scholarships availability in agriculture

MOVING BEYOND CONSUMERISM:
MANUFACTURING & PROCESSING
Diversifying our economy to include manufacturing and
processing will facilitate our stated goal of moving from a
land of consumers reliant on foreign imports, to a land of
producers, providing for ourselves, creating opportunities

22

PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PARTY | MANIFESTO 2016

for ourselves and exporting our products to others. The
Progressive National Party laid the foundation for this
through the:
•

The establishment of Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprise (MSME) program which singles out
manufacturing as one of the priority business areas
for the awarding of cash grants, duty concessions
and technical assistance.

•

Development of an agriculture policy which
prioritizes manufacturing and processing as a
category of business which will be supported by
government subsidy.

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
•

Encourage and facilitate the development of a local
industry dedicated to the canning and bottling of locally grown products.

•

Create a Free Trade Zone at the South Caicos Deep
Water Port to facilitate the importation, processing
and re-export of modified products

•

Initiate trade agreements with our regional neighbors
and larger nations

•

Invest in renewable energy to lower the cost of electricity making light manufacturing more attractive to
investors

•

Continue to facilitate the expansion of our manufacturing and processing industry through the provision
of more funding and support through our MSME and
agriculture programs.

GROWING OUR
FISHING INDUSTRY
Surrounded by water, there are many untapped
opportunities for Turks and Caicos Islanders. As part of
our quest for full employment we seek to strengthen our
ﬁshing industry, increase opportunities for Turks and Caicos
Islanders and increase our island’s exports.
AT THE NEXT LEVEL
•

Expand the remit of the agricultural corporation
to include complementary services relevant to the
fishing industry and enable our local fishermen to
benefit from the resources and expertise within the
Corporation

•

Fully develop regulations to support and expand
our fishing industry
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•

Provide the legislative and regulatory infrastructure
to create a fishing export industry

SHIPS REGISTRY

•

Build the infrastructure essential for the creation of
a fish farming industry

•

Strengthen the relationship between local
restaurants and hotels and our fisherman to build
more opportunities for fisherman to sell their
products and create greater availability of local fish
for locals and tourist consumption

•

Facilitate the canning, packaging and processing of
local seafood for local consumption and export

•

In partnership with our Border Control partners
provide greater protection of our banks from
poaching.

The Turks and Caicos Islands Shipping Registry is currently
classiﬁed as a category 2 registry under the Red Ensign
Group comprising the UK, its Crown Dependencies
and Overseas Territories; as such it is limited to the
registration of commercial ships and yachts of up to 150
gross tons (this limit can be extended to 400GT with an
agreement in place with the UK); and vessels which are not
operated commercially of up to 400 GT.
The current Progressive National Party administration
has identiﬁed ship registration as a niche market and is
focusing on promoting its registry, and has already opened
dialogue with the UK Government aimed at transitioning the
Turks and Caicos Islands registry to a category 1 registry
allowing for the registration and ﬂagging of vessels of
unlimited tonnage and type interested in delisting from noncompetitive or otherwise non-desirable jurisdictions.

AIRCRAFT REGISTRY
This Progressive National Party Government is also at an
advanced stage in implementing an Aircraft Registration

24

PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PARTY | MANIFESTO 2016

regime under the auspices of the Turks and Caicos Civil
Aviation Authority (TCCAA), working with Air Safety Support
International (ASSI) the United Kingdom Civil Aviation
Authority (UKCAA) and the United Kingdom department of
Transportation (UK DOT)

TECHNOLOGY PARK
A robust technology infrastructure is critical to economic
growth and development as presents much opportunities
for investment. It is the intention of the new Progressive
National Party government to pursue the establishment of
a ﬁbre optic ring around the Turks and Caicos to allow for
increased reliable high speed broadband capacity that will
support initiatives such as the development of technology
parks, virtual learning and e-commerce.

DEVELOPING OUR CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES & NURTURING TCI
TALENT
Essential to the platform of the Progressive National Party
is a strong belief in the freedom of expression for all people
and that this basic freedom should always be nurtured,
protected and preserved. All the various, changing modes of
artistic expression will forever deﬁne our cultural identity and
help shape and deﬁne our social well-being.
The PNP is fully committed to the establishment of
vibrant Creative Industries through the marriage of the arts
and other forms of cultural expression with established
business best practices, innovation and technology. A
committed focus to the development of the Creative
Industries will stimulate a vibrant new sector to help drive
growth thereby expanding and diversifying our economy.
Our government will lay the foundation for the
development, growth and sustainability of the Creative
Industries economic sector through intervention on three
levels: legislative, ﬁnancial and institutional.

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
Legislative Support
•

Provide tax incentives to attract private sector
investment in the funding of artistic and cultural
productions.

•

Allow Tax Deductions to encourage private
individuals and companies to participate in a
“Creative Industries Fund” where donations to the
arts and other forms of creative expressions will be
collected in an administered Trust.

•

Create a Register of Creative Industry listing those
entities for which tax deductible contributions can
be made.

•

Strengthen copyright legislation to better protect
artists and other participants in the Creative
Industries to help them generate income from their
creative expressions.

•

Regulate the export of creative property and
manage dealings monetizing the modes of artistic
expression.

•

Give effect to international agreements pertaining
to the protection and preservation of artistic/cultural
property, productions and artifacts.

•

Leverage our proximity and relationship with the
US to make TCI a hub for digital and audiovisual
production in the Western Hemisphere and around
the world. Financial Support

•

Provide “seed” funding to provide to artists wishing
to produce modes of expression and other works or
productions of artistic value.

