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The critical milestones in the political history of Trinidad and Tobago
have been marked by a common factor: historic general elections
were won by parties formed within a year of those elections.
This was the case when the PNM won in 1956; as it was when the
NAR dethroned the PNM 1986.
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In both cases, the leadership ofthe country had collapsed.
History seems to be about to repeat itself.
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The country is poised to replace leadership that long ago collapsed.
One of the most critical issues in Trinidad and Tobago is the
empowerment of individuals and their participation in government.
In a democracy, the citizen empowers the government. The citizen's
rights, privileges and responsibilities
define the basis of their
relationship with the government and also identify the deliverables
at the community level through a local government system.
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Through community-based
government, citizens participate in the
political system; they make decisions directly impacting their daily
lives by planning and executing their own solutions to local
problems
and issues. To achieve their desired solutions, a
participatory mechanism is required that is close to the people, and
which allows citizens the freedom to choose and to act on their own
behalf.
A community-based
democracy will involve the people in the major
decisions that affect their lives and the way our country's resources
are managed and distributed. Strong communities make a strong
nation.
We must define our democracy and sovereignty
one mission, with leadership at all levels.

as one people with

While three political parties are competing in
this pivotal Election, voters are really faced with
only two choices.

On

ANEW
INDEPENDENCE
Our Sovereignty
Is Not For Sale
In a nation

on edge and on the precipice of
economic chaos, the people of Trinidad and
Tobago go to the polls on November 5th, in the
General Election that can be the most critical in
our nation's history.
The people of our twin-island Republic are
confronted by twin threats to the sovereignty of
our country and the sovereignty of the citizens.

A direct threat to the sovereignty

of the people
of this nation comes in the form of a new
Constitution, produced in stealth by a man bent
on becoming Executive President of the
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, in which he
surreptitiously confers powers on himself which
far exceed those allowed the President of the
most powerful nation on earth.
The other threat comes in the person of an
international
football
chieftain
in FIFA's
controlling network, who is pumping vast sums
of money into his party's campaign, blatantly
trying to buy an election after having bought a
political party; intent, no doubt, on buying a
country in the process. On whose behalf, time
might yet reveal.
Our nation is at risk from the mismanagement
of the ruling regime and from the excessive
hunger for power of a Prime Minister committed
to crowning himself; and from a global
power-broker with unlimited access to money,
seeking to add a country to his possessions.

the one hand, we have the choice of moving
forward to a new democracy in which the power
of the people will at last be a cardinal principle of
governance, and a land in which justice, in its
many manifestations, will roll down like thunder
from the hills that define our twin islands.

On

the other hand, we have the option of
voting to remain shackled to a system and an
administration whose principal purpose is the
expansion of embedded power over the people,
at all costs.

A new democracy will involve the people in the
major decisions that affect their lives and the way
our country's resources are managed and
distributed. The alternative is certain dictatorship
in which the people have diminishing freedom,
restricted voice and choice, and no right to
protest.
No people on the
planet would vote
themselves
into
such bondage. The
people of Trinidad
and Tobago are not
about to be the
exception.

We
are a conscious and politically
aware
society. Our television systems, our radio stations
and our newspapers give us a daily education in
the politics of our nation; and they improve our
capacity to make the right choice on Election

Day.
Day in, day out, we are routinely exposed to
executions; carnage on our roads; the brazen
murder of trial witnesses; and the collapse of
court trials. We see warring among leaders in the
PNM and the UNC. We see the despair of our
youth who look in vain for role models in the
current government leadership.
We
see the extravagant contracts and the
inevitable cost overruns on multi-million-dollar
government projects. We see desperate mothers
with babes in arms lamenting the rising cost of
essential foods. We see the loss of peoples'
homes and possessions from the floods that
come whenever it rains.

The ultimate task of a Congress of the People
Prime Minister is to defend the sovereignty of the
people and the sovereignty of the state from an
externally financed predator, and from a
politician who would be Emperor.
As Prime Minister of a COP Government, my
most urgent mission will be to bring prompt relief
to the vulnerable in our society who are
defenceless against rising prices and rising crime;
and to give our nation's youth a chance to be all
they can be.
Towards these ends, and for the benefit of these
groups, a Congress of the People Government
will initiate a number of targeted measures,
immediately upon being elected:
•

We will reduce VAT from the current 15
percent, to 10 percent

•

We will deliver a free laptop computer to
every student in the secondary school system
and in our vocational schools

•

Starting from the commencement of the
2008 school year, we will provide every
primary and secondary school student with
two complete school uniform kits, annually

•

We will establish a universal pension plan
under which every citizen will be entitled to a
minimum pension on reaching the age of
sixty

•

As an immediate measure to curb crime, we
will introduce legislation to provide for the
automatic suspension or cancellation of
driving permits held by persons charged for
crimes involving firearms, bladed weapons
and by persons using motor vehicles in
committing crimes

In

the face of such hardship, we hear the
Minister of Works speaking of a ten-year plan to
curb flooding; even as $150 million dollars of
palatial housing goes up overnight, next to
Queen's Hall.

your vote for the Congress of the People on
November 5th can save our country from
looming dictatorship, and from continued
indifference to the people's problems while
insiders in the ruling regime use high office to
illicitly accumulate vast personal wealth.
The Congress of the People is the alternative to
these evils.

The suspension or cancellation of driver's
permits will be a sentence to run consecutive
to other sentences for designated offenses;
including driving under the influence of
drugs or alcohol

•

A

community-based
democracy will
involve the people
in the major
decisions that affect their lives and the
way our country's
resources
are
managed
and
distributed.
Strong
communities make a strong nation.

•

Among a number of measures geared to
promote responsible driving, a Congress of
the People Government will introduce Safe
Road Use as a subject on the schools
curriculum at the Lower Sixth level

•

Introduce practical driving instruction for
sixth formers, as part of the education
experience

•

To aid in curbing crime, a Congress of the
People Government will, within 90 days of
governing, introduce electronic bracelets
for prisoners on remand, and those on bail
awaiting trial for designated offenses

•

A COP Government will widen the gate to
education by funding post-graduate study
programmes, in addition to undergraduate
tertiary programmes

•

We will widen the reach of the GATE
programme to validate the many outside of
the academic stream who are gifted with
multiple intelligences which represent
immense social capital and substantial
intellectual equity for the country

•

A Congress of the People Government will
expand the Hugh Wooding Law School to
accept the thousands of nationals holding
LLBs from institutions other than the
University of the West Indies

•

Champion the rights of women, and
mandate that women be adequately
represented on the Boards of Directors of all
state-related entities; and as Commissioners
in all statutory authorities.

If appointed as Prime Minister, I will, in the
first working session of the new Parliament
introduce legislation requiring equal pay for
equal work.

