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The critical milestones in the political history of Trinidad and Tobago
have been marked by a common factor: historic general elections
were won by parties formed within a year of those elections.

This was the case when the PNM won in 1956; as it was when the
NAR dethroned the PNM 1986.

In both cases, the leadership ofthe country had collapsed.

History seems to be about to repeat itself.

The country is poised to replace leadership that long ago collapsed.

One of the most critical issues in Trinidad and Tobago is the
empowerment of individuals and their participation in government.
In a democracy, the citizen empowers the government. The citizen's
rights, privileges and responsibilities define the basis of their
relationship with the government and also identify the deliverables
at the community level through a local government system.

Through community-based government, citizens participate in the
political system; they make decisions directly impacting their daily
lives by planning and executing their own solutions to local
problems and issues. To achieve their desired solutions, a
participatory mechanism is required that is close to the people, and
which allows citizens the freedom to choose and to act on their own
behalf.

A community-based democracy will involve the people in the major
decisions that affect their lives and the way our country's resources
are managed and distributed. Strong communities make a strong
nation.

We must define our democracy and sovereignty as one people with
one mission, with leadership at all levels.



ANEW
INDEPENDENCE
Our Sovereignty
Is Not For Sale
In a nation on edge and on the precipice of
economic chaos, the people of Trinidad and
Tobago go to the polls on November 5th, in the
General Election that can be the most critical in
our nation's history.

The people of our twin-island Republic are
confronted by twin threats to the sovereignty of
our country and the sovereignty of the citizens.

A direct threat to the sovereignty of the people
of this nation comes in the form of a new
Constitution, produced in stealth by a man bent
on becoming Executive President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, in which he
surreptitiously confers powers on himself which
far exceed those allowed the President of the
most powerful nation on earth.

The other threat comes in the person of an
international football chieftain in FIFA's
controlling network, who is pumping vast sums
of money into his party's campaign, blatantly
trying to buy an election after having bought a
political party; intent, no doubt, on buying a
country in the process. On whose behalf, time
might yet reveal.

Our nation is at risk from the mismanagement
of the ruling regime and from the excessive
hunger for power of a Prime Minister committed
to crowning himself; and from a global
power-broker with unlimited access to money,
seeking to add a country to his possessions.

While three political parties are competing in
this pivotal Election, voters are really faced with
only two choices.

On the one hand, we have the choice of moving
forward to a new democracy in which the power
of the people will at last be a cardinal principle of
governance, and a land in which justice, in its
many manifestations, will roll down like thunder
from the hills that define our twin islands.

On the other hand, we have the option of
voting to remain shackled to a system and an
administration whose principal purpose is the
expansion of embedded power over the people,
at all costs.

A new democracy will involve the people in the
major decisions that affect their lives and the way
our country's resources are managed and
distributed. The alternative is certain dictatorship
in which the people have diminishing freedom,
restricted voice and choice, and no right to
protest.

No people on the
planet would vote
themselves into
such bondage. The
people of Trinidad
and Tobago are not
about to be the
exception.



We are a conscious and politically aware
society. Our television systems, our radio stations
and our newspapers give us a daily education in
the politics of our nation; and they improve our
capacity to make the right choice on Election
Day.

Day in, day out, we are routinely exposed to
executions; carnage on our roads; the brazen
murder of trial witnesses; and the collapse of
court trials. We seewarring among leaders in the
PNM and the UNC. We see the despair of our
youth who look in vain for role models in the
current government leadership.

We see the extravagant contracts and the
inevitable cost overruns on multi-million-dollar
government projects. We seedesperate mothers
with babes in arms lamenting the rising cost of
essential foods. We see the loss of peoples'
homes and possessions from the floods that
come whenever it rains.