•

Sustain and, when warranted, increase
government’s interventions in TCI artistic, cultural
and other institutions of human expression

•

Encourage practice of ensuring that all artwork in
public buildings, including schools, are works by
local TCI artists (save and except where these are
works donated by overseas bodies).

•

Allocate at least 1% of the total cost of all new
government buildings to the acquisition of local
artwork for display in these buildings.

•

Finance, every two years, the publication of a work
of literature by a citizen of the Turks and Caicos
Islands.
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THE NEXT
TEAM
LEVEL
LEADING OUR COUNTRY TO THE NEXT LEVEL

SHEBA

REV. JOHN

GEORGE

WILSON

MALCOLM

LIGHTBOURNE

AKIERRA MARY DEANNE

PORSHA M.

AMANDA

THE BIGHT

CHESHIRE HALL / RICHMOND HILLS

ALL ISLANDS CANDIDATE

MISSICK
LEEWARD & LONG BAY

ALL ISLANDS CANDIDATE

STUBBS SMITH

GRAND TURK NORTH

MISICK

DR. RUFUS

CHARLES WASHINGTON

ALL ISLANDS CANDIDATE

EWING

ARTHUR

RICARDO

MISICK

DON HUE GARDINER

ALL ISLANDS CANDIDATE

ALL ISLANDS CANDIDATE

RUTH

MARK

LIGHTBOURNE

BLACKMAN

FULFORD

CLAUDINE

RACHEL

DAMEKO

FIVE CAYS

WHEELAND

GRAND TURK SOUTH & SALT CAY

EWING PRATT
BLUE HILLS

SOUTH CAICOS

TAYLOR

NORTH & MIDDLE CAICOS

DEAN

special emphasis on catering to the needs of
persons at all stages of the life cycles.

AT THE NEXT LEVEL (CONT’D)
Institutional Support
•

Revisit the role and functions of the Department
of Culture and Heritage so that these departments
of government can become a more dynamic
partner, working alongside the creative industries
and the private sector to stimulate opportunities
and identify markets for arts and other products of
creative expression.

Improved Primary Health Care infrastructure by
redeveloping the clinics on Salt Cay, Middle Caicos,
building new clinic in Kew, a new wellness center
and a new mental health home on Grand Turk.

3.

Implemented new Primary Health Care programs,
such as the extended clinic hours to improve
access to healthcare for all free of charge to all.
Introduced the visiting specialist program to the
family island clinics.

•

In partnership with the private sector, build and
maintain a world-class Center for the Creative Arts,
including space for the creative/performing arts and
state of the art spaces for the recording arts and
other forms of audiovisual production.

4.

Developed a new pharmaceutical policy which
would be used to implement a drug program that
is affordable to both patients and the NHIP, with
the introduction of NHIP sponsored pharmacies
starting in the family islands.

•

Gather the best talents in TCI to form a National
Creative Industries Council to serve as an
independent steward of the TCI creative industries.

5.

Introduced the new mental health legislation that
would serve to improve the delivery of mental
health care in the islands.

•

To undertake, in our first year, a review of courses
and programs of study to ensure that support is
provided for persons wishing to pursue studies in
all areas of arts, culture and the creative industries.

6.

Introduced tobacco control legislation as part of
the Non-Communicable Disease (NCD) Action Plan
and Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
which would serve to reduce cancers and noncommunicable diseases in the Turks and Caicos
Islands by reducing tobacco consumption and
secondhand tobacco smoke exposure.

7.

Introduced the Health Regulatory Authority and
Health Professions legislation that would serve to
protect the health of the public by ensuring the
registration of highly qualified health professionals
and the maintenance of high healthcare standards
and codes of practice.

8.

Amended the National Health Insurance Legislation
to ensure 100 percent of the resident population
has access to health care especially those
unemployed beyond up to 18 months, children,
the indigent and the elderly in keeping with the
mandate of a social health insurance plan which is
to protect those most vulnerable.

9.

Improved the delivery of prehospital care by
purchasing a fleet of new ambulances that were
distributed throughout the islands and introduced
an in-country EMT training program thereby
providing high quality pre-hospital services.

The PNP pledges that if it forms the next
government that it will engage in deep and
meaningful consultations with established artists,
cultural activists and organizations as it pursues its
stated objectives in this area.

STRENGTHENING HEALTHCARE
HEALTH CARE — IMPROVING
ACCESS & PROTECTING LIVES
The Progressive National Party’s approach to the health
of our people is built on the fundamental belief that quality
health care is a birthright and must not only be available
to all, it must be affordable to all. To achieve this goal, the
Progressive National Party over the years has modernized
our health facilities, developed new programs and
introduced the National Health Insurance Plan that would
ensure the protection of the health of all in our society
especially those who are most vulnerable.
During this term in ofﬁce, the Progressive National Party
achieved the following:
1.
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2.

Developed and implemented the 2020 Vision
National Health Strategic Plan with a major
emphasis on improving Primary Health Care,
combating Non-Communicable Diseases such
as hypertension, diabetes and cancer and placed
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10. Introduced an oncology program at the Turks and
Caicos Islands Hospitals which allowed for the
diagnosis, maintenance and support of treatment of
patients on chemotherapy
11. Improved the financial management of the hospitals
through the conduct of clinical and financial audits
and reconciliation exercises and through the
establishment of monitoring bodies such as the
Contract management team, contract management
unit and service review board, all of which serve

to increase compliance with the provisions of the
contract and improve standard of care.
12. Strengthened public health and improving disease
surveillance through the introduction of the Turks
and Caicos Islands Cares program which also
focuses heavily on health and tourism.
13. Developed the new morgue facility on Grand Turk

HEALTHCARE AT THE NEXT LEVEL
Strengthen the Capacity of the
Ministry of Health
1.