These are all practical measures which can be
funded from the savings a COP government will
achieve by cutting out waste in government
spending. Related to this, we will, as a key
priority, introduce a new regime for procurement
on big budget government projects. This will be
rigidly enforced and should there be any
violation, it will be a case of "one strike and you
are out"!
For the past year, the Congress of the People
has been preparing to govern. We are ready to
govern, and we mean business. You, the voters,
can make it happen.
you have a choice on Election Day. No one will
know how you vote unless you tell them. I urge
you to use your vote to save our country from
dictatorship.

I

urge you to vote for a fresh start for Trinidad
and Tobago. I urge you to vote for the Congress
of the People. With your vote and support for the
COP,there can be a whole new world, and a new
independence in a Trinidad and Tobago whose
sovereignty is indivisible and impregnable.

A

direct threat to the sovereignty of
the people of this nation comes in the
form of a new Constitution, produced in
stealth by a man bent on becoming
Executive President of the Republic of
Trinidad and Tobago, in which he
surreptitiously confers powers on himself
which far exceed those allowed the
President of the most powerful nation on
earth .
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We willgive every student a card that willallow them free
bus transport and discounts on educational supplies.
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A COP Govemment will
widen the gate to education
by funding post-graduate
study programmes,
in
addition to undergraduate
tertiary programmes.
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ilestone

The critical milestones
in the political history of
Trinidad and Tobago
have been marked by a
common factor: historic
general elections were
won by parties formed
within a year of those
elections.

We will establish a universal
pension plan under which every
citizen will be entitled to a
minimum pension on reaching
the age of sixty.
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If appointed as Prime Minister, I
wil~in the first working session of
the new Parliament introduce
legislation requiring equal paylor
equal work.
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We will widen the reach of the
GA T.Eprograme to validate the
many outside of the academic
stream who are gifted with
multiple intelligences which
represent immense social capital
and
substancial intellectual
equity for the country•

cho

Starting from the commencement of the 2008 school
year, we will provide every primary and secondary
school student with two complete school uniform
kits, annually.

NATION

IN CRISIS

COLLAPSE OF LEADERSHIP
Our nation is at risk because of the mismanagement of the ruling
regime, whose key governing technique has been to build, buy or
hire the most expensive options in every circumstance.

Carolyn
Seepersad-8achan
Pointe-A-Pierre

A "start up" syndrome has ignored the real problems of the people. A
spend and splurge mentality has seen a government focus on big
buildings, big blimps and big budgets, all to the neglect of the plight
of the small man.
The end of our leadership crisis begins with a change of government
on November 5th.

SSe, MSe (Elee. Eng.)
Former Lecturer at
The University of the West Indies (Dept. of

ASSAULT ON CRIME
The ruling regime's ad hoc approach to crime management focuses
on public relations hype and calculated diversions like the blimp,
helicopters, and the eye in the sky. It includes "scattershot" measures
randomly deployed with no planning or follow-through; passing the
buck to others for the crime problem; repeated denials that a serious
problem exists; and abject failure to protect witnesses and get
convictions.
THE COP CRIME MANAGEMENT ACTION PLAN is structured on
operational strategies for three levels.The 'primary' level focuses on
preventing crime; the 'secondary' level focuses on redirecting the
energies of potential wrongdoers; the 'tertiary' level focuses on the
criminal justice system.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Establish rehabilitation programmes for convicted offenders,
ensuring that upon release, they possess marketable skills that
equip them for available jobs together with social skills such as
anger management and communication, to enable them to
function in the society

•

Take a zero-tolerance policy with minor offences, as well as
serious crimes

•

Ensure an effective, workable witness protection programme

•

Rescue the Police Service from the effects of chronic, long-term
neglect by:
• Bringing all facilities up to prescribed standard for the
comfort, convenience and security of police officers
• Putting in place a police vehicle maintenance programme,
employing adequate facilities, to keep the police
fleet in top condition
• Expanding the police fleet of vehicles so that no station is
without adequate officer transport
• Providing officers with better protective gear and firearms
• Increasing the number of officers recruited and trained
annually, to meet the current shortage of over' ,000 officers
• Organising up-to-date training in investigative methods,
self-defense and defensive driving techniques
• Outfitting all police vehicles with online capability, linked to
all police databases
• Establishing a modern Police Academy

Anand Ramlogan
Tabaquite
LLB University of the West Indies
LLM, University of London

The COP will direct the Police Service to focus their efforts and their
expertise where it can really make a difference. Relevant measures
will include:
•

Hiring civilian staff to handle general administrative

•

Enabling officers to access specialized training

•

Providing the police with people management and crisis
management training

•

Introducing closed circuitTV systems in communities, shopping
and commercial areas in partnerships between the police and
the business community

•

Replace Police Prosecutors with Attorneys at Law, as State
Prosecutors

•

Introduce electronic tagging for:
• Accused persons released on bail
• Remand prisoners awaiting trial
• Convicted prisoners on parole
• Accused who have been granted an alternative
option

•

Establish night courts to reduce backlogs

duties

sentencing

Attorney-at-Law
Well-known Human Rights Activist
Stands for Social Justice, Equality and
Fairness

•

Enact legislation to suspend the driving permits of:
• Personscharged with acts of violence, including the use of
fire arms and bladed weapons
• Personson bail for crimes including the theft of motor
vehicles, the use of motor vehicles in the commission
of burglary, rape, robbery and kidnapping. This suspension
will be in addition to and consecutive with imprisonment

Hon. Ganga Singh
MP Caroni East

•

Enact legislation to give victims of crime and their relatives
opportunities to address the court prior to sentencing

•

Enact"victim's voices" legislation to permit live transmission of
court proceedings

•

Introduce a community-based policing initiative which will
create a framework for police and law-abiding residentsto
collaborate on strategies to:
• Focuson the most vulnerable particularly women, children,
the homeless, the disabled, minorities and the impoverished
• Reduce the fear of crime within communities
• Add a proactive role asopposed to the reactive role
traditionally played by the police

Bachelor of Law (LLB),U.w.1.
Masters (LLM),
Boston University Law School
Former Minister of Government

EQUAL JUSTICE FOR ALL
A properly functioning Criminal Justice System is of crucial
importance if we are to work towards a just society.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Establisha Ministry of Justice with an initial mandate to overhaul
the criminal justice system so as to achieve the following
objectives:
• Ensuring that justice is delivered on time
• Initiating a proper service for victims and witnesses
• Rebalancingthe criminal justice systemin favour of
law-abiding citizens
• Simplifying, streamlining and speeding up the prosecution
and court system

•

Through the Ministry of Justice, collaborate with all stakeholders
in the criminal justice system to ensure that from the point of
investigation to the arrest of an offender, through trial and
ultimate release of prisoners, the system works smoothly to
ensure swift justice and rehabilitation of prisoners

•

Provide the judiciary with the required infrastructure

•

Introduce a victims of crime Bill of Rights which will provide
among other things, counseling, compensation
and frequent
updates on the status of investigations and compensation for
witnesses and relatives of victims

•

Introduce a Witness Charter which will protect witness identity,
where appropriate,
and provide witness protection
where
necessary