In the face of such hardship, we hear the
Minister of Works speaking of a ten-year plan to
curb flooding; even as $150 million dollars of
palatial housing goes up overnight, next to
Queen's Hall.

your vote for the Congress of the People on
November 5th can save our country from
looming dictatorship, and from continued
indifference to the people's problems while
insiders in the ruling regime use high office to
illicitly accumulate vast personal wealth.

The Congress of the People is the alternative to
these evils.

The ultimate task of a Congress of the People
Prime Minister is to defend the sovereignty of the
people and the sovereignty of the state from an
externally financed predator, and from a
politician who would be Emperor.

As Prime Minister of a COP Government, my
most urgent mission will be to bring prompt relief
to the vulnerable in our society who are
defenceless against rising prices and rising crime;
and to give our nation's youth a chance to be all
they can be.

Towards these ends, and for the benefit of these
groups, a Congress of the People Government
will initiate a number of targeted measures,
immediately upon being elected:

• We will reduce VAT from the current 15
percent, to 10 percent

• We will deliver a free laptop computer to
every student in the secondary school system
and in our vocational schools

• Starting from the commencement of the
2008 school year, we will provide every
primary and secondary school student with
two complete school uniform kits, annually

• We will establish a universal pension plan
under which every citizen will be entitled to a
minimum pension on reaching the age of
sixty

• As an immediate measure to curb crime, we
will introduce legislation to provide for the
automatic suspension or cancellation of
driving permits held by persons charged for
crimes involving firearms, bladed weapons
and by persons using motor vehicles in
committing crimes

The suspension or cancellation of driver's
permits will be a sentence to run consecutive
to other sentences for designated offenses;
including driving under the influence of
drugs or alcohol



A community-based democracy will
involve the people in the major
decisions that affect their lives and the
way our country's resources are
managed and distributed. Strong
communities make a strong nation.

• Among a number of measures geared to
promote responsible driving, a Congress of
the People Government will introduce Safe
Road Use as a subject on the schools
curriculum at the Lower Sixth level

• Introduce practical driving instruction for
sixth formers, as part of the education
experience

• To aid in curbing crime, a Congress of the
People Government will, within 90 days of
governing, introduce electronic bracelets
for prisoners on remand, and those on bail
awaiting trial for designated offenses

• A COPGovernment will widen the gate to
education by funding post-graduate study
programmes, in addition to undergraduate
tertiary programmes

• We will widen the reach of the GATE
programme to validate the many outside of
the academic stream who are gifted with
multiple intelligences which represent
immense social capital and substantial
intellectual equity for the country

• A Congress of the People Government will
expand the Hugh Wooding Law School to
accept the thousands of nationals holding
LLBs from institutions other than the
University of the West Indies

• Champion the rights of women, and
mandate that women be adequately
represented on the Boards of Directors of all
state-related entities; and asCommissioners
in all statutory authorities.

• If appointed as Prime Minister, I will, in the
first working session of the new Parliament
introduce legislation requiring equal pay for
equal work.

These are all practical measures which can be
funded from the savings a COPgovernment will
achieve by cutting out waste in government
spending. Related to this, we will, as a key
priority, introduce a new regime for procurement
on big budget government projects. This will be
rigidly enforced and should there be any
violation, it will be a case of "one strike and you
are out"!

For the past year, the Congress of the People
has been preparing to govern. We are ready to
govern, and we mean business. You, the voters,
can make it happen.

you have a choice on Election Day. No one will
know how you vote unless you tell them. I urge
you to use your vote to save our country from
dictatorship.

Iurge you to vote for a fresh start for Trinidad
and Tobago. I urge you to vote for the Congress
of the People.With your vote and support for the
COP,there can be a whole new world, and a new
independence in a Trinidad and Tobago whose
sovereignty is indivisible and impregnable.

A direct threat to the sovereignty of
the people of this nation comes in the
form of a new Constitution, produced in
stealth by a man bent on becoming
Executive President of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago, in which he
surreptitiously confers powers on himself
which far exceed those allowed the
President of the most powerful nation on
earth .
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