Development of a Health Services Authority (HSA)
that would relieve the Ministry of Health of the
direct responsibility for the management of delivery
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of health services so it can focus more on its
regulatory and planning and policy development
roles.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Increase the capacity of the Ministry of Health to
collect and manage information, conduct research,
develop policies and plans, implement and monitor
health programs by:
a.

Implementing the national health information
system

b.

Strengthening the staff and skill capacity within
the National Epidemiology and Research Unit

c.

Strengthening the staff and skill capacity in the
Health Policy and Planning Unit and the Health
Promotion and Advocacy Unit.

1.

We will continue to implement our Vision 2020
National Health Strategic Plan (NHSP), our Primary
Health Care Renewal Strategy (PHCRS) and NonCommunicable Disease Action Plan.

2.

We will continue the development of new
and improving and expanding existing PHC
infrastructure including:

Continuing to increase the capacity of the Ministry
of Health to manage large contracts such as the
hospital and solid waste management contracts by
strengthening the Contract Management Unit.
Strengthening the health regulatory functions of the
Ministry of Health by fully implementing the Health
Regulatory Authority and the Health Professions
Council and development of pharmaceutical
council and legislation
Strengthening the Capacity of the Ministry of
Health to protect the health of the public through
the development of strong public health and
environmental legislation and enforcement capacity.
Continued strengthening of our communicable
disease surveillance and control system to combat
new, emerging and re-emerging diseases such
as Zika, Dengue, Cholera, Ebola in the Turks and
Caicos.

IF YOU’RE WALKING
DOWN THE RIGHT
PATH AND YOU’RE
WILLING TO KEEP
WALKING,
EVENTUALLY
YOU’LL MAKE
PROGRESS.
—BARACK OBAMA
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Upgrade Primary Health Care (PHC)
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a.

Completion of Kew Clinic

b.

Development of new Bottle Creek Clinic

c.

Development of a Long-Term Care Hospice
facility

d.

Development of new central PHC clinic in
Cheshire Hall

e.

Development of Public Health Laboratory

f.

Completion of Mental Health Home Phase one
and two

g.

Completion of Wellness Center Phase two

h.

Development of Senior Citizens Home on
Providenciales

i.

Upgrading of the South Caicos Clinic

j.

Development of Grand Turk PHC clinic

k.

Expansion of Morgue facility on Providenciales

3.

We will continue to expand on and improve existing
PHC programs such as the Immunization program,
the school nutrition program, the healthy lifestyle
programs, the cancer screening program, the
extended clinic hours program, the mental health
and drug prevention and rehab programs and the
expansion of the hospital based cancer registry to a
national cancer registry.

4.

We will expand NHIP coverage of dental, eye care
and medically necessary cosmetic surgery both
locally and overseas.

Upgrade Secondary and Tertiary Care
1.

Expand Secondary and tertiary care services within
the hospitals to serve both the local and medical
tourism population and to assist with reducing the
need for treatment abroad.

2.

Continue to improve service delivery at the hospital
through enforcement of the provisions of the new
Health Professions Council, HRA and Service
Review Board.

3.

Continue to strengthen the Turks and Caicos
Islands Hospital’s financial controls and compliance
with contractual agreements with the increased
capacity of the Contract Management Unit and

Contract Management Team of the Ministry of
Health, as we move towards greater autonomy
under the management of the HSA.
4.

Restructure the medical treatment abroad program
to procure more cost-effective care from regional,
North American and South American institutions
and health care facilities.

NEXT LEVEL SECURITY
PROTECTING OUR BORDERS
The protection of our borders is a matter of national
security for which the United Kingdom Government has
responsibility. Nonetheless this Progressive National
Party Government has accepted that the people of these
islands will hold its elected government responsible for the
protection of the well-being of our people and the resources
of the Turks and Caicos Islands, hence we continue to
deliver the resources necessary for the protection of our
borders.

Towards this end the Progressive National Party,
during the last term in ofﬁce, achieved the following:
1.

Upgraded and expanded the coastal radar facility

2.

Invested in the purchase of Police Boats

3.

Recruited Immigration Officers

4.

Upgraded the detention center

5.

Expanded the development of the border control
management system

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
1.

The expansion of our coastal radar to include
one on West Caicos and three additional radar
surveillance system on cays (French Cay, Bush Cay
and Great Sand Cay) along the southern borders of
the Caicos Bank.

2.

The installation of Surveillance Buoys along the
Southern Border of the Caicos Bank in-between
radar sites to create an electronic wall along the
Southern border of the Caicos Bank.

“ONE OF GOVERNMENT’S MOST SACRED DUTIES
IS THE PROTECTION OF ITS PEOPLE.”
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3.

The establishment of a Marine Police (Coast Guard)
Base on the Southern tip of West Caicos

1.

Purchased 15 police vehicles to increase
community patrols

4.

Establishment of a Virtual Border Wall (VBW)
including marine and aerial drone surveillance
program to complement the manned program
counterparts.

2.

Purchased police protective gear to facilitate
strategic crime fighting engagements in
communities

3.

Re-established police outposts

5.