•

Make the DNA legislation
technology

•

Enhance the case
progression officers

•

work

management

and improve

system,

available

involving

DNA

case

Marlene Coudray

Introduce dedicated Violent Crimes Courts

San Fernando West
Chief Executive Officer of the San

•

Ensure a workable plea bargaining

•

system

Implement restorative justice to rehabilitate criminals so as to
reduce the incidence of repeat offenders. As part of this initiative,
the COP will:
• Reform prison conditions and review penalties, sentencing
and probation
• Encourage rehabilitation by establishing half-way homes
• Introduce programmes to tackle illiteracy, unemployment
and homelessness, in collaboration with NGO's

BREAKING THE POVERTY CYCLE
The Congress of the People recognizes that the social fabric has
unravelled. The levels of poverty and inattention to the needs of the
disadvantaged are unacceptable. We propose to rebuild the social
basis on which the nation will alleviate poverty, using a holistic,
rights-based, multi-cultural, multi-modal approach.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Develop programmes and strategies to address the needs of
specific populations including single mothers, the disabled, the
aged, the infirm, widows and orphans. A COP government will
collaborate with NGOs,faith-based organisations and the private
sector to deliver these programmes

•

Partner with NGOs to deliver programmes in rehabilitation,
income support, skills support and personal guidance and
counseling, including:
• Day carefacilities, homework centres, mentoring systems,
meal delivery to the aged and infirm, career guidance etc.

Fernando City Corporation
Former Deputy Town Clerk ofthe Point
Fortin Corporation

Internal Auditor
Member of the Board for
Poverty Reduction

•

For each target community, create and implement an economic
development plan, an infrastructural development plan, and
community support services

CHANGING IITEN DAYS"
TO FULL-TIME JOBS
It is tragic that for so many decades previous administrations have
failed miserably to provide jobs to take people off make-work
programmes.
CEPEPand URPworkers have no options for advancement, no paid
vacations, no sick leave, no pension.
No employer will get away with the way the government has been
treating so many special project workers for such a long time.
A COP government will put an end to the unfair employment
practices and will treat their workers with respect and dignity.
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Government will
improve on the
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ensuring that all
workers have
access to the
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A Congress of the People Government will improve on the CEPEP
model in the following ways:
•

It will ensure that all workers have accessto the benefits enjoyed
by permanent employees

•

It will focus on income-generating activities and the creation of
self-employment opportunities.

•

The programme will ensure that CEPEPworkers are available to
the private sector on placement by a dedicated government
agency

FLOOD CONTROL NOW
The Congress of the People Government will work with all agencies
and NGO'sinvolved in management of the environment in an effort
to mitigate further degradation of the land and coastal areas.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Require the Environmental Management Authority to enforce all
the rules and regulations of the Environmental Management Act,
1995

•

Submit an annual report to Parliament recording complaints
received and resolved, and investigations completed
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•

Conform to international

•

Undertake replanting of the Northern Range in a scientific and
orderly manner using the Green Fund which has accumulated
over one billion dollars. This Fund is a levy, established under the
Finance Act of 1987 on the private sector's profits, to tackle
massive reforestation primarily in the Northern Range

•

environmental

obligations

Institute
environmental
awareness
programmes throughout the nation

and

preservation

FREEING UP TRAFFIC
Traffic congestion is having severe economic, social, health and
environmental impacts and degrading our natural and built
environment.
The entire population and particularly groups at the lowest income
level are straining to cope with the increasing cost of transportation.
The ruling regime has adopted a "decide, announce, and defend"
procedure for project implementation. Failure to engage the
population in meaningful, informed decision-making on relevant
issuesexposes us to significant inefficiencies and inequities.
The Congress of the People proposes a collaborative,
interdisciplinary approach that involves all stakeholders to develop
mobility improvements that fit the physical setting and preserve
scenic, aesthetic, historic and environmental resources, while
maintaining safety.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Give voice to communities by establishing early and ongoing
public involvement in developing plans and projects. Public
involvement will allow state bodies to understand the impacts
anticipated by the community

•

Support the position taken by the Association of Professional
Engineers of Trinidad and Tobago and others, that realistic
budget limitations have to be placed on construction plans and
programmes

•

Reduce peak-time road usage by promoting alternative work
hours, including a compressed work week, staggered hours and
flexi-time for public servants
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promoting
aIternative work
hours, including a
compressed work
week, staggered
hours and
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public servants.
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Decentralize government by situating a larger portion of services
in rural areas
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•

Establish secure "park and ride" facilities and provide
services within the capital city and its environs

•

Establish a Transit Authority to serve as commissioner for the
needs of all users of public transport and to administer a
well-organised
transit system delivering
reliable passenger
transport

•

Establish a district-specific,
dedicated school bus service to
ensure safe and reliable transport for primary school children

•

Employ intelligent transport systems for monitoring traffic
incidents on the routes, including a Traffic Management Centre
and CCTV

•

Use helicopters and radios to report on peak-hour traffic
conditions

•

Dedicate additional lanes being constructed on the Churchill
Roosevelt Highway and the Uriah Butler highway as High
Occupancy Vehicle Lanes. Monitor HOV lanes using strategically
located video cameras

Desmond Lambert
Princes Town South /
Tableland
Former Assistant
Commissioner of Police
Has served in Police Divisions all over
Trinidad for over 30 years

shuttle

PARTICIPATORY
O·MOC
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Genuine democracy requires transparency, participation and
accountability. This is what the Congress of the People will provide. If
we change the lives of people in communities, we will change the life
of the nation.
A COPgovernment will provide citizens and communities with the
opportunity to determine what priorities, projects and services will
be delivered to their respective communities.
We will ensure that Regional Corporations and Municipalities
discharge their responsibility for basic infrastructure, maintenance,
services and other facilities, which are approved but not currently
provided.
We will provide local government with the necessary funding and
other resources from the central government to enable them to
deliver quality services to the communities.
A Congress of the People Government
government through:

will transform

local

•

Devolution of authority and resources, within national policy
guidelines, from central government ministries such as
Community Development, Housing, Social Welfare, Sports,
Planning & Development

•

Equitable financial allocation to regions

•

Adoption of the THA model for regional development planning

•

Collaborative governance procedures

•

Regional coordination of the delivery of water, electricity and
telephones

•

Community-based security and rehabilitation arrangements

•

Expanded responsibilities and increased compensation for local
representatives

Hon. Gillian Lucky
St. Joseph
Current MP for Pointe-a-Pierre
Attorney-at-Law
Former Junior Minister in the Ministry of
the Attorney General and Legal Affairs
Calypsonian
Activist in Crime Fighting Initiatives

CONsnrunONALREFORM
The Congress of the People will, as a matter of urgency, engage the
population in consultations for Constitutional Reform as anchored to
the bedrock principle that the Constitution should emerge out of the
collective will and judgment of the people of Trinidad and Tobago. If
necessary a COPGovernment will table amendments to provide for
and/or strengthen provisions for:
•

Checks and balances to safeguard against the abuse of power

•

Respect for the voices of minorities, as well as those of the
majority

•

A free press unfettered by government
uncompromised by government preference

nUTA representative for Coryal High
School

•

Accessto official information

Executive Member of Squadron Sports
Club

•

Integrity in public life

Executive Officer of LopinotlLa Pastora
CounclJ

•

Eradication of corruption

•

A right of recall for non-performing parliamentary representatives

•

A fixed election date

•

Opportunities for a referendum process

•

Limiting the Chief Executive to two successive terms as head of
Government

Jerome Chaitan
Lopinot / Bon Air
University Honors Degree

Village

intimidation

and

Towards these ends, a COPGovernment will establish a Constitution
Commission to engage in the widest possible consultation as a
pre-requisite to constitutional reform. The COPis strongly of the view
that the relationship between the Tobago House of Assembly and the
Central Government needs to be revisited, with particular reference
to the aspirations of the people of Tobago. The terms of the
Constitution Commission will extend to the legislative provisions
touching upon the THA and the unique status of Tobago.

TOBAGO SIDE-BY-SIDE
The Congress of the People assuresthe right of Tobago to autonomy
within the unitary state and we support the aspirations of the people
of Tobago to stand side by side with the people of Trinidad.
The COPwill be responsive to the legitimate demands of the people
of Tobago for the provision of basic government services within the
island.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Enact laws for more effective administration of Tobago

•

Create aTobago police force to ensure the enforcement of all laws

•

Collaborate with all interest groups to devise policies designed by
the people of Tobago and in the best interest of Tobago

•

Equitably settle all matters pertaining to Tobago's land and
coastal waters

•

Establish a Tobago Public Service Commission

•

RemoveVATfrom food and building supplies in Tobago

Hulsie Bhaggan
Couva North
Lecturer & Management
Consultant - Arthur Lok Jack Graduate
School of Business (UWI)
Clinical Director & Administrator - New

life Ministries Drug Rehabilitation Centre

OPPORTUNITY
FOR ALL
URBAN REBIRTH
Port-of Spain North / St. Anns West, Port-of-Spain South, Laventille
Eastand West are interconnected urban constituencies that surround
and include the capital city of Port-of-Spain. They have suffered
perennial neglect under successiveadministrations. There is need for
dramatic intervention to change the circumstances of these
communities. The Congress of the People will undertake a pilot
project in community-based urban rebirth.
There has been no government concern for the restoration,
preservation, conservation and promotion of the historical and
cultural heritage of these communities. Moreso, sections of the
capital city of Port-of-Spain are an embarrassment to the nation.
To trigger a rebirth in the urban areas,
a Congress of the People Government will:
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•

Improve the physical environment in residential and commercial
areas

•

Decentralize decision-making authority and resources and ensure
participation by residents in joint community effort

•

Encourage the involvement of the people in the governance
process

•

Establish opportunity zones in these constituencies, with special
incentives for community-owned, micro- and small business
ventures and for larger-scale enterprises

•

Enable communities to document and archive their historical and
cultural heritage for posterity, while at the same time restoring,
preserving , conserving and packaging the rich heritage for
economic gain

•

Engage residents in these communities in neighbourhood watch
groups to combat crime and delinquency and establish a safer,
cleaner environment

•

Enable the poor, the disabled, the aged, single parents, and other
vulnerable groups to enjoy a decent standard of living

•

Identify and protect Heritage Properties in these communities
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PROPELLING OUR YOUTH
Young people will be at the centre of a Congress of the People
Government. We will shape an environment in which our young
people will be centrally engaged in building our nation.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Reform the education system to respond to the full range of
educational needs of our youth-emotional,
physical, cultural
and spiritual, as well as academic

•

Assist youth in making the transition to the working world by
providing for practical assistance, financial incentives and
technical support programmes to aid young people in either
creating their own businesses or joining the workforce as
employees

•

Ensurethat youth enjoy equal accessto the full range of services
to meet their unique health needs

•

Reduce the risk and rates of drug abuse among youth by
developing healthy lifestyles and building effective support
networks at the family and community levels

•

Ensure equal and open opportunity for all youth in education,
culture and employment

•

Enhance accessfor young people by providing better funding for
leisure and entertainment

•

Give voice to Trinidad & Tobago's youth culture by ensuring
adequate funding for youth-driven cultural activities

•

Remove barriers to Internet and other technologies and
non-traditional,
encourage
skills
development
in
technology-driven fields

•

Engage citizens under 30 in the life and governance of our society
by promoting and providing assistance to youth organizations
within institutions of all types-local and national government,
media, international forums, and NGOs

•

Appoint young people to the Boards of Directors of state entities
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LIFE BEGINS AT 60
We owe it to our seniors to reward them for their contribution to our
nation.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Provide adequate facilities and dedicated services for the elderly

•

Protect the rig hts of the elderly

•

Fund privately operated personal care facilities based on strict
guidelines

•

Establish a mandatory requirement that all homes giving care to
the elderly be registered with a central or community-based
authority and inspected frequently. They must have medical
personnel assigned to them

•

Monitor those who provide care to the elderly to ensure that their
compensation packages are adequate for the essential service
they provide

•

Train and certify all caregivers through registered training
institutions. Monitor the curriculum and the quality of training
provided

•

Provide in the budget
governmentalorganisations

•

Ensure that the elderly have efficient and affordable accessto all
forms of transportation - land, sea and air

•

Provide guidelines and/or develop
environments "elderly friendly"

•

Provide incentives for medical students to specialize in Geriatric
Medicine to care for our aging population in Trinidad and Tobago

•

Develop school-based programmes to promote interaction
between the young and the elderly in their communities

Kevin Ratiram
Oropouche West
Attorney-at-Law
Founding Member and Vice President of
Rotary Club of Penal (Rotarian of the
Year)

Former Executive Member of Naparima
Old Boys'Association
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HERE EVERY GENDER, CREED AND RACE
FINDS AN EQUAL PLACE
The Congress of the People will promote gender equity and
champion the interests of women. We will shape public policy and
implement practices which are gender-sensitive.
The COPvision is for a more gender-sensitive society with a greater
awarenessof women's issuesand rights.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

•

Champion the rights of women and mandate that women be
adequately represented in the boards of all state-related entities
and as commissioners in all statutory authorities
Champion legislation with particular relevance to women's needs
including equal pay for equal work; equal opportunity in the
workplace; and universal maternity benefits

•

Strengthen legislation relating to domestic abuse and other forms
of violence against women and children; health and safety issues;
accessto premium health care; antenatal care; and the HIV/AIDS
pandemic

•

Strengthen the social service delivery sector to protect women's
rights and enhance women's welfare

•

Ensurethat the language of all legislation and public documents
is gender-sensitive

•

Promote legislative and cultural reform to ensure that men are
protected from abuse as effectively as women

•

Conduct gender-disaggregated studies of youth employment
which assist planners in job creation for boys/men and
girls/women as alternative to idleness, deviant behavior, or
criminal employment. These findings should also be used to
guide to curriculum development

•

Develop male-specific training and employment programmes
especially in at-risk communities

Rodger Samuel
Arima
Degrees in Church Ministry and
Christian Training
Pastor of Christian Restoration Centre
Manager of Christian Primary Academy

Founder of the foundation for Better
Ufe

CHILDREN ARE THE WORLD
A Congress of the People Government will:

Jamal Mohammed

•

Ensure that all provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the
Child are passed into law

•

Operationalise the Children's Authority

•

Train more pediatricians and make their services more available in
the public health care system

•

Increase measures for early identification and treatment of HIVinfected children.