The purchase of marine police vessels that are
capable of transporting at least 150 persons to
allow for repatriation of intercepted illegal sloops.

4.

Established the Serious Crimes Unit to assist in the
solving of cold cases.

6.

An increase in manpower in the marine police
branch

5.

Re-established the police training program

6.

7.

An increase in the capacity and resources of DECR
to conduct surveillance and respond to incidents.

Recruited 21 police officers to establish the Tourism
and Community policing programs.

7.

8.

Collaboration with the DECR in increasing the
surveillance and response to migrants, poachers
and traffickers alike.

Invested in the purchase of two marine police
vessels.

9.

Implementation of a fully operational biometric
based (fingerprint and facial recognition) Border
Control Management system that is well integrated
with other systems of government such as road
traffic and police to identify and give account of
every person who enters or departs the Turks and
Caicos Islands.

10. Installation of high tech container scanners at
international seaports of entry.
11. Introduction of the Advanced Passenger
Information System (APIS) and collaboration with
regional countries in the sharing of information
on criminals and persons of interest transiting our
territories.
12. Signature of an MOU with Haiti that will provide
greater intelligence on human smuggling.
13. Application to the newly created UK Complex
Stability and Security Fund (CSSF) for assistance
with the establishment of our Advanced Border
Control program.

CREATING SAFE COMMUNITIES
Policing and internal security falls under the responsibility
of the Governor who via the Commissioner of Police is
responsible for the strategic oversight and direction of the
Royal Turks and Caicos Islands Police Force (RTCIPF).
However, the protection of the life and property of
residents of these islands and those who visit our shores
is of paramount importance to this Progressive National
Party government and we would not allow the protection
of life and property to be compromised by failure of the
oversight and strategic direction of the RTCIPF by the UK
Government. Towards this end the Progressive National
Party achieved the following:
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AT THE NEXT LEVEL
1.

Provide adequate community lighting

2.

Assign police to specific communities as part of
Community Police Warden program

3.

Enable government subsidized community
neighborhood watch programs

4.

Increase police recruitment and training

5.

Increase the number of police vehicles, boats and
supplies of crime fighting equipment

6.

Install CCTV island wide

7.

Implement an integrated road traffic monitoring and
person identification system

8.

Implement a property identification program

9.

Implement a community based rehabilitation
program

10. Implement stiffer penalties for specific serious
crimes (crimes against tourists, human smuggling
and gun crimes)

EDUCATION, YOUTH & SPORT
DEVELOPMENT
Introducing a World-Class Curriculum
When the Progressive National Party took ofﬁce in 2012
we inherited from the British Interim Administration a public
education system that had been severely underfunded,
under resourced and undermanned. The interim
government left us a legacy of:
•

Overcrowding and the rising threat of gang violence
at CHHS

•

Inadequate, obsolete or non-existent equipment

and resources to maximize educational
opportunities for our children
•

An escalating need for greater space at our Primary
and Secondary schools

•

Lack of commitment or vision for skills
development among our teachers and students

•

Lack of sports programs

•

Outdated sporting facilities

•

No clear talent management programs for sports
and other departments.

•

Library services in shambles

•

Underpaid teachers and principals

•

Low Education Staff Morale

In spite of the obstacles, the Progressive National Party
has not only delivered on education, we have exceeded
expectations. While others talked, we fought on behalf of

our children setting out on a path of renewal and reform that
included. We:
•

Launched our Early Childhood Curriculum to
provide our children with a solid academic
foundation and the groundwork for their future
success.

•

Eliminated crowded classrooms giving our children
more individualized attention, fewer distractions
and environments more conducive to learning.

•

Rebuilt Ona Glinton Primary School and HJ
Robinson Admin and Classroom block as well
as constructed the new Long Bay High School,
making it now possible for educators to better
identify and respond to the needs of individual
students.

•

Introduced the Cadet Corps to cultivate discipline,
community spirit and national pride within our youth
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•

Expanded access to higher education by increasing
the number of scholarships available for Turks and
Caicos Islanders and developed a relationship with
UWI and Open Campus to build a bridge to the
development of the University of Turks and Caicos
Islands.

•

Introduced the TVOC program into the school
curriculum.

•

PRIMARY SCHOOL:
BUILDING SKILLS & CHARACTER
The Progressive National Party will continue to develop
healthy learning environment for children by:
1.

Made a college education more affordable by
launching the free tuition initiative with the Turks
and Caicos Islands Community College Program

Expanding access to quality afterschool and
weekend activities by upgrading all community
parks and recreational facilities in every community,
across the island

2.

•

Invested in our teachers and their professional
development by increasing the number of
scholarships available for Turks and Caicos Islander
Teachers

Introducing a Mathematics Literacy Project to
improve the teaching and learning of mathematics
and elevate student achievement is all areas of this
subject.

3.

•

Rewarded our educators for their hard work and
sacrifice by increasing salaries for teachers

Developing and encouraging the development of
schools for gifted children and special needs so
that our children can maximize on their potential

•

Created a place for our young people to play, learn
and connect with their community with the Green
Fitness Park and recreational facility at South
Caicos and Leeward

4.

Building additional primary school classroom
spaces as required

5.

Introducing a basic Financial Literacy Program
to ensure that our young people have the basic
knowledge of saving, investing and building wealth

•

Launched the Caribbean Vocational Qualification
program to provide our children with a regionally
recognized technical certification

•

Distributed scholarship awards for international
study and local scholarships and grants.