•

Provide continuous training for teachers and other caregivers for
youth with regard to values education; alternatives for instilling
discipline; detecting learning problems and other disabilities in
children; managing conflict and otherwise facilitating the healthy
physical and emotional development of the child

•

Develop a coherent childcare policy that is acceptable to all,
regardless of cultural differences

•

Establish standards for all child care facilities. All facilities will be
registered with a central or community-based authority,
inspected annually, and assigned medical personnel

•

Monitor and control those employed in the provision of care to
children to ensure that the compensation packages are adequate
for the essential service they provide

•

Establish guidance centers and assign Guidance Counselors in all
primary and secondary schools

•

Review the reach and quality of preschool education; and
upgrade requirements, training and remuneration for preschool
teachers

Barataria/San Juan
Graduate ofValsayn Teachers Academy
22 years teaching experience
Co-host/Producer:
• Mastana Bahar
• Children of Mastana
• Indian Cultural Pageant
ofT&T

AIDING THE DIFFERENTLY ABLED
The Congress of the People recognizes the differently-abled as
possessing potential which we need to develop for the well-being of
the entire nation. The COPwill fully integrate persons with disabilities
into the society and provide the highest standards of specialized
education, health care and social services to assist them to achieve
personal independence and reach their fullest potential.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

•

Ensurethat persons with disabilities enjoy full equality, especially
in the areas of employment and accessibility to sites, buildings,
services,and land, air and seatransportation
Provide health care facilities with the assessment tools necessary
for early detection of disabilities

Nicole Dyer
Diego Martin
Member of cOP National Executive
Represented T&T at Miss Universe 1999

MA, Mass Communications

•

For every ten preschools, provide at least one early intervention
centre providing specialized treatment for persons with
disabilities

•

Train specialist teachers in a two-year diploma course in early
intervention techniques. Include special classes in all primary
schools for slow learners

•

Institute a regime of tax concessions on devices and apparatus
used by the disabled

•

Include rehabilitation centers in the national health care plan

•

Assign special education teachers to all school districts

LITERACY DEVELOPMENT
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Provide increased government funding of NGOs working on
literacy programmes

•

Expand the meaning of literacy to include a second language

•

Utilise expertise of local linguists

•

Encourage reading as a pastime and enhance the image of
reading in the eyes of young people

Registered Nurse

RESPONDING TO THE AIDS PANDEMIC
A Congress of the People Government will:
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•

Provide free care and treatment, including counseling services
and up-to-date anti-viral and anti-retroviral drugs

•

Establish an HIV/AIDSworkplace policy

•

Develop culturally relevant public sensitization programmes
designed to change behavior and eliminate fear stigmatizaton,
and myths about the disease

•

Reform legislation to protect the rights of the infected from all
forms of discrimination, in particular with respect to employment

•

Implement legislation to protect the rights of the un-infected
such as disclosure of infection for marriage and mandatory
testing of pregnant mothers to allow babies the opportunity to be
born HIV-negative

•

Provide care facilities for those who have been made homeless as
a result of the disease

•

Provide counselling and training for families and care-givers

CHANGING
DIRECTIONS
REVERSING FISCAL LUNACY
Politics without economics as practiced by the ruling regime has led
to ill-conceived political decisions which have created our country's
distorted and mismanaged economy. Politics must set it right. Our
mismanaged economy has resulted in:
•

No sustainable national development policy

•

Misdirected priorities, placing buildings before people
development

•

Misallocated national resources

•

Mismanagement of the massive transfer payments from the
energy sector into mostly unproductive activities
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: Economic,
Monetary and
Fiscal policy is
designed to
enable Trinidad
and Tobago to
compete in the
global economy.
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A COPgovernment will address the mismanaged economy. We must
also address the distortions and impact on our society.
The mismanaged economy has distorted the culture and behaviour
of the entire society, and has had a corrupting influence on all
economic, social and political activities. The fledgling democracy has
been replaced by a creeping dictatorship.
The mismanaged economy has diverted critical national resources
and economic activities to unproductive purposes. It has shifted the
focus from hard work, productivity, wealth creation and long term
sustainable development, to short term measures for the sake of
political advantage.
The mismanaged economy has destabilized the society and its major
institutions. The huge transfer payments from the energy sector have
been used to sustain political power. While the rich have been
getting richer, more people have now been ranked as working poor
and numbers of those dependent on the state for employment have
also increased.
The ruling regime, with its misplaced economic priorities, has not
dealt with the increased threat to our safety and security from the
powerful illicit drug economy.
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Drug transfer payments have been flowing into this country causing
not only violence but major economic distortions, impacting all
aspects and levels of our society.
The Congress of the People is ready to set the politics and the
economics right. A COP government will reclaim our country and
chart a new direction for the future.

Economic, Monetary

La Toya Callender
Laventille East
Executive Director of the
Movement for Socioeconomic
Empowerment
Community Service to the FireService,
YouthClub, Salvation Armyand
Methodist Youth in Action
PoliticalCritic,Poet, Writer and
Composerof Music

and Fiscal Measures

The Congress of the People Economic, Monetary and Fiscal policy is
designed to enable Trinidad and Tobago to compete in the global
economy. This means that we will compete for markets, for
technology, for skills and for investment. This focus will facilitate
growth
and development,
reduce poverty, accommodate
urbanization, increase living standards and create sustainable jobs.
An enabling environment is a prerequisite for investment and
growth. Accordingly, the COPwill assume responsibility for providing
security, ensuring social contracts, managing the macro economy,
and shaping industrial policy.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Align government's fiscal policies more closely to the Central
Bank's monetary policies

•

Introduce measures to increase domestic savings,to facilitate low
interest rates for investment, expand the domestic market and
lower the rate of inflation

•

Allocate resources and provide incentives to encourage research
and innovation, particularly in the non-energy and services
sectors

•

Review and redress regulatory barriers to investment, and
processesthat unnecessarily increase the cost of doing business

•

Implement measures that
consumption and savings

•

Implement strategies to ensure more equitable income
distribution to correct the weakening of the social structure

•

Promote the efficient use of human skills and natural resources

result

in

a balance

between

•

Function with a high degree of fiscal integrity
and good
governance. There will be zero tolerance for corrupt practices and
wasteful expenditure

•

Increase the level of national savings including the deepening of
the stock market, using appropriate divestment strategies, and
encouraging international firms to list on the Caribbean stock
markets and/or
to develop
other
long-term
investment
instruments like tradable deposit certificates

Strategy Development & Implementation
The country's institutional structures are vital to its economic
development. Accordingly the Congress of the People will review
and critically examine the core institutional structures: banking
system, legal and court systems, police and military, labour
management arrangements, savings systems and the separation of
power between the legislative and executive arms.

Devant Maharaj
Couva South
Chief Executive Officer
Radio Jaagriti 102.7 FM
Deputy DirectorNational lotteries Control Board

The COP's approach to strategy and implementation will be
consistent with its people-centered philosophy and its participatory
approach to governance. We will therefore embed the following
mechanisms and culture in the governance process:
•

Establish a proficient Economic Development Board, which will
report directly to the Prime Minister. The COP believes that the
day of the super-technocrat with unbridled authority and power
is no longer in the public interest

•

Establish Stakeholder Advisory Councils across sectors to provide
a vehicle for experts to contribute meaningfully to economic
development and foster commitment to implementing sound
development strategy

•

Strengthen the Central Bank and allow
autonomously
in the discharge of its
responsibilities

•

Revisit the legislation that established the Stabilisation and
Heritage Fund with a view to de-linking and streamlining the
funds

•

The Vision 2020 Strategy Plan has been used cosmetically by the
ruling regime as a political marketing tool. The COP recognizes
the invaluable effort made by technocrats and other stakeholders
in the development of this vision. We will revisit the Plan and
implement strategies to meet economic development objectives

it to operate
authority
and

executive Member-

MANAGING OUR ENERGY ASSETS
The Congress of the People will guide the exploration, exploitation,
utilization and monetization of our Energy Resourcesfor current and
future generations, while safeguarding and protecting the
environment.
The aims of the Congress of the People energy policy are to:

Gilbert Agard

•

Increase the local content, participation and ownership in energy
projects and the services sector

•

Review, revise and update the laws, taxation, regulations and
practices governing the Energy industry so that there will be
transparency and accountability in all matters. Before new
energy-based industrial plants are given final approval,
stakeholder consultations and approval will be required

•

Address the training and development of nationals in the energy
sector

•

Properly allocate reserves for exports, for conversion into
energy-based products and for domestic requirements to ensure
that citizens have access to affordable electricity and
transportation fuels in the long term

•

Ensure energy security by addresing the exploration and
proving-up of new reserves in order to maintain a healthy
"reserves to production" ratio

•

Provide incentives for research and development on alternative
energy sources

•

Address the issues of marginal field production, heavy oil
recovery, tar sands and small operators in order to stimulate these
sectors

•

Address the issues of collaboration with other energy producers
in the Caribbean and Latin American region, with special
attention to Petrocaribe and CSME

•

Review and evaluate the role, functions and overall management
of the Ministry of Energy and its related agencies to determine the
extent to which they satisfy the national energy needs and
contribute to national development

La Brea
Well Servicing Tower Pusher at Petrotrin
since 1974
Member of OWTU General Council
Treasurer of Couva Lions
Member of Fyzabad
Improvement Committee

Secretary of Communities

United to

TAKING ON THE WORLD IN TOURISM
This country is blessed with rich untapped potential in special
interest tourism and unlimited potential in festivals and sports
tourism.
The Congress of the People will maximize the economic and societal
benefits to be derived from the tourism sector.The tourism thrust will
promote the beauty of our environment, the diversity of our culture,
and the richness of our history. Tourism services will be based on
sustainable development principles and rooted in the communities.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Develop national parks with emphasis on conservation through
government / community / NGOcollaboration

•

Promote the development of Trinidad and Tobago's natural and
human resources

•

Restructure the Tourism Development Company to include
representatives of the tourism associations

•

Establish an extensive network of tourism promotion centres

•

Create incentives for small-scale entrepreneurs
industry

within

the

PARTNERING WITH LABOUR
The Congress of the People will provide the labour market with the
proactive support required for the promotion of free collective
bargaining; efficient conciliation and mediation services; effective
occupational safety and health inspections and enforcement; labour
market regulation; appropriate training opportunities; and foster
consultation, social dialogue and social partnership in labour
relations issues.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Guarantee the rights of all participants in the free collective
bargaining process

•

Promote best practices in the conduct of industrial relations

•

Revamp the role of the Ministry of Labour which currently
functions as a fire-fighter dealing with the effects of poor labour
market and development policies

Hon. Manohar
Ramsaran
MP Chaguanas West
FormerMinister of Government,
Community Development/Sports
& Youth Affairs

•

Complete the modernizing of labour legislation
measures as:
• The Industrial Relations Act

•
•
•

•

through

such

Retirement and Severance Benefits Act
BasicConditions of Employment legislation
Compensation or Workplace Injury legislation! and
complementary links between different legislations such
as NISand Maternity Rights etc.
The Occupational Safety and Health Act

•

Restrict the role of political negotiations in the public sector as a
whole and ensure timely negotiation of collective agreements in
the public service and state organizations

•

While respecting the independence of trade unions! include trade
unions and employer organizations in national dialogue on
labour policy! wage and price policy! and all matters pertaining to
the employment relationship

•

Encourage industrial democracy and lead by appointing trade
union representation to the boards of statutory agencies and
state-owned enterprises

•

Provide financial assistanceto NATUCfor the administration of its
affairs

QUALITY HEALTH CARE:
A RIGHT FOR ALL
The gross neglect and inadequacies of the health care system are
clear indicators of the extent to which the ruling regime hasfailed the
people of Trinidad and Tobago.
The Congress of the People will enact a Patient Bill of Rights entitling
all persons to accessible! affordable! timely and professional
healthcare services! at all times. This will ensure that patients will be
treated promptly and with respect by all health care providers.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Implement Accreditation Standards for the Health Sector that will
include a Charter of Patient's Rights and Obligations. This charter
will include among others:
• The RIGHTto be seenwithin 1 hour of your arrival at any
public health institution! including emergency rooms
• The RIGHTto written information for all recommended
investigations! treatment options! and post-treatment care

•
•

•

The RIGHTto obtain non-emergency medical and surgical
treatment within 3 months from the time of diagnosis
The RIGHTto file a complaint to the Patient's Bureau (to be
established at all public health institutions) and receive
satisfactory redress within 60 days
The RIGHTto choose approved alternative medical
treatments within public health institutions

•

Substantially

increase the funding of the public healthcare sector

•

Provide high quality service at
community-based
health facilities

•

Provide patient-friendly
medical equipment

•

Address the disparity in service between private and public
healthcare systems. Consideration will be given to adopting a
universal health care system

•

Upgrade benefits offered to physicians and other medical
practitioners to levels which would encourage them to remain
within the public sector

•

Develop a three-year strategic plan for healthcare services
complete with specific service targets and service contracts