•

Provided FREE Education at the Turks and Caicos
Islands Community College for eligible Turks &
Caicos Islanders

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
In this ongoing renewal and reform of education, the next
Progressive National Party government will build on these
accomplishments, continue to ﬁght for our Turks and Caicos
Islander youth and focus on enhancing of the facilities and
learning opportunities available to our children.
To continue the renewal and reform of our education
system the next Progressive National Party Government
Plan is focused on each level of Education:

EXPANDING PRESCHOOL

The Progressive National Party will provide free early
childhood education to families in need, ensuring that every
child has access to a solid start to their educational journey
regardless of income

FREE DAYCARE

The Progressive National Party will provide free day and
afterschool care for families in need, to ensure that our
children are supervised and receive assistance with their
homework while their parents are at work
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SECONDARY SCHOOL:
FACING THE 21ST CENTURY
To help better prepare our Young People for College or the
21st Century Workforce, the Progressive National Party will:
1.

Raise the educational standards and
competitiveness of our secondary school education
through the full implementation of the new High
School Curriculum

2.

Introduce a Young Entrepreneurs Program to
provide our children with the knowledge and
experience that will encourage more of our young
people to go into business for themselves, create
jobs for others and grow our economy.

3.

Introduce funding for GED and training program for
those who have dropped out of the public school
system

DOMESTIC TERTIARY EDUCATION:
PAVING THE WAY
To prepare the way for a University
of the Turks & Caicos Islands, the
Progressive National Party will:
1.

2.

Launch a Technical and Skills Institute at College
Park to ensure that Turks and Caicos Islanders
remain on the cutting edge of technical and
technological education and certification
Pursue academic partnerships with quality
educational institutions that complement our local
economy as it exists today and address our future
needs

3.

Begin the process of evolving our current institution
towards a full university with more higher level
degree offerings, creating new jobs, widening
access to a college education and building new
opportunities for inward investment

OPEN DOORS: INTERNATIONAL
TERTIARY EDUCATION
Expanding Access to Higher Education through Increased
Scholarships & Partnerships
The Progressive National Party continues to develop
partnerships with reputable international tertiary institutions
to provide opportunities that will enable our students to
access affordable and high quality tertiary level education
that is not available locally. We will continue to fund our
merit based scholarship program so that our students can
avail themselves of these opportunities for higher learning

MODERNIZING OUR
EDUCATION SYSTEM
The Progressive National Party intends to continue to
advance the infrastructure supporting education by:
1.

Investing in and enhancing our Educational
Infrastructure through the construction of a new
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Primary School in Providenciales, by the creation of
a New Block/Auditorium for the Raymond Gardiner
High School and a New Block for Marjorie Basden
High School.
2.

Conducting an Educational Sector Salary Review
and Retention Policy to ensure that quality teachers
are incentivized to enter and stay within the public
school system

3.

Introducing Annual Awards of Excellence to publicly
recognize the work of principals, teachers, parents
and students that are excelling.

4.

Conducting a needs assessment for special
programs to ensure that students with therapeutic
and medical support needs are not deprived of a
quality education

SPORTS AND RECREATION:
PUSHING BOUNDARIES
Expanding Physical Education and
Athletics

The Progressive National Party believes that our beautiful
island possesses world class athletic talent with the
potential to compete at the highest level on the world
stage. To reach their potential the Progressive National
Party believes that we must invest in our local athletes,
provide them with tangible support and give them wherever
possible, the tools and resources they need to succeed. The
Progressive National Party will:
1.

Continue to invest in the construction of
multipurpose sporting and recreational facilities
throughout the island

2.

Develop a more structured subsidized partnership
program with local sporting organizations so that
they can implement robust training programs,
talent scouting programs, hosts more local and
international competitions to enhance the natural
talent and abilities of our youth and more them to
the world stage in athletics.

3.

Introduce a National Youth Fitness Initiative to
address childhood obesity and inactivity while
getting our youth engaged in physical activity as
early as possible.

4.

Review and modernize the funding schemes for
our international elite athletes and Sports and
Ambassadors

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Creating Jobs & Opportunity for Our Young People
Perhaps the greatest resource found in these Turks and
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Caicos Islands is the people themselves. As a progressive
government we constantly pursue an approach that is
focused beyond today, but towards the future needs of
our country and our people. To us, the development and
empowerment of our youth represents an investment in the
future. One that will bear fruit for decades to come.
While most of our youth are doing well, focused on their
studies and looking towards a future where they can fully
enjoy the fruits of being a citizen of our great land, far too
many are slipping through the cracks and being left behind.
The UK Interim government believed that our youth
were unimportant and slashed programs and funding that
would have produced positive results. The Progressive
National Party fought for our youth and stood steadfast
in our commitment to the future of Turks and Caicos
Islands by the following measures:
•

Re-establishing the National Cadet Corp legislation
and enhancing the Cadet Corps program

•

Re-introducing the Youth parliament

•

Supporting the Junior Achievers program

•

Introducing Young Entrepreneurs Program

•

Inspiring and supporting the Young Corporate
Alliance

•

Inspiring our gifted youth in the performing arts by
creating opportunities to showcase their talents on
a national level at events such as National Heritage
Month and National Youth Day.

The next Progressive National Party government will
increase our investment in our youth, strive to reach those
who have slipped through the cracks and provide a pathway
for future success focusing on three key areas:
1.

Education & Training: Scholarships and Training
Opportunities

2.

Expanding and Supporting the Creative Industries

3.