•

Develop a better capacity within the Ministry of Health to
communicate the plans and operations of the public healthcare
sector to the general public

•

Improve the operations
of Community
Health Centres by
establishing an appointment
system; extending opening hours;
integrating social services with the health services; providing
community- based specialist clinics, screening programmes and
multidisciplinary
teams to provide holistic health care; providing
free medication and glucose testing instruments and supplies
including insulin injections

all

national,

physical facilities

regional

and

and state-of-the-art

WELCOME TO YOUR OWN HOME
Within the first 90 days of a COPAdministration we will commence a
programme to transform tenants of government housing to owners
of the housing units they currently occupy.
This will be achieved with the application of already paid rent to
equity in such homes.
This measure will, in many instances, result in immediate ownership
for a large number of long-term tenants.
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This programme will alter the status and the credit-worthiness of a
large number of citizens.
The COP housing plan tackles housing needs of all citizens. A COP
Government will supply appropriately designed, quality houses at
the most affordable prices possible. Provision will be made for the
citizens to have the option of building their own houses with the aid
of the private construction sector. In other cases,citizens will have
the option of engaging the principle of "sweat equity"
A Congress of the People Government will:

David St. Clair

•

Provide adequate, affordable, housing units

•

Empower citizens to build their own houses with the appropriate
support from the private construction sector

•

Go beyond the construction of houses, to build infrastructure to
enhance communities by providing for sport, leisure, youth and
family activities. This will apply to newly-developed housing
projects

•

Ensure the provision of the much-needed physical infrastructure
for housing communities

•

Ensure immediate and easily available financial support for those
in need, working through the financial services sector

Laventille West
Member of FEEL
Vice Chairman: Feed the Hungry
Programme
President: For the Babies
President: Iron Pumpers
Body-Building Association

President Beginners for Progress

The Congress of the People Government will:
•

Harmonize laws, instruments and offices in the interest of equity
of land access

•

Seek to resolve squatting with a viable framework for Land
Administration

•

Recognise the settlements for livelihood as"Customary Tenures"
and create the legal space to register them as such. We will then
have the legal framework for delivering tenure security to these
individuals as a special group

•

Use the Land Administration framework to ensure sustainability
through:
• Community land trusts
• Family land arrangements
• State land banks
• District land resource mapping
• Local government by-laws for affordable housing, village
style preservation, public space access

LEADING IN INFORMATION &
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY
The COP Information and Communication Technology Policy will
provide the necessary policy framework to engage the information
technology and communications sectors as critical tools in national
development.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Update the nationallCT policy and strategic plan

•

Deliver coast-to-coast, open, high speed, wireless Internet access
in Trinidad and Tobago

Rekha Ramjit
Naparima

•

Work closely with stakeholders to make ICT hardware and
software lessexpensive

Attorney-at-Law
Chartered Accountant

Member of COPCrime & Justice

•

Connect all government departments to the Government
Backbone in order to enable citizens to conduct business with all
Government departments online

•

Generate new work opportunities in the ICTsector

EDUCATION THE KEY TO DEVELOPMENT
A Congressof the People Government will focus on the development
of human capital as a critical component of the nation-building
process. Education and training are pivotal to social cohesion,
deepening of the democratic way of life, with social and economic
equity for every citizen, and the development of responsible, caring,
competent and productive citizens.
We will make the effective delivery of education a priority in the
nation-building process. Resources will be dedicated to develop
physical infrastructure and institutional capacity to deliver the
appropriate levels and quality of education.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Establish a clearing house unit in the Ministry of Education to
swiftly address the backlog of vacancies for teachers and
administrators at the primary and secondary levels

•

Strengthen the partnership between state and denominational
boards. Revitalize the funding formula for capital and recurrent
expenditure in all these schools

Committee

Mahendranath
Dhaniram

•

Decentralize the current education system into six autonomous
regional authorities - Tobago, North, Northwest, East, Central and
South. The Ministry of Education will exercise regulatory,
monitory and accreditation functions

•

Revise the curriculum to encourage
learning and civic loyalty

•

Modify the Early Childhood Care and Education and the Primary
curricula, as well as the networked programme existing among
the ministries responsible for health, sports, culture, legal affairs,
social development and transportation. Facilitate early detection
and treatment of learning disorders, medical, psychological,
social and other problems that may hinder the learning process

•

Develop an effective special education programme

•

Re-examine the SEMP curriculum and all other certification
programmes at this level with a view to evaluating their
philosophy, relevance and competence, in keeping with the
philosophical underpinnings of diversity in teaching/learning

•

Promote character-based education and value-balanced
programmes as a critical component of the curriculum. Teachers
will be trained to offer this new programme

learning diversity, lifelong

Fyzabad
LLB,University of London
Attorney-at-Law

Lecturer in European Law
Funded and supported upgrade of 3

schools In Jiyzabad

CULTURE AND THE CREATIVE SECTOR
The Congress of the People Government will:
•

Respect the work of our creative people

•

Establish an independent body for the endowment of the arts to
give financial and other support to individual artists, artistic
organizations, productions and festivals

•

Establish a network of community museums, upgrading and
funding those currently functioning

•

Establish an up-to-date and efficient system to archive and
protect our legacy of artifacts, documents, buildings, and cultural
skills, both traditional and new

•

Strengthen the legal fabric that protects the artist and his work
(copyright and censorship), and provide tax exemptions for
cultural activities. Enhance tax benefits to organizations which
fund artistic endeavours

•

Enhance training of arts administrators, curators, art historians,
archivists, tutors, creative and technical practitioners. Schools'
curricula will recognise and include exposure to the plastic and
performing arts

•

To further promote and expand the creative sector of Trinidad
and Tobago, the Congress of the People Government will provide:
• Access to grants
• Funding for research and development
• Training and human resource development
• Access to credit, e.g. loan and venture capital
• Harmonization of the import regime and the removal of
harmful tariffs
• Trade facilitation, business support services for export-ready
firms and entrepreneurs
• Alignment of trade, industrial and intellectual property
policies
• Access to GATE funding

Joe Pires
Diego Martin North East
Successful entrepreneur involved in
several successful businesses
COP Executive Member

A COP Government will set up a Creative Economy Concept Team to
formulate a five-year Strategic Plan to optimize the economic
potential of our creative producers to the point where their creative
output can be a significant contributor to the national economy and
a magnet for cultural tourism.