Sports Policy: Strengthening Sporting Opportunities
in Turks and Caicos Islands

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
•

Supporting corporate and civil organizations in the
development of youth facilities and programs

•

Developing the National Youth Mentorship Program

•

Developing Youth Investment Program

•

Developing a Youth talent search and development
program

SOCIAL SERVICES: SUPPORTING
FAMILIES & PROTECTING THE
VULNERABLE
The Progressive National Party has always been a party
that values its young, old and those who are vulnerable
in our society. To this end we had the following
Accomplishments in The SOCIAL SERVICES:
•

Raised the Non-Contributory Old Age Pension

•

Raised pension

•

Extend free health care coverage to the old and
young

•

Introduced several family and child protection
legislations

•

Developed the Juvenile Rehab center

•

Developed and expanded the Wellness Center

•

Upgraded the Specials Needs Center (SNAP
Center)

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
•

Introduce Disability legislation to better support
persons with special needs

•

Expand and enhance programs at the Juvenile
Rehab Center

•

Increase the Non-contributory Old Age pension

•

Provide needs based family support via grants to
families in need

•

Expand home help programs

•

Introduce free day care programs for persons in
need

•

Implement a robust special needs program that will
be effective in the early detection of children with
different abilities and ensure that there are early
multi-disciplinary intervention programs in place to
allow these children to maximize their potential.

•

Develop a National Housing Scheme that will
enable Turks and Caicos Islanders to afford suitable
housing to raise a family in a safe environment

PROMOTING NATIONAL CULTURE,
HERITAGE & PRIDE
This Progressive National Party government has restored
the image and reputation of our country on the world’s stage
not only in regards to governance and management of our
affairs, but by supporting and promoting our citizens whose
achievements have brought all of Turks and Caicos together.

In 2013, this Progressive National Party government
ﬁrst dedicated the month of October as National Heritage
Month, and Columbus Day thereafter has been recognized
as National Heritage Day. Since its inception, Turks and
Caicos Islanders now proudly participate in a series of
festivals, exhibitions and parades held to preserve our
history, culture and way of life.
This government was the ﬁrst to recognize our
deserving citizens at National Honors and Awards for
service to the nation and the people of the Turks and Caicos
Islands.
It is our intention to promote these and other events by
providing greater opportunities for our citizens skilled and
talented in the performing arts to showcase our traditions.

OUR ENVIRONMENT,
CLEANLINESS & PUBLIC
SANITATION
Beautiful by Nature

The protection and preservation of our environment is
critical to our economic sustainability as a predominantly
tourism based economy. The phenomenon of global
warming and climate change is real and will signiﬁcantly
impact our small low lying islands. We have committed
to the COP21 agenda and are moving towards
the reduction of our carbon footprint through the
introduction of our energy policy. This PNP Government
has:
1.

Increased the number of marine parks and
wetlands that will act as buffers to sea level rise and
protect our flora and fauna.

2.

Approved our energy policy and is now developing
the legislative framework for its introduction and are
promoting management of alternate energy sources
that will reduce our carbon footprint and lower the
cost of energy to consumers.

3.

Approved a ban on plastic bags

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
1.

Fully develop and enact our climate change policy

2.

Increase resources to better manage and protect
our land and sea national parks

3.

Fully develop and enact our new electricity
legislation based on our energy policy and facilitate
the introduction of utility scale renewable energy by
independent power providers

4.

Introduce a national community lighting program
using solar powered LED lights thereby reducing
energy consumption and provide better lighting in
communities and creating safer communities.
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5.

Fully support a national recycling program that will
reduce solid waste and used iogas as an alternate
energy source.

6.

Amend Environmental legislation to introduce a
new penalty system for littering and indiscriminate
garbage disposal and unclean premises.

7.

Introduce a contracted national street cleaning
and beautification program throughout the islands
combined with an adopt a highway program that
when combined with legislative enforcement will
serve to keep TCI beautiful by nature.

AT THE NEXT LEVEL
The New PNP Government will continue to improve the
welfare of Civil Servants and the efﬁciency, effectiveness
and productivity of the Civil Service and take it to the Next
Level by:
1.

Fully implementing our e-government platform

2.

Increase the number of staff especially in areas
such as Immigration and Labour, policing and
enforcement agencies

3.

Fully implement the gratuity system with extensions
into statutory bodies and hospitals based on
actuarial analysis

4.

Develop purpose built government buildings to
improved working conditions across government

5.

Salary increase commensurate with inflation

GOVERNANCE & THE CIVIL SERVICE
Civil Service

The efﬁciency and effectiveness of the Civil Service is
critical to business productivity and economic growth and
development of our beautiful by nature Turks and Caicos
Islands. The PNP Government since coming to ofﬁce has
signiﬁcantly enhanced the civil service, ensuring that there
is adequate manpower to provide the services required and
that the welfare of civil servants are well looked after. During
this term we were able to:
1.

Re-instated the Interim Administration’s 10% cut in
Civil Servant’s salary

2.

Implement a pay and grade review which enabled
increased in salaries in several job categories

3.

Increase civil servants salary

4.

Re-instate gratuity

5.

Re-hired many of the Civil Servants fired by the
Interim Administration

6.

Significantly increased the training budget so that
Civil Servants can get skills based certification
training and hence enabled professional
development with better opportunities for
promotion in the service

Governance

The Turks and Caicos Islands is a British Overseas
Territory and is governed by the 2011 constitution which is
regressive compared to its 2006 counterpart, which was
in itself deﬁcient. In order for the Turks and Caicos Islands
to move to the next level of governance we need several
amendments to our 2011 constitution which would give the
elected representatives greater autonomy to make policies
that will be to the beneﬁt of the masses of the people in
the Turks and Caicos Islands. To this end the new PNP
Government would take this country to the next level by:
1.

Conducting a referendum on the constitution to
make amendments to have greater autonomy as a
UK Overseas Territory

2.

Amending the Crown Land Ordinance to the benefit
of Turks and Caicos Islands

THE EFFICIENCY &
EFFECTIVENESS OF
THE CIVIL SERVICE IS
CRITICAL TO BUSINESS
PRODUCTIVITY &
ECONOMIC GROWTH.
38

PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL PARTY | MANIFESTO 2016

3.

Having greater strategic oversight of the Police
Force

4.

Seeing to it that the UK live up to their promise
to remove the position of the CFO from the TCI’s
Constitution so as to have greater autonomy over
our finances

5.

Amend the Procurement Ordinance to allow for
more efficient procurement of goods and services
and to ensure equitable distribution of works based
on locale and belonger interest

TRANSPORTATION
AND COMMUNICATION
Transportation

The Turks and Caicos Islands has seen a signiﬁcant
increase in the numbers of vehicles on our roadways.
The Taxi services have been better regulated and fares
revised commensurate with the cost of living, to ensure
that taxi owners can operate a proﬁtable business. Several
challenges with the Department of Road Safety have been
identiﬁed and a comprehensive review is underway. This
review will inform the new PNP Government’s decision
to implement the following:
1.

Reform the Road Safety Department into a new
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organization with streamlined and improved
management with efficient coordination and
information sharing with other Government
Departments.
2.

Implement a new Road Traffic Management
System and Database that would enable better
management of vehicle registration, identification
and licensing.

3.

Amendment of the Road Traffic Ordinance to
facilitate the introduction of a new class of
community based taxi service license and subsidize
the introduction of scheduled bus service. This
will effectively provide safe transportation for the
working public.

4.

Increase the capacity of the road traffic department
to effectively police our roads and remove illegal
jitneys from operating on our streets.

Telecommunication

The Turks and Caicos Islands has one of the highest
levels of internet penetration in the Caribbean region. The
productivity and competitiveness of these islands heavily
depends upon our ability to stay in the forefront and on
the cutting edge of information technology. The new PNP
government will do the following:
1.

Develop a fibre Optic Ring around the Turks and
Caicos Islands bringing high speed and high
capacity broadband to these islands under the
control of Government and with redundancies in
place.

2.

Establish Data Centers as a means of diversifying
our economy

3.

Ensure that every school has free high speed
internet communication and are equipped with
virtual classrooms to extend the reach of our high
schools and Community College.

THE TURKS & CAICOS
ISLANDS HAS ONE OF
THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF
INTERNET PENETRATION
IN THE CARIBBEAN
REGION.
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EMERGENCY & DISASTER
PREPAREDNESS
The new PNP Government will continue to increase our
capacity to respond to emergencies and hazards, reduce
our vulnerability and protect lives. We will expand on our
current emergency systems by:
1.

Constructing purpose built Emergency Operation
Centers (EOCs) with the necessary equipment and
technology for better coordination of our response
to hazards and emergencies.

2.

Develop tsunami warning systems on all islands

3.

Construct purpose built multi-purpose emergency
shelters in specific locations

4.

Develop our own meteorological office

5.

Construct new and upgrade existing fire stations and
equipment on all islands

6.

Expand the capacity of our fire department to manage fires in high rise buildings.

7.

Continue to expand our ambulance service

8.

Increase the capacity of the 911 emergency center to
respond to emergency calls

9.

Increase the training and recruitment of all emergency
personal

TAKING
CONSTITUENCIES

•

Organize community groups to address matters
affecting the community such as unemployment,
crime, and other matters impacting lie.

•

Proper drainage system to prevent flooding

•

Upgrade roads to blacktop

ED 3: SOUTH CAICOS

ED1: GRAND TURK NORTH
•

Redevelopment of The Crabtree, NJS Francis and
West Road Parks

•

Development of the Green Fitness Park

•

West Road pond restoration and beautification

•

Restoration of historic buildings

•

Lighthouse road development phase II

•

Indoor recreation facility proving community based
programs for youth and other civic groups

ED2: GRAND TURK SOUTH AND
SALT CAY
•

Renovate the Community Park in Palm Grove
including bathrooms

•

Renovate and upgrade the Kids Park across from
Methodist Church

•

Build a Community Center for North & South Back
Salina with facilities to facilitate interaction between
the elderly and the kids.

•

Develop community based waste management
system to clean the streets this would entail all
residents having 55 gallons garbage bins and
scheduled collection days. .

•

Organize teams of volunteers to visit elderly
residents who live alone (shut-ins) who can no
longer do for themselves to clean their yards once
every 3 months

•

Construction of a state-of-the-art Government
Office Complex Construction of a moderntechnology fish market

•

Redevelopment of Cedar Park, providing a beautiful
environment for the hard-working to relax and
unwind

•

Refurbishment of the South Caicos Regatta village

•

Establishment of a Credit Union for the south
Caicos fishermen

•

Upgrading the community center for young people,
with technological advancements and facilities for
students to study and do homework.