A SPORTING LIFE
One of the most effective strategies for the positive development of
citizens is through sports. Although youth are inextricably linked to
sport, sport must be developed to cater for all ages and for the
differently abled. Sport and leisure activities must be used to
promote healthy lifestyles and overcome diseases such as diabetes
and obesity.
The Congress of the People Government will:
•

Design community leisure facilities which prioritize parks,
jogging tracks, and play areas to encourage family outings,
picnics, leisure walks, etc. Security will be provided for such
facilities

•

Initiate meaningful dialogue with competitive
sporting
organizations. Where there are no existing sports bodies, they
will be operationalized within the first year of a COPgovernment

•

Based on engagement with these bodies, strategies will be
developed taking into account each group's priorities

Former Vice President ofTrinidad &
Tobago Chamber of Commerce
Sportsman of the Year 2002 -

Powerboat Racing

•

Develop sports infrastructure in communities. These facilities will
allow a broad cross-section of the population to explore and
expand their love of sport. They can also lead to early recognition
of gifted young persons who have the potential for professional
sporting

•

Place heightened emphasis on sporting and recreation in every
school

•

Provide qualified coaches and trainers for all communities

GROWING GREEN GOLD
Land Security for Farmers
The COPwill provide farmers with the opportunity to own the land
allocated to them for farming. Our agricultural policy will provide
affordable incentives to farmers, to supply produce in our agricultural
sector which is geared to product diversification.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Support a viable agriculture sector in harmony with our overall
national development objectives of providing national food
security; expanding the agro processing industry; and
developing agricultural products for export

•

Provide farmers with ownership of the land they cultivate; make
agriculture an attractive investment option for large and small
businesses; create attractive employment
opportunmes,
particularly for young persons; and provide access to financial
and technical support

•

Create a land inventory in which agricultural land is zoned and
classified

•

Develop adequate agricultural infrastructure concentrating on
feeder roads, bridges, irrigation, storage and market facilities

•

Energise the sugarcane industry which will be based on involving
farmers to share in the ownership of Ste. Madeleine sugar factory,
producing new sugarcane products including developing a paper
industry and related clusters

•

Organise a national agricultural market information system to
serve 20,000 farmers

•••
••••••

..•••••..

••• :~~.!
..•..:•••
••••• ,..1 •••

••••••••

••••••
COP
•

THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND
The COP will develop an integrated, transparent and participatory
processfor the management of our limited land resources.The policy
addresses land use planning; land administration; state lands
management; property taxation; coastal zone policy; land
distribution and land reform; and
environmental and resource
management.
A Congress of the People Government will:
•

Establish a Land Management Authority with strict policy
guidelines on the use and disposition of state lands

•

Introduce a national land information inventory which would
document, among other information, state land allocations and
soil profiles to enable Government to optimize state land usage

•

Fast-track the transfer of deeds and titles to farmers frustrated
over the years by impediments to legitimate ownership and
inability to use land as collateral in financial transactions
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TRANSFORMING OUR COASTS
The Congress of the People will ensure the development and
implementation of an Integrated Coastal Zone Management
Strategy which requires a synergy between Government agencies
and coastal community stakeholders for protecting, restoring,
enhancing and developing our coastal and marine resources, in a
sustainable manner.
A Congress of People Government will provide fishermen with
improved opportunity to benefit from the riches of the sea by
improving storage facilities and fish markets; and providing
preferential financing for the purchase of vesselsand equipment.
The Congress of the People Integrated Coastal Zone Management
Strategy will focus on:
•

Coastal erosion and wetlands management

•

Effective management of inshore and offshore fisheries resources

•

Impacts due to climate change and rising sea levels

•

Economic development strategies

•

Eco-tourism development

ftre"lan~allocatedrto
them for farming.
Our agricultural
policy will provide
affordable incentives
to farmers, to supply
produce in our
agricultural sector
which is geared
to product
diversification.
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NEW DIRECTIONS
IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
New politics requires a new approach to Trinidad and Tobago's
foreign relations, since an effective foreign policy is the pursuit of
national objectives, policies and plans in the international arena.
In this regard, the performance of previous and
administrations have demonstrated basic shortcomings:

curren

•

There is no coherent, interconnected foreign policy with clearly
defined objectives, priorities and implementation strategies and
plans, and with an effective mechanism to coordinate the various
initiatives taken by individual ministries internationally

•

Foreign policy is formulated and conducted on an ad hoc,
reactive basis

•

Foreign policy is not subject to any public scrutiny, not even in
Parliament on the annual budget debate. Note that in the 2003
budget, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was allocated $10SM; in
the 2008 budget, the same Ministry saw a massive increase of
allocation to the amount of $4S0M

•

In spite of a major increase in resource allocation, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs remains grossly under-staffed, under-equipped,
under-trained and with a demotivated staff ready to exit the
Ministry

A Congress of the People Government will:
•
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Aim and link its foreign policy with well-defined national
priorities and objectives understood first and foremost as the
pursuit of sustainable human development objectives through
concerted action at the international level
• internal policies will dovetail with the international fights
against poverty; crime and drugs; climate change; and
HIV/AIDS. Trade and economic policy, energy policy and
cultural policy would also be aligned accordingly
• Trinidad and Tobago will participate in the promotion and
protection of human rights and humanitarian principles,
universally and locally, and implement by legislation the
various human rights and humanitarian instruments to which
Trinidad & Tobago has become a party over the years

•

Use multilateral fora and locations (CARICOM, the Organization of
American States , the Asian Caribbean and Pacific States,
Commonwealth,
and the United Nations) as the preferred
channels for the conduct and implementation
of foreign policy
and diplomacy by building alliances, as opposed to a perceived
over-emphasis on bilateral relations

•

Strengthen the capacity of the multilateral missions abroad (UN
New York, Geneva, and Brussels) which are under-staffed but
overwhelmed by the magnitude of their multiple tasks; and open
new multilateral missions in Nairobi which is the headquarters
othe UN Environment Programme and HABITAT

•

Strengthen our foreign relations capacities, by:
• Re-equipping the Ministry of Foreign Affairs with the
necessary cadres and filling the many current vacancies
• Engaging in a comprehensive human resource development
programme, including an annual recruiting drive, training at
various levels, succession planning, and professional
advancement scheme
• Using more systematically the expertise and facilities
available in-country including the Institute of International
Relations at UWI. Link with other foreign relations schools for
training needs which cannot be met locally

•

Redefine the role of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as the central
coordinating point for all foreign relations, while recognizing that
other Government Ministries, and even NGO's and civil society
groups, are also involved in the conduct of international relations

•

Set up a Council of Foreign Affairs to make inputs into foreign
policy formulation, monitor foreign policy implementation,
and
more generally, contribute to awareness and wider appreciation
of the nexus between national development
objectives and
policies and their external dimensions

•

Appoint
cultural attaches in all overseas missions with a
particular remit to negotiate business opportunities, scholarships
and funding support for Trinidad and Tobago's cultural producers
and performers

While Trinidad and Tobago's current foreign policy places much
emphasis on keeping pace with globalization in the area of trade and
investment, the foreign policy in "the new politics" takes a broader
approach and places equal emphasis on the negative effects of
globalization, by participating actively in the emerging global system
of protection,
be it in human rights and humanitarian
affairs,
anti-corruption, intellectual property, etc.

Winston Dookeran
St. Augustine
Political Leaderof
the Congressofthe People
FormerGovernor of the
Central BankofTrinidad &Tobago
Economist (BA Hons.. MSc)
ActIng PrIme Minister In the NAR
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