ED 4: NORTH AND MIDDLE CAICOS
•

Build a brand new medium size terminal for North
Caicos Airport

•

Seek to maintain lights on the runway in Middle
Caicos to allow emergency airlift

•

Seek to subsidize flights to and from Middle Caicos
to the Nation’s Capital and to Providenciales

•

Multipurpose fire truck for North Caicos and a
designated driver

•

Seek to attract a developer in conjunction with a
Belonger to establish a Fixed Based Operation
(FBO) with brand new terminal for North Caicos

•

Seek to subsidize flights to and from North Caicos
to the Nation.s Capital and to Providenciales

•

Seek to Complete the 7000 ft. runway

•

Negotiate with a major all inclusive hotel brand for
developments on each of the Twin Islands.

•

Embark on a Bed & Breakfast – ancient home
restoration program for North and Middle Caicos.
Tourist would find great interest in the history and
living experience of the many tabby wall houses
which were once homes to our forefathers. These
could be offered on short term living bases.

•

Develop a villa community for the twin Islands

•

Re-introduce the Road works program
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CONSTITUENCY

CANDIDATES
TAKING OUR COMMUNITIES TO THE NEXT LEVEL

GEORGE

ARTHUR

LIGHTBOURNE

LIGHTBOURNE

PORSHA M.

AMANDA

CLAUDINE

THE BIGHT

CHESHIRE HALL / RICHMOND HILLS

GRAND TURK NORTH

STUBBS SMITH

MISICK

GRAND TURK SOUTH & SALT CAY

EWING PRATT
BLUE HILLS

RUTH

MARK

AKIERRA MARY DEANNE

NORTH & MIDDLE CAICOS

LEEWARD & LONG BAY

BLACKMAN

FULFORD

RACHEL

DAMEKO

FIVE CAYS

WHEELAND

SOUTH CAICOS

TAYLOR

DEAN

MISSICK

ED 5: LEEWARD AND LONGBAY
•

Complete Road Resurfacing in the Long Bay
Subdivision

•

Complete Phase 2 of the Long Bay Water Projec

•

Complete the Long Bay Green Fitness Park

•

Install CCTV Cameras at Key Locations

•

Add Speed Bumps & Fix Roadworks in Leeward
Palms

ED 6: THE BIGHT
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ED 7: CHESHIRE HALL AND
RICHMOND HILL
•

Continue the urban renewal and road works
program in Kew Town

•

Improve the drainage system for the entire Cheshire
Hall and Richmond Hill constituency

•

Construction of a recreational facility in Glass
Shack

•

Build a new Primary School in the constituency of
Cheshire Hall and Richmond Hill

•

Complete the construction of the day care facility
on the park site in Kew town.

•

Re-open the constituency community office

•

Complete Phase II of the Multi-recreational centers

•

Empower and educate residents on sustainable
tourism small business

•

Intensify youth development through arts,
education and sports

•

Develop crime watch groups

•

Develop community action group

•

Increase neighborhood security presence and
enhance community watch program

•

Roll out the Adopt A Block, Keep Blue Hills Clean
campaign

•

Develop drainage systems for fold prone areas.

•

Create community gardens that will encourage
community involvement and develop sense of pride
for our community.
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ED 8: BLUE HILLS

•

Build a community recreational centre

•

Assist with the building of the Senior Citizens Home
and recreational centre

•

Build the Blue Hills Boardwalk that will bring
economic growth to the constituency and beautify
the coastline of the most historic settlement in
Turks and Caicos.

•

Proper town planning that includes development of
new roads and refurbishment of existing roads

•

Working with community groups to develop proper
Community Policing

•

Identify the persons with special needs in the
constituency and offer the necessary assistance to
ensure that they are not lost in the system.

•

Assisting residents with Agricultural projects to for
farming and crops

•

Assist residents with Economic Opportunities
through the Small, Medium and Micro-business
program.

•

Proper Animal Control

•

Proper Lighting

•

Construction of a community center

•

Addressing Millennium Heights concerns with
Priton Development

•

ED 10: WHEELAND

ED 9: FIVE CAYS CONSTITUENCY
•

Commit to refurbishing the Felix Morley Community
Center providing programs and support groups
catered to the educational, mental, social and
physical well-being of constituents, particularly the
youth.

•

To ensure that young people in the community take
advantage of educational opportunities at all levels
of schooling including technical and vocational
programmes.

•

Establish parks to promote social interactions and
family gatherings.

•

Construct a local Craft Market in the Five Cays
Community, creating job opportunities for local craft
vendors.

•

Create support groups for single parents abused
victims and at risk youths.

•

Provide opportunities for local entrepreneurship
opportunities for aspiring business men and
assist in the enhancement of already established
businesses.

•

Advocate for increased infrastructure funding for
the resurfacing and improvement of road networks
in the constituency including sidewalks and lighting.

•

Encourage constituents to maintain the required
standards for dwelling homes and apartments
throughout the constituency through grants and
taking advantage of Invest TCI programme.

•

Improve the surroundings and management of the
Five Cays Cemetery

•

Organize an ED 9 Fishermen’s Association in an
effort to assist the fishermen through grants and
utilizing Invest TCI to enhance their business.

•

Organize a Marching Band for the young people in
the community.

•

Organise Neighbourhood Watch Programmes in the
communities in an effort to aid in deterring crime
and to build better relationships between the police
and the community.

Engage in the beautification and preservation
schemes of the wetlands and protected areas
throughout the constituency and promote a clean
living environment by removing derelict vehicles,
and engaging in continuous clean-up campaigns.
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Vote For Your At-Large Candidate
Ensure you mark your ‘X’ inside the box without touching the lines.
If you touch the line it will be counted as a spoilt ballot.